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maintenance and renovation 
equipment. Most of the major 
brands of golf course equipment, 
chemicals, and seed were 
displayed by manufacturers or by 
local dealers and distributors. 

OSHA 

Small businesses 
may get a break 
Golf courses and other small 
businesses would no longer have 
to keep logs about occupational 
injuries or illnesses under an 
agreement reached in a 
congressional conference 
committee on the Small Business 
Authorization Bill. 

Courses with 10 or fewer full-
time employees would not have to 
keep the logs for the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
unless the owner was part of a 
survey of small businesses. 

Another privision of the 
amendment to the Small Business 
bill would prohibit OSHA from 
imposing civil penalties against a 
business with 10 or fewer 
employees on first-time OSHA 
inspections which found 10 or 
fewer nonserious violations. 

The conference committee 
report has been approved by both 
houses, but must be signed by the 
president before becoming law. 

Although the amendment 
would limit some of OSHA's 
regulations, some congressmen felt 
it did not go far enough. U.S. Sen. 
Dewey Bartlett (R-Okla.) proposed 
a tougher amendment which was 
defeated in the conference 
committee. One of the senator's 
aides said, "Because the 
amendment says '10 or fewer 
violations,' I think you'll see a lot of 
inspections where they find 11 
violations." 

COMPANIES 

Employee group 
to buy Davey Tree 
The board of directors of Davey 
Tree Expert Co., Kent, Ohio, has 
unanimously approved a plan 
under which the controlling interest 
in the company will be acquired by 
its employees, according to 
Chairman Alexander M. Smith. 

Acquisition of control of the 
company by the group of about 
150 employees is expected to be 
completed in January 1979. The 
sale to employees insures that the 
corporate offices and headquarters 
will remain in Kent. 

Davey has about 2,500 
employees, is licensed in 45 states, 
and expects to do about $50 million 
business this year, according to 
Marketing Manager Henry D. 
Schmid. 

The essential features of the 
plan involve an offer by Davey to 
repurchase outstanding common 
shares, the establishment of an 
employee stock ownership plan 
and trust, and the sale of common 
shares to the trust and to 
employees. The price for the 
shares of Davey Tree in these 
transactions is based on a value for 
the company of approximately $9 
million. 

Toro earnings up; 
stock split sought 
The Toro Co. recently reported 
record sales of $227 million (up 41 
percent from last year) and record 
earnings of $11 million (about 
double last year's) for its 1978 
fiscal year which ended July 31. 
The next day, the Toro board of 
directors approved a 
recommendation to stockholders 

calling for an increase to 15 million 
from 5 million in the number of 
common shares authorized. 

David T. McLaughlin, Toro 
chairman and chief executive 
officer, said if stockholders vote to 
accept the recommendation at the 
annual meeting on November 9, "it 
is management's intention to ask 
the board to authorize a 2-for-1 
stock split in the form of a 100 
percent stock dividend." 

Toro stock has been traded on 
the New York Stock Exchange 
since September 6; it was 
previously traded on the National 
Over-The-Counter Market. Thus 
far, about 2,650,000 common 
shares have been issued. 

Of the company's growth in 
1978, McLaughlin said, "Our 
snowthrowersare completely sold 
out at the manufacturing level. Our 
turf irrigation division entered the 
new year with a large back order 
position. And our walk-behind 
power mowers, rider mowers, and 
professional turf equipment 
continue to receive strong 
reception in the marketplace." 

Product category gains for Toro 
in 1978 were 33 percent in 
professional turf equipment and 42 
in turf irrigation equipment. 

GOLF WORLDWIDE 

Few public courses 
outside of U.S. 
During the Second International 
Conference on Golf Development 
held in Stockholm earlier this year, 
the National Golf Foundation 
learned that about 90 percent of the 
golf facilities outside of the United 
States are private. 

Of the 15 nations with the 
largest number of golf courses, 
only the U.S. has more public 
courses than private. NGF 
Research Director Ed Wells 
provides these figures: 

FERTILIZER 

Sulfur-coating plant 
begins operation 
The first commercial plant in the 
world to produce slow-release 
sulfur-coated fertilizers began 
operations under the direction of 
Ag Industries Mfg. Corp. (AIM) in 
Columbia, Ala., on October 5. A 
similar facility operated by another 
company in Canada coats urea 
only, but the AIM plant sulfur-coats 
a complete fertilizer consisting of 
urea, phosphorus, and potash. 

AIM, an Alabama corporation 
wholly owned by Lakeshore 
Equipment & Supply Co. of Elyria, 
Ohio, is licensed by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) to use 
methods developed by TVA at itsT 

National Fertilizer Development 
Center in Muscle Shoals, Ala., to 
produce the sulfur-coated 
fertilizers. Construction of the plant, 
located on the Chattahoochee 
River, took just less than a year. 

It took the fertilizer development 
center over 15 years to develop a 
suitable coating for urea, a man-
made derivative extracted from the 
atmosphere, according to Ronald 
A. Smith, AIM's project manager 
and chief operating officer. 

Urea is an inexpensive water-
soluble nitrogen fertilizer 
compound with a high nutrient 
content. The sulfur coating slows 
the dissolution of the fertilizer in the 
soil, making the fertilizer last longer, 
reducing the number of 
applications required, producing 
even plant growth, and reducing 
pollution problems on some soils. 

Agronomic testing by TVA and 
universities has proven sulfur-
coated urea to be an excellent 
fertilizer for turfgrasses. 

TOTAL PRIVATE PUBLIC 
COUNTRY COURSES COURSES COURSE! 

1. United States 12,511 5,136 7,375 
2. Great Britain 1,400 1,200 200 
3. Australia 1,357 1,302 55 
4. Canada 1,200 1,000 200 
5. Japan 710 620 90 
6. Scotland 450 375 75 
7. South Africa 435 425 10 
8. New Zealand 390 375 15 
9. Ireland 241 240 1 

10. Sweden 145 144 1 
11. Germany 132 132 0 
12. Argentina 119 110 9 
13. Wales 105 105 0 
14. France 104 102 2 
15. India 80 80 0 

Poor Man's Golf Course Designer & Builder 

1 8 Hole First Class Golf Course 
For Less Than $200,000? 

I DO MY OWN DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION. 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
5000-YARD TO 7000-YARD COURSES. 

Clean ground a lot less. FULL WATER SYSTEM (Semi Auto, Fairways, Greens, 
Tees). I install my own watering system. NEED 60 ACRES TO 130. I do not build 
cheap golf courses. Only the price is cheap. Any way to please you. Look at some 
of my work. Hurry, call now! Any type course. I stay on the job everyday start to 
finish. Specializing in installation of water ing systems. 

Phone 609-235-5084 for details 
Or write: Box 9, M a y s Landing, N.J. 08330 

I go anywhere • Renovations 
Help with promotions 




