
Tennis: the 20th hole 

T h e r e w a s a t ime w h e n a p r i v a t e golf 
c l u b c o u l d be l a u n c h e d a n d th r ive 
w i th ins ta l l a t ion of r ough ly 6,600 y a r d s 
of g r e e n s w a r d and 18 f lags. But it w a s 
soon d i s c o v e r e d tha t a 19th hole , 
i n c l u d i n g locker room a n d grill as we l l 
a s tap , w a s almost m a n d a t o r y . Today , 
it s e e m s no less i m p e r a t i v e that the 
fac i l i ty i n c l u d e t e n n i s cour t s . 

T h e e c o n o m i c n e e d fo r the m o d e r n 
c l u b to s e r v e as a f a m i l y r e c r e a t i o n a l 
c e n t e r h a s c o m b i n e d w i t h the up -
su rge in the p o p u l a r i t y of t enn i s to 
m a k e the t enn i s cour t a n e s sen t i a l 
" 2 0 t h h o l e . " M a n y of t h e m o s t 
c o n s e r v a t i v e o ld- l ine c l u b s h a v e fe l t 
the n e e d to a d d t enn i s to insure the 
r e c r u i t m e n t of new, y o u n g e r m e m -
b e r s a n d the i n c r e a s e d ut i l iza t ion of 
all o t h e r c lub fac i l i t i es . A n d it now ap-
p e a r s v i r tua l ly i n c o n c e i v a b l e that a n y 
n e w l y f o u n d e d p r i v a t e c l u b wou ld not 
i n c l u d e t e n n i s f r o m its i ncep t ion . 

Typ ica l of the p a t t e r n is the h a n d -
s o m e Roll ing Hil ls Golf and R a c q u e t 
C l u b in M o n t g o m e r y , Ala . This 1,000-
a c r e d e v e l o p m e n t a long Byron Ne l son 
Blvd. o p e n e d in 1976 w i t h one 18-hole 
c o u r s e a n d six a l l - w e a t h e r t e n n i s 
cou r t s . T h e la t ter a r e of the C h e v r o n 
Laykold s u r f a c ing s y s t e m a n d a r e 
l i gh t ed fo r n ight t ime p l ay wi th Chev-
r o n ' s l ight ing system, w h i c h p r o v i d e s 

an e v e n d i f f u s i o n of l ight wi th no 
glare , hot spo t s or s t r o b o s c o p i c e f fec t . 

Acco rd ing to p r i n c ip a l o w n e r Hugh 
Smith , t h e s e cour ts w e r e s e l e c t e d for 
the i r d u r a b i l i t y and m i n i m a l m a i n t e -
n a n c e u n d e r h e a v y u s e a n d in all cli-
mat ic cond i t ions . "Fo l lowing a c loud-
bu r s t , " s a id Smith , " t h e y d r y in half 
an hour , a n d the only c a r e t h e y ' v e re-
q u i r e d is a n occas iona l s w e e p i n g off 
of l e a v e s . " 

In less t h a n 2 yea r s , Rol l ing Hil ls 
h a s a c h i e v e d a m e m b e r s h i p of 350 a n d 
expec t s to r e a c h its o p t i m u m of 700 by 
1980. So f a r , 200 h o m e s i t e s abu t t ing 
the golf c o u r s e have b e e n d e v e l o p e d , 
a n d a total of 800 a r e p l a n n e d for 
comple t i on o v e r the nex t 10 yea r s . 

As p r o j e c t e d e x p a n s i o n is rea l -
ized, s p a c e h a s b e e n r e s e r v e d for a 
s econd 18-hole golf c o u r s e a n d an 
add i t iona l 20 tennis cour t s . " E v e n that 
may not b e the end of i t , " sa id Smi th . 
"Wi th a m e t r o p o l i t a n p o p u l a t i o n of 
400,000, M o n t g o m e r y is the fas tes t 
g rowing city in A l a b a m a . " 

Roll ing Hi l l s is the n i n t h p r iva t e 
coun t ry c l u b in the a r e a . " In s t a r t ing a 
n e w c lub t oday , " sa id S m i t h , "you 
h a v e to c o m p e t e for all of the f ami ly ' s 
r e c r e a t i o n a l d e m a n d s , a n d in p lan-
ning your faci l i t ies , the i nc lus ion of 
t enn i s is a n a b s o l u t e n e c e s s i t y . " • 
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tear on vehicles. Less traffic damage to turf 
results also. 

10. WATERING SYSTEMS—the age of 
the water system would influence the cost of 
its upkeep. Also, a c lub with approximately 
600 heads on fairways would have greater 
costs than the club with the average of 185 
heads. 

1 1 . A U T O M A T I C v s . M A N U A L 
IRRIGATION—automat ic irrigation generally 
reflects a labor savings when compared with 
manual irrigation. 

12. SOURCE OF WATER—some clubs 
are blessed with an abundant source of water 
for irrigation of the golf course and grounds. 
Others must purchase all or supplemental 
water. 

13. U N I O N I Z A T I O N — g e n e r a l l y i n -
creases the cost of golf course maintenance, 
especially in the fringe benefit area. 

14. PESTICIDE RESTRICTIONS—be-
cause of the dif ferences in State Regulations 
some chemicals are restricted in certain states 
requir ing the use of more expensive alter-
natives. 

15. PURCHASING—pract ices vary from 
club to club. 

16. INFLATION—because of inflation, a 
1968 budget of $90,000 would have to be in-
creased to over $200,000. An article written by 
Robert Siebert entitled "The Impact of Inflation 
on the Golf Course Superintendents" and 
"Maintenance Budget" concludes that — "the 
maintenance budget has not kept pace with 
the rapid inflation of the 1970's." 

17. STYLE OF MAINTENANCE—the 
c o n t r o v e r s y of " o v e r g r o o m i n g is ove r -
spending" is often voiced in turf maintenance 
circles. Some clubs have chosen to not rake 
periferal sand traps or to mow all of the rough, 
thus returning the golf course to the " l inks" 
fashion of maintenance with resultant savings. 
Unfortunately, the style of maintenance is 
usually not discussed when the budgets are 
compared. 
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