
Partition plantings 
The 'walls' of the course 

A golf course without parti t ion 
plantings would be much like a house 
with no inner walls. 

If we w e r e to d e f i n e parti t ion 
plantings, we might say it consists of 
those plants which separate one play-
ing area from another on the golf 
course. They do the same thing on the 
golf course that the inner walls do in 
our h o m e s . T h e y c r e a t e an at -
mosphere of separateness or privacy 
as you move from one hole to another. 

T h e total function of the partition 
plantings is very important if you want 
to consider your course not only a true 
test of golf, but an area of beauty. 

How do they affect play? 
First of all, they def ini te ly play an 

important part in the safety of the 
game. T h e y keep bal ls from flying 
from one playing area into another. 
Most of us cut our teeth on some nine 
or eighteen hole course where there 
were very few trees on the entire 
layout. How easy it is to r e m e m b e r the 
flying objects , in this c a s e identified, 
going from one fairway onto another. I 
can recal l that my first feeling about 
the game of golf was that it was a very 
dangerous pastime. 

Often the probability of a hooked or 
sliced ball from a nearby tee will very 
much determine the density of the 
planting and the height of the planting 
in these partition plantings. 

Secondly, trees in partition plants 
along major impact areas , both for the 
high handicapper and the low handi-
capper can really affect the difficulty 
of playing each hole, by opening up or 
tightening up the hole as might be re-
quired to improve the play of the hole. 

What will the wind do? 
Partit ions also play an important 

part when it comes to the wind factor 
in relation to thegame itself . 

Some partition plantings act as fun-
nels for wind depending on the orien-
tation of the fairway in relation to the 
prevail ing winds in that part of the 
world while others act as wind breaks. 

Along those fairways which must go 
with the path of the prevail ing winds, 
the partition plantings would ideally 
be a more open nature with more 
breaks in the trees, than a partition 
which would serve to buf fer the wind 
and, thus, be more dense with fewer 
breaks. 

Awareness of aesthetics 
As for the aesthetics of the partition 

plantings, they cer ta in ly c r e a t e a 
spec ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n the 
course and the golfer h imsel f . For 
those golfers who are not out there try-
ing to break par every day or for those 
who are not professionals, the total 
golf course real ly should be a place of 
recreation for the mind and soul. This 
is especial ly so for people who work 
and live in the city or even in con-
dominiums or townhouses and then go 
out to the golf course to get their bat-
teries recharged so to speak. 

It's the composition of these part-
ition plantings along with the border 
plantings which we spoke of in the 
previous art ic le that real ly makes or 
breaks a course as far as natural 
beauty is concerned. 

The d i f ferences between the sparse 
golf c o u r s e s in Scot land and the 
British Isles plus a few of them in this 
country, and those courses in our lush 
eastern and gulf states stand out like 
the d i f ference between black and 
white. W e real ize that we have to put 
up with our winter season but if you 
were a m e m b e r of a judging team 
judging golf courses for their natural 

beauty, it is a foregone conclusion that 
the course with a goodly amount of 
trees on it would have a better chance 
of gaining the higher scores from the 
judges. 

Design of the partitions 

Naturally many courses in states 
w h e r e there are trees to start with are 
hacked out of forest areas. Other 
courses are started on open acreage 
and then landscaped with trees. 

S o m e of the courses that are con-
structed in a wooded area have a feel -
ing of age to them by the time play is 
s t a r t e d w h i l e o t h e r s h a v e b e e n 
seriously impaired by the lack of 
knowledge or vision by those who 
made the decisions as to which trees 
to discard and which of those to keep. 
T h e r e f o r e we will have to discuss both 
kinds or origins in this article to help 
you realize the full potential of the 
beauty to be had through the proper 
design of these partition plantings. 

If we started with a bald 150 acres 
with all the fairways and greens and 
tees in place, we would have to make 
a decision as to which way we w e r e 
going to go on the long range ap-
p e a r a n c e of this course. We would 

This wide partition 
(top) allows a view 
through to other parts 
of the course as well as 
a carpet of wild-
flowers. Partitions on 
both sides (bottom) 
give a sense of privacy. 
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Avoid using all 
deciduous trees 
in single line. 
It's too thin — 
unsafe. 

Avoid using 
all evergreen 
trees in single 
line. Un-
natural. 

Avoid using 
alternate ever-
green and de-
ciduous trees. 
Unnatural. 

Avoid unnatural grouping in equal triangles. 

h a v e to ask ourse lves , a r e w e going to 
try to m a k e it look l ike it w a s c h o p p e d 
out of an ex i s t ing w o o d e d a r e a or a re 
w e g o i n g to u s e e v e r y p i e c e of 
k n o w l e d g e and skill that w e have 
l e a r n e d and use both n a t i v e and in-
t roduced t r e e s to c r e a t e t h e s e part-
i t ions so that in 20 or m o r e y e a r s out 
a h e a d they wil l c r e a t e a thing of true 
b e a u t y . 

U n d o u b t e d l y , the " m i x " is the most 
logical a n s w e r . In o ther w o r d s , w e 
could l a n d s c a p e a c o u r s e wi th all 
nat ive p lants but then w e w o u l d h a v e 
to forego using some very a t t rac t ive 
i n t r o d u c e d t rees . Also, if w e w e r e 
s tr ic t ly s taying with n a t u r e in s o m e 
p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s , e v e r y t ree on the 
course would then b e a c o n e - b e a r i n g 
or c o n i f e r o u s t ree , such as the pines , 
s p r u c e s and h e m l o c k s . O r in other 
a r e a s they w o u l d all b e d e c i d u o u s 
t r e e s such as m a p l e s , oaks a n d ash. 
Agina , the m i x s e e m s to b e the best 
so lut ion. 

W e must b e v e r y c a r e f u l , h o w e v e r , 
not to br ing onto this s c e n e of na tura l 
b e a u t y t r e e s that would s tand out as 
sore t h u m b s e v e n to the u n t r a i n e d 
eye . T h i s is w h y you will h a v e to do a 
lot of h o m e w o r k if you a r e going to 
tack le such a design p r o b l e m your-
se lves . 

First w e must r e m e m b e r that e a c h 
part i t ion p lant ing will h a v e two s ides 
to it as far as the o b s e r v e r or the gol fer 
is c o n c e r n e d . T h i s is the s a m e as the 
in ter ior wal l s of your h o m e . T h e r e -
fore , w e must take into c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
the angle of the sun, the d i r e c t i o n of 
the preva i l ing w i n d s as wel l as the ul-
t imate width of the part i t ion p lant ing 
w h e n the t r e e s a re on the i r w a y to 
matur i ty or into maturi ty . 

O n e of the most di f f icul t things to 
avoid w h e n h a c k i n g a golf c o u r s e out 
of a solid w o o d e d a r e a is the straight 
wal l - l ike e f f e c t of both the b o r d e r 

p lant ings and the part i t ion p lant ings 
w h i c h are a l l o w e d to r e m a i n a f t e r the 
b u l l d o z e r has f i n i s h e d its work. T h i s is 
a n o t h e r one of the t h r e e or four car -
d ina l sins that w e s e e as w e t rave l 
f r o m c o u r s e to c o u r s e . 

T h e o b j e c t i v e of the des igner is to 
b r e a k up these straight l ines in both 
c a s e s . W h e t h e r you a r e start ing f r o m 
s c r a t c h or w h e t h e r you a r e s tar t ing 
f r o m a h e a v i l y w o o d e d a r e a to b e g i n 
wi th , a c u r v e d e d g e part i t ion is m o r e 
n a t u r a l , thus m o r e d e s i r a b l e . 

T h i s is a c c o m p l i s h e d by h a v i n g the 
c o u r a g e to r e m o v e s o m e t r e e s that 
look a lmost too b e a u t i f u l to b e dis-
c a r d e d . By doing this w e can w o r k in 
g e n t l e curves f a c i n g the gol fer as w e l l 
a s c o n c e a l i n g c u r v e s a h e a d f r o m the 
g o l f e r , w h i c h adds in teres t to the h o l e 
as the p l a y e r m o v e s along. 

As wel l as curv ing the part i t ion edge 
n a t u r a l l y , c o m p l e t e b r e a k s should b e 
c r e a t e d in these plant ings w h e r e the 
g o l f e r ' s v i e w c a n m o v e u n i n h i b i t e d 
a c r o s s to t h e a d j o i n i n g h o l e , or 
s e v e r a l holes , thus, adding depth and 
p e r s p e c t i v e to the na tura l b e a u t y of 
the c o u r s e . 

Also interest is c r e a t e d by adding 
p r o m e n t o r i e s of p a r t i c u l a r t r e e s or 
g r o u p s of t rees s t icking out so as to 
f o r c e a n a r r o w i n g of the s p a c e in 
w h i c h the bal l c a n f ly. Th is w o u l d b e 
al l p l a n n e d on p a p e r if you w e r e s tar t -
ing f r o m a nude p i e c e of land. Looking 
at the l a n d s c a p e p lan on a d r a w i n g 
b o a r d , w h i c h is l i k e looking with a 
b i r d s e y e view, it is r e la t ive ly e a s y to 
avoid the straight w a l l - l i k e par t i t ions . 
It is a l itt le m o r e di f f icul t to c r e a t e 
t h e m out of a so l id w o o d e d a r e a . 
Aga in w e a r e a w a r e that e v e r y t i m e 
you take an a d d i t i o n a l t ree out it is 
a d d i n g to the cost of the ini t ia l con-
s t ruc t ion . P r o b a b l y this is the r e a s o n 
w e s e e so m a n y n o n - i n t e r e s t i n g or dull 
par t i t ion plant ings . 

L a n d s c a p e des igners a n d arch i tec t s 
r e f e r to c e r t a i n types of p lants as " a c -
cent p l a n t s " . T h e s e a r e used to e i t h e r 
b r e a k a m o n o t o n o u s s i lhouet te c r e -
a ted p r i m a r i l y f r o m the t rees left 
s tanding that a re all the s a m e height , 
or on b a r r e n a r e a s w h e r e n e w plants 
must b e added. T h e s e a c c e n t p lants 
are u s e d to add i n t e r e s t to the m a n -
m a d e compos i t ion . A good e x a m p l e of 
an a c c e n t plant w o u l d b e the tall 
n a r r o w for m that w e r e f e r to as e i t h e r 
fas t igate or p y r a m i d a l or c o l u m n a r . 

Just hav ing a group of tall t rees with 
c l e a n b o l e s (trucks with no b r a n c h e s 
c o m i n g out) would look pret ty m u c h 
l ike a s e r i e s of f e n c e posts with v e r y 
l i tt le in teres t . T h e r e f o r e , to add in ter -
est w e add what a r e k n o w n as " u n d e r -
s t o r y " t rees . T h e s e a r e s m a l l e r grow-
ing t r e e s and s o m e t i m e large s h r u b s 
that h a v e the n a t u r a l ab i l i ty to com-
p e t e wi th larger t r e e s wi thout spoi l ing 
the ir g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e and hab i t . 
W h e r e dogwoods grow, this would b e 
the p r i m e e x a m p l e of an u n d e r s t o r y 
t ree . If you a r e f a m i l i a r with the 
V i b u r n u m prunifolium ( B l a c k h a w ) , 
that s m a l l t r e e / s h r u b w o u l d b e the 
idea l e x a m p l e of a p lant w h i c h would 
do wel l as an u n d e r s t o r y s p e c i m e n . 

I n t e r e s t and c o m p o s i t i o n can b e 
a d d e d by se lec t ing those t rees that 
h a v e a c o n s p i c u o u s b l o o m on them at 
c e r t a i n t imes of the y e a r . H e r e again 
you must know (1) w h a t the color of 
the f l o w e r s would b e , (2) what t ime of 
y e a r wi l l they b e in b l o o m , and (3) do 
you use t h e m as s ingle s p e c i m e n s or 
do you m a s s them to get the best ef-
fec t . 

In addi t ion to f l o w e r s , w e can work 
in teres t into the par t i t ion plant ings 
t h r o u g h t h e u s e o f c o n s p i c u o u s 
c o l o r e d b a r k on the t rees . In this m a n -
n e r t h e y can b e of i n t e r e s t twelve 
m o n t h s of the year . T h e c l a s s i c e x a m -
ple h e r e , of course , w o u l d b e the 



A young pair of 
part i t ion plant-
ings (top) does 
not block the 
dramatic views 
to distant points 
off the course. 
C o u r s e s o n 
windswept 
areas (right) 
have to do with 
a minimum of 
t r e e s . Native 
plants are called 
for. 

b i r c h e s with the i r very br ight gray or 
p u r e w h i t e b a r k . 

It m a y s e e m s t r a n g e b u t t h e 
k n o w l e d g e b e f o r e h a n d of fa l l co lor of 
the fo l iage a n d dec iduous p lants is 
e v e n m o r e impor tant than the f l o w e r s 
on a t ree . (1) T h e y usual ly last longer 
and, (2) they a r e m o r e b r i l l i a n t and 
s p e c t a c u l a r b e c a u s e e v e r y l e a f on the 
t ree is in a state of u n b e l i e v a b l e 
b e a u t y . 

A l s o , y o u m u s t t a k e i n t o c o n -
s ider a t ion the gol fer , if he s h o u l d hit a 

The 
QUALITY 
STANDARD 
of the 
INDUSTRY! 
Saves 
Time! 
Increases 
Profits! 

The BEST quality all-purpose self-contained 
golf ball dispenser on the market. Auto-
matically washes, counts, stores and dis-
penses balls into baskets for customers. 
Coin, token or remote control operation. Al-
ways on the job! CALL or WRITE! 
Get details and literature of Ball-O-Matic and 
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b a l l u n d e r or n e a r o n e of t h e s e 
s m a l l e r growing trees . S o m e mul-
t i t runked s p e c i e s , a n d those w h i c h 
h a v e b r a n c h e s to the g r o u n d con-
stitute an u n f a i r h a z a r d for the p l a y e r . 

M i n i m u m m a i n t e n a n c e is des i rable . 

W h e n n e w t r e e s a r e d e c i d e d upon 
f o r t h e s e p a r t i t i o n p l a n t i n g s , the 
des igner , w h o e v e r he m a y b e , must 
h a v e a v i s i o n of t h e m i n i m u m 
twenty y e a r s down the road . T h e s e 
t rees wil l b e h e r e p e r h a p s as long as 
the golf c o u r s e r e m a i n s . T h e r e f o r e , 
m a i n t e n a n c e of these t r e e s s h o u l d b e 
one of the most important f a c t o r s in 
h is d e c i s i o n s w h e n h e m a k e s his 
s e l e c t i o n s of t rees . 

S u c h i t e m s to b e c o n s i d e r e d i n c l u d e 
the type of fo l iage in r e l a t i o n to 
d a m a g e to the turf w h e n they drop to 
the ground in the fal l . T h e l a r g e r or 
the f l a t te r they are , the m o r e d a n g e r 
they can b e to your grass . If you can' t 
get out t h e r e and rake them up almost 
on a dai ly bas i s , e s p e c i a l l y if you get 
caught in a w e t spel l , the m o r e possi-
b l e d a m a g e wil l occur to your f ine 
turf. 

You must k n o w what k ind of s e e d s 
or fruit t h e s e t r e e s wil l set in r e l a t i o n 
to your g r e e n s , tees , f a i r w a y s a n d the 
roughs. You must also know w h a t this 
fruit lying on the ground w o u l d do to 
the g a m e of golf s ince t h e r e a r e cer-
tain rules that the gol fer must fo l low 
in re la t ion to i m p e d i m e n t s a r o u n d his 
bal l . 

Y o u must ask y o u r s e l f — d o e s this 
t r e e natura l ly p r u n e i tself by dropping 
l i t t le twigs and b r a n c h e s throughout 
the growing s e a s o n ? A constant m a i n -
t e n a n c e p r o b l e m w o u l d b e c r e a t e d b y 
h a v i n g to pick t h e m up. A n y o n e w h o 
h a s e v e r l ived in an area w h e r e i c e 
s t o r m s are a thing to l ive with k n o w s 
that c e r t a i n types of t rees on your 
c o u r s e can w i t h s t a n d these i ce s torms, 
w h i l e others a r e l i t e ra l ly r i p p e d to 
s h r e d s . This must b e known again in 
m a k i n g your s e l e c t i o n s . S o m e t r e e s 
c a n s t a n d t h e h i g h w i n d s o f a 
h u r r i c a n e s e a s o n , w h i l e o thers don ' t 
h a v e a c h a n c e . T h e p r o b l e m of p r u n -
ing these t rees over the long run 
b e c o m e s t r e m e m d o u s l y impor tant . In 
the a r e a s of the country w h e r e the Pin 
O a k grows, a n y o n e who has to l ive 
wi th them over a long per iod of y e a r s 
wi l l c o m e to his own conc lus ion (he 
wi l l not h a v e to h e a r some p r o f e s s o r 
tel l h im this) that this is o n e of the 
high m a i n t e n a n c e t r e e s even though it 
is a very v a l u a b l e t ree on a golf 
c o u r s e . If you h a v e n e v e r c l i m b e d into 
a P in O a k t ree a n d cut out s o m e 
b r a n c h e s and then tried to get t h e m 
d o w n to the ground, then you r e a l l y 
h a v e n ' t e x p e r i e n c e d frustrat ion. 

Disease can be deadly . 

Not enough can b e said on the im-
p o r t a n c e of the ab i l i ty of t r e e s that 
you s e l e c t to w i t h s t a n d the ons laughts 
of d i s e a s e s and insects . T h i s can b e 
the undoing of m a n y trees as it w a s 
in the process of doing in the 70's on 
t h e E a s t c o a s t w i t h the A u s t r i a n 
p i n e , (Pinus nigra). Not only golf 
c o u r s e s , but our h o m e grounds, our 
p a r k s , our h i g h w a y plantings, a r e suf-
f e r i n g s e v e r e l y f r o m the e f f e c t s of the 
a i r b o r n e d i s e a s e Diplodia . T h e q u e s -
t ion h e r e would b e , do you w a n t to 
p lant such a t ree that will d ie in the 
n e x t g e n e r a t i o n , or do you cross t h e m 
off your list and use other c o n i f e r s 
that a r e a b l e to c o n t i n u e their n o r m a l 
l i f e span . Not only is k n o w l e d g e a n d 
t i m e l y appl i ca t ion of p r e v e n t i v e t reat -
m e n t s n e c e s s a r y , b u t w i s e t r e e 
s e l e c t i o n is also h e l p f u l . In addi t ion , 
the a p p r o a c h of k e e p i n g d ivers i ty of 
s p e c i e s in the part i t ion plant ings is a 
good o n e to fo l low. T h e n , e v e n if a dis-
e a s e should hit s p e c i f i c t rees , it wi l l 
not b e a b l e to w i p e out an e n t i r e 
p lant ing , as has h a p p e n e d in the pas t . 

P e r h a p s in s u m m a t i o n , w e might 
aga in go b a c k to the c o m p a r i s o n of the 
i n n e r wal l s of your house to the par t -
i t ion plant ing on your golf c o u r s e a n d 
ask you to i m a g i n e e v e r y wal l in your 
h o u s e to b e c o m p l e t e l y b l a n k . T h i s 
w o u l d m e a n no p ic tures , no d r a p e r i e s , 
no s h e l v e s , nothing. 




