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Executive is... 
not a dirty word 

In golf there are some words that 
c a r r y v e r y s t r o n g n e g a t i v e c o n -
notations, such as shank, choke, and 
yippes. L ikewise the Golf Super in ten-
dent would rather never h e a r words 
like pythium, burned-out , or broken. 
All of these terms c o n j u r e up images 
of bad e x p e r i e n c e s in golf and golf 
course main tenance . But there is one 
term in golf that e l i c i t s negat ive 
responses more out of misunders tand-
ing ra ther than as a result of bad ex-
per ience . That terms is " E x e c u t i v e 
Golf C o u r s e " . Perhaps like a fr iendly 
ghost, when you learn its personal i ty 
and purpose, you may e n j o y its com-
pany. 

Although there is no strict definit ion 
of what is an Execut ive Golf Course, 
most would agree that it is a course 
with a par s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n 58 and 
68 with an average par of 62. Any golf 
course with a par less than 58 is con-
s idered a par 3, and any c o u r s e with a 
par over 68 is a full s ize course . The 
main d i f f e r e n c e then, b e t w e e n these 
brothers , is that the E x e c u t i v e Golf 
Course usual ly has all par 3's and par 
4 ' s w i t h no p a r 5 ' s . H o w e v e r , 
physical ly , the Execut ive course is 
undist inguishable from the full size 
course for it has full size tees, greens, 
and sandtraps with the only real dif-
f e r e n c e be ing the amount of fa irways 
and roughs. An average par 72 golf 
course may occupy 150 a c r e s while an 
average par 62 Execut ive may only 
need 80 a c r e s of land. 
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This m e a n s then that an E x e c u t i v e 
course is c h e a p e r to build ( less land 
cost, r e d u c e d s e e d b e d prepara t ion 
and seeding cost, less irr igat ion, less 
tile, small pumps) , c h e a p e r to main-
tain (less fa i rway and rough to water , 
fert i l ize, mow, and apply pest ic ides 
to), and has a smal ler r e q u i r e m e n t for 
labor, power, security, etc. 

It is my b e l i e f that the Execut ive 
Golf Course is the r e a s o n a b l e mid-
dleground b e t w e e n the increas ingly 
costly full s ize course and bui lding 
something that looks like a golf course , 
but does not r e c e i v e enough patronage 
to make it prof i table . T h e E x e c u t i v e 
may be the most viable a l ternat ive 
that the investor with l imited funds 
may have, for even at today's cost for 
construction and m a i n t e n a n c e , a well 
p l a n n e d a n d p r o p e r l y bui l t " E x -
ecut ive" can make money. 

First one must understand the pur-
pose, concept , and demographics of 
this golf faci l i ty . If you h a v e ever 
spent a day on a publ ic golf course and 
observed the skill, or lack thereof , ex-
hibited by most golfers, r e a d the 
frustration on their faces , or b e e n ex-
posed to the dissolution of civil and 
social order caused by a slow group of 
players, then you unders tand that 
many golfers , especia l ly beginners , 
women, and seniors , may find a full 
s ize golf course beyond their physical 
abil i t ies , a social ly hosti le c l imate , 
and not much fun. T h e s e p e o p l e want 
to play golf but they have f e w alter-
natives. T h e y find most par 3 courses 
overly repet i t ive (boring), lacking in 
shot value (no fa i rway woods and 
i r o n s ) , a n d d e p r i v i n g t h e m of a 
r e s p e c t a b l e golfing image. 

To some gol fers it is almost d e m e a n -
ing to play a par 3 course that only re-
quires 5 or 6 d i f ferent c lubs that can 
b e carr ied around like a handful l of 
penci ls ; and he fee ls l ike a fool going 
out there with a $500 set of c lubs , a 14" 
bag, and an $80 pair of shoes . As a 
result you have damaged his golfing 
se l f - image for he needs to fee l l ike a 
g o l f e r a n d h e n e e d s to h a v e a 
jus t i f iab le reason for sporting all of 
his nice equipment . T h e proper ly 
planned Execut ive Golf Course does 
all of these things for it provides a golf 
course of par 3 and short par 4 holes 
that are within the l imited skil ls of the 
patrons, it r e q u i r e s hitting e v e r y club 
in the bag, it is less expens ive to play, 
requi res less t ime, and is soc ia l ly 

more comfortable than a p lace pop-
ulated with accomplished, but f re -
quent ly impatient golfers. 

H o w e v e r to be successful the Ex-
ecut ive Golf Course must not only pro-
vide a full array of golfing exc i tement , 
it must also be located very near its 
p a t r o n s . As s t a t e d e a r l i e r , t h e 
demographics of the Executive would 
indicate it to be most used by begin-
ners , women, seniors , and those seek-
ing a quick round of golf. Thus the 
course must be located so that little ef-
fort or money is n e e d e d to get there . 
Ideal ly people should be able to r ide 
their bikes or walk to the course or 
drive not more than 10-15 minutes. By 
nature , the golfers most l ikely to use 
an Execut ive course, are the ones that 
a re least l ikely to travel any distance. 
P e r h a p s it is for this reason the Ex-
ecut ive length course makes an ideal 
companion for a housing complex , or 
as a use for f looplain land in the hear t 
of a city. 

T h e Execut ive Golf Course may b e 
our best hope for wide spread accep-
tance of golf as a sport, for it en-
courages beginners , it is a f fordable to 
our youth, and it permits e lderly peo-
ple with f ixed incomes and fading 
skil ls to cont inue to en joy golf. T h e Ex-
ecut ive course is ideally suited to 
family golf where the course is enter -
taining to all family m e m b e r s no mat-
ter what their individual skills. In how 
m a n y other forms of physical r e c r e a -
tion can parents s h a r e of their exper i -
e n c e s , t e a c h t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
sportsmanship , and perhaps start an 
activity that the family m e m b e r s can 
e n j o y together all of their l ives? Dwel l 
on that question a minute. 

P e r h a p s on strict util itarian reasons 
a lone , the Execut ive course should b e 
cons idered by golf course deve lopers 
for they can produce attractive profits 
for the money invested. Income state-
m e n t s f r o m p r o p e r l y l o c a t e d , 
designed, and built Execut ive Golf 
Courses have consistently substant i -
ated or surpassed expec ted r e v e n u e s 
e s t i m a t e s . But it must a g a i n b e 
s t ressed that proper planning is the 
key to success and your best source is 
a golf architect e x p e r i e n c e d in doing 
prof i table Execut ive golf courses . 

T h e world is ever evolving and so 
a re some things in golf. T h e dirty 
words in golf may never change, but 
" E x e c u t i v e Golf C o u r s e " should not 
be among them. 


