
Viewpoint 
A f t e r putt ing my i n c o m e tax state-

ment (and c h e c k ) into the m a i l b o x to 
g u a r a n t e e an e a r l y pos tmark I though 
to myse l f , " A p r i l is a busy m o n t h for 
f i l l ing out f o r m s ! " No s o o n e r h a d I 
c o m p l e t e d the 1980 c e n s u s a n d m a i l e d 
it, than I f o u n d mysel f struggling to 
f inish the " s i m p l i f i e d " long f o r m for 
my 1979 i n c o m e tax. W e l l , at l e a s t now 
I was f i n i s h e d and proud of the fact 
that I had m a d e the d e a d l i n e s . 

In ga ther ing the day's mai l , I not i ced 
t h a t t h e l a t e s t i s s u e o f G O L F 
B U S I N E S S h a d arr ived. I t u r n e d from 
the b a c k s i d e to look at A p r i l ' s cover , 
and was g r e e t e d with a n o t h e r f o r m to 
b e f i l led out! M y init ial r e a c t i o n s w e r e 
disgust and r e b e l l i o n . I sa id to myse l f , 
" I ' v e had it wi th f i l l ing out f o r m s . G B 
w i l l j u s t h a v e to w a i t . M a y b e 
t o m o r r o w . " 

I t h u m b e d through the A p r i l issue 
and m a d e p a r t i c u l a r note of the n e w 
s e c t i o n , G O L F B U S I N E S S S o u t h , 
w h i c h w a s devoted e x c l u s i v e l y to 
southern golf m a i n t e n a n c e o p e r a t i o n s . 
G O L F B U S I N E S S South w a s a n e w 
r e a d e r s e r v i c e to b e p u b l i s h e d 
regular ly e v e r y other m o n t h . Good 
idea. " T h e r e h a v e b e e n a lot of good 
ideas and a r t i c l e s in G B over the past 
y e a r , " I thought to myse l f . M a r k e t 
r e p o r t s , a s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s on 
b u d g e t i n g a n d c o u r s e l a n d s c p a e 
d e s i g n , R o n F r a m e ' s b i - m o n t h l y 
m a n a g e m e n t c o l u m n , b o o k 
r e v i e w s . . . " What kind of a form 
w e r e they asking me to fill o u t ? " 

I turned b a c k to the w h i t e p r o t e c t i v e 
c o v e r that c a r r i e d the q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 

Dear Reader: 
We're work ing hard to make GOLF 

BUSINESS magazine an even more 
v a l u a b l e s o u r c e of i n f o r m a t i o n 
available to the golf course maintenance 
profession. Your input and support is 
important because we are publ ishing GB 
to serve your needs and interests. 

To serve you better, we want to con-
tinue to del iver GB addressed correctly 
w i th your name, tit le and course. We're 
asking your help in f i l l i ng out this 
postage paid qual i f icat ion card to sim-
pl i fy the process. 

A d m i t t i n g t h a t m y " m a y b e to-
m o r r o w " list of ten takes w e e k s to 
a c c o m p l i s h , I d e c i d e d to take a s e r i o u s 
look at the G B q u a l i f i c a t i o n c a r d . Un-
like the just c o m p l e t e d F e d e r a l forms 
w h i c h w a r n e d of laws and p e n a l t i e s if 
I didn't c o m p l y , G O L F B U S I N E S S w a s 
s imply r e q u e s t i n g that I c o m p l e t e the 
card in o r d e r to r e n e w my f r e e sub-
s c r i p t i o n to the m a g a z i n e . I a l s o 
not i ced that , unl ike the g o v e r n m e n t 
f o r m s , the q u a l i f i c a t i o n c a r d w a s 

short , u n c o m p l i c a t e d and straight for-
w a r d . As an a u d i t e d m a g a z i n e with 
c o n t r o l l e d f r e e s u b s c r i p t i o n s to the 
p r o f e s s i o n , t h e p r i n c i p l e q u e s t i o n 
w a s , " D i d I wish to c o n t i n u e r e c e i v i n g 
m y f r e e s u b s c r i p t i o n to G O L F 
B U S I N E S S for a n o t h e r y e a r ? " " Y e s , 
of c o u r s e . " In teres t ing ly , it w a s the 
only form that p r o m i s e d me d i rec t a n d 
tangib le b e n e f i t s in turf for f i l l ing it 
out; mainly , 12 i s sues of an outs tand-
ing magaz ine . If I didn' t get a r o u n d to 
f i l l ing out the q u a l i f i c a t i o n card , the 
s e v e r e s t p e n a l t y w a s l o o s i n g a 
v a l u a b l e s o u r c e of in for m a t ion . 

W e l l , I d e c i d e d to fill it out then a n d 

there , i n s t e a d of putt ing it on my " d o it 
t o m o r r o w " list. It took m e only a cou-
ple of m i n u t e s to c o m p l e t e it. Actua l ly , 
I h a d s p e n t m o r e t i m e d e c i d i n g 
w h e t h e r or not to put it of f , than it took 
to do it a n d drop it in the mail . As I 
p i c k e d up Apri l ' s G O L F B U S I N E S S 
for a m o r e thorough reading , I won-
d e r e d , " D i d Angelo C a m m a r o t a mai l 
his q u a l i f i c a t i o n c a r d today, or put it 
on his 'do it tomorrow' l i s t ? " I d e c i d e d 
to give h i m a cal l . 
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