
An open letter on water use 
By Robert L. Sanders, CGCS, City of Prescott, Arizona 

A key word used in the "Publish-
e r ' s P o i n t " , G O L F B U S I N E S S , 
March, was "adequate" . The entire 
sentence read: "How do you plan to 
conserve and use less water while 
trying to maintain adequate playing 
conditions." 

First we must define adequate. Or 
possibly adequate is not the correct 

word. It should be remembered that 
golf did not originate on perfect turf. 
Maybe we should get "back to 
basics" and play the game as it was 
designed. Someone once said, re-
ferring to the touring pros, that they 
would tee up the ball on concrete if 
the money was right. Possibly we as 
golfers and golf course superinten-

dents must educate other players to 
accept for the first time in many 
years a course "commensurate" with 
nature. Play the ball as it l ies. 
Remember "rub of the green". Stop 
trying for the absolute perfect set of 
conditions in which to tee up the ball 
to shoot 100. 

Not being a low handicap player it 
is common for me to visit many areas 
of a course. The course where every 
blade of grass is the correct height is 
a beautiful thing to see, play, and I 
am sure, be a member of, as well as a 
great source of pride for the players 
and the superintendent. And this is, 
of course, possible if the players are 
willing to pay the price. However, we 
might remind ourselves that all of us 
are not playing for checks with five 
figures before the period. It is gran-
ted that each game we play is very 
important to us, as it should be. How-
ever we might remind ourselves that 
five years ago gas was 40 cents a 
gallon, a high water bill was $10.00 
and a high interest rate was 9%. 
Things change and all change is not 
bad if the attitude of the person is 
good. And as I said I am accustomed 
to playing all the golf course and 
therefore using all the clubs in my 
bag. This is fun. It is as it should be. 
The highly manicured course where 
the player consistantly hits a driver, 
high iron and putts may not be as 
much fun for some of us. 

It is my belief that if we do get 
somewhat back to basics and be com-
mensurate with nature we will use 
less water. Fairways may be off-
colored green and possible mowed a 
little higher. 

Roughs may be native grass and a 
little taller. Rule 17-2 of the Rules of 
Golf states, " T h e player is not of 
necessity entitled to see the ball 
when playing a stroke". Greens may 
be fertilized less, mowed higher, 
verticut more often, spiked on a 
regular schedule and watered less. It 
might be necessary for us to learn 
the pitch and run instead of going 
full tilt, all out for the flag stick. 
Course fertilization for greens, tees 
and fairways might utilize more 
organics, and spiking of all play 
areas on a regular schedule along 
with aerification with hollow tines. 

These are but a few of many ideas 
that might then get us back to basics 
as golfers and superintendents. It 
will utilize less water, cost less, and 
in one superintendents opinion get 
us back to golf as pure golf. GB 

AQUA-GRO 
YOUR KEY TO FASTER SPRING GREEN-UP 

Shallow rooted turf, poor 
moisture distribution, from 

area not treated with 
Aqua-Gro amended water. 

Deep rooted turl, good 
moisture distribution from 
area treated with 
Aqua-Gro amended water. 

Aqua-Gro gives faster Spring green-up • Reduces dew and disease potential • Enhances 
drainage and aeration, reducing potential problems caused by compaction • Helps establish 
heartier root system in Spring reducing summer stress problems • Prevents the formation of 
localized dry spots • Improves Spring insecticide applications for grubs. 

AQUA-GRO is available in liquid concentrate or spreadable 
granular. For free illustrated brochure write to: 

AQUATROLS CORPORATION 
^ OF AMERICA, INC. 

1432 Union Ave., Pennsauken, New Jersey 08110 (609) 665-1130 
Wri te 117 on reader service card 

INCREASE EARNINGS, SERVICE & SPACE 
Remodel your present storage space, update with 

N E W $t$({0td V E R T I C A L B A G R A C K S 
• D a m p bags dry faster — 

no m i l d e w 
• Wear and tear of golf bags 

is comple te ly e l i m i n a t e d 

• Faster, easier storage • Provides a neat a p p e a r a n c e 

• Easy to insta l l a n d a d d more as n e e d e d 
Your members will like the extra convenience and care. Your pro 
shop profits from 40% more space these racks make available. 
Double unit shown holds 16 bags, size 2' x 4' x 6'-6" high, gives 
12" x 12" space for bags. Single unit holds 8, size 1' x 4' x 6'-6" 
high. Sturdy steel. Bags set solid on tapered shelves. Send us 
your floor measurements, we will plan a layout and quote you — 
no obligation. U.S. and Canadian patents. Send for folder. 

2000 Allen Ave., S. E. 
Box 8877, Canton, O. 44711 
Phone 216/453-8431 

He A. 6. STAFFORD Co. 




