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T h e a l l e g e d e x o d u s of g o l f e r s a n d 
p o t e n t i a l go l f e r s to t e n n i s , r a c q u e t -
ba l l , a n d o t h e r r e c r e a t i o n a l ac t iv i t i e s 
h a s no t , f o r the mos t p a r t , i n c l u d e d 
r e t i r e d p e r s o n s . R e t i r e e s h a v e l i t t le o r 
n o c o n c e r n tha t golf m a y c o n s u m e too 
m u c h t i m e , t he m a i n a r g u m e n t aga in s t 
it by y o u n g e r , b u s i e r p e o p l e . R e t i r e e s 
a r e r e a d y a n d e a g e r f o r t h e a d v e n t u r e 
tha t golf b r i n g s . T h i s a d v e n t u r e s t a r t s 
a n e w c h a l l e n g e in t h e i r l i f e a n d at t he 
s a m e t i m e p r o v i d e s p r e c i o u s socia l ac-
t ivity, a n o p p o r t u n i t y to m a k e n e w 
f r i e n d s . 

M a n y s e n i o r c i t i z e n s a r e d i s -
c o v e r i n g golf for t he f i r s t t i m e . E v e n if 
t hey w e r e i n t r o d u c e d to golf in t h e i r 
you th , t h e g a m e w a s o f t e n a b a n d o n e d 
or c u r t a i l e d d u e to t h e n e c e s s i t i e s of 
c a r e e r d e v e l o p m e n t , b u s i n e s s , a n d 
f a m i l y . S o m e n e v e r , e v e r e x p e c t e d to 
jo in " t h o s e d u m m i e s c h a s i n g that l i t t le 
w h i t e b a l l . " But a f r i e n d , n e i g h b o r , or 
s o m e o n e a l r e a d y r e t i r e d p e r s u a d e d 
the r e l u c t a n t n e w r e t i r e e to " c o m e on 
out a n d m e e t the gang, a good g r o u p of 

guys . " P r o b a b l y , t h e s p o u s e p r o v i d e d 
s o m e u rg ing . In a n y case , t i m e d i d not 
m a t t e r . T h e golf b u g a n d t h e c i r c l e of 
good g o l f i n g f r i e n d s took o v e r . 

P u b l i c golf c o u r s e s all o v e r the 
c o u n t r y a r e d e v e l o p i n g s t r o n g con-
t i n g e n t s of s e n i o r go l f e r s . S e n i o r golf 
is g r o w i n g b y l e a p s a n d b o u n d s . Golf 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , p r o f e s s i o n a l s , a n d 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s a r e e n c o u n t e r i n g a 
g r o u p to s e r v e w h i c h a f e w s h o r t y e a r s 
ago d i d n o t ex i s t . T h e s e n i o r g o l f e r s 
a r e o r g a n i z i n g . In m a n y l o c a t i o n s they 
h a v e b e c o m e a " p r e s s u r e g r o u p " wi th 
w h o m p o l i t i c i a n s a n d golf m a n a g e -
m e n t h a v e h a d to c o p e . 

T i m e is of l i t t le c o n s e q u e n c e to the 
r e t i r e d p e r s o n . Ac t ive m i n d s c a n n o w 
l e n d t h e m s e l v e s to w h a t ' s go ing on at 
t h e golf c o u r s e s . S o m e of t h e s m a l l e s t 
d e t a i l s of t h e g o l f o p e r a t i o n s , 
s e e m i n g l y u n i m p o r t a n t to m a n a g e -
m e n t , c a n b e c o m e i r r i t a n t s or sug-
ges t ions . S o m e s e n i o r s wi l l a r b i t r a r i l y 
m o v e t e e m a r k e r s p l a c e d t h e r e e a r l y 
tha t m o r n i n g . M a n y of t h e m p r a c -
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t i ca l ly l ive at t he c o u r s e , t ak ing a p e r -
s o n a l i n t e r e s t f a r g r e a t e r t h a n 
m a n a g e m e n t a p p r e c i a t e s . T h e y a r e 
a d e p t at k n o w i n g w h o m to c o n t a c t a n d 
h a v e t h e r e f o r e b e c o m e a p o w e r f u l 
v o i c e in the po l i t i c s of a d m i n i s t e r i n g a 
golf p r o g r a m . 

M o s t r e t i r e e s l i v e on a f i x e d in -
c o m e so t h e q u a r t e r or d o l l a r t h a t is 
s p e n t m u s t b e w a t c h e d . T h i s is t h e 
a r e a w h e r e mos t c o m p l a i n t s o r i g i n a t e . 
S o m e b e l i e v e tha t b e c a u s e t h e y a r e 
r e t i r e d or h a v e r e a c h e d that " g o l d e n 
a g e " it all s h o u l d b e g i v e n to t h e m . A 
p r e v a l e n t a t t i t u d e is tha t the e s t a b l i s h -
m e n t " o w e s u s . " S o m e p o l i t i c i a n s 
h a v e f o r c e d golf m a n a g e m e n t to g i v e 
golf a w a y to the s e n i o r s f o r f e a r of 
" g r a y p o w e r . " 

G r o w t h and involvement 
P e r c e n t a g e s of s e n i o r p l a y wi l l v a r y 
g r e a t l y f r o m the r e t i r e m e n t a r e a s of 
t h e s u n b e l t to t h e n o r t h e r n m e t r o -
p o l i t a n a r e a s . In C i n c i n n a t i it r a n g e s 
f r o m 10 to 15 p e r c e n t of to ta l p l a y , 
d e p e n d i n g on the golf c o u r s e . N e a r l y 
700 s e n i o r s p l a y w e e k l y in o r g a n i z e d 
g r o u p s . Of t h e s e , 90 p e r c e n t or m o r e 
p l a y o n l y n i n e h o l e s e a c h ou t ing . Las t 
y e a r , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 35,000 s e n i o r 
g r e e n s f e e s w e r e c o l l e c t e d on s e v e n 
golf c o u r s e s . 

In m a n y m u n i c i p a l golf p r o g r a m s , 
s e n i o r golf is g i v e n a w a y . It is t h i s 
w r i t e r ' s o p i n i o n tha t if the s e n i o r r a t e 
is no t at l e a s t ha l f t h e r e g u l a r f e e , t h e n 
it b e c o m e s a n o t h e r l i ab i l i ty f o r t h e 
t a x p a y e r . T h e r a n g e of g r e e n s f e e s 
a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y is w i d e . S o m e a r e 
f r e e , o t h e r s $1 or h a l f , t h r e e - q u a r t e r s 
or f u l l r a t e . A n n u a l f e e p l a n s a r e 
a v a i l a b l e f o r as l o w as $30, a l t h o u g h 
t h e p o p u l a r i t y of a n n u a l f e e s a m o n g 
golf a d m i n i s t r a t o r s is d i m i n i s h i n g . 
T r y i n g to e l i m i n a t e t h e s e u n d e s i r a b l e 
a n n u a l f e e s h a s b e c o m e a n e x t r e m e l y 
d i f f i c u l t task d u e to o b j e c t i o n s f r o m 
t h o s e no t w a n t i n g to p a y t h e i r f a i r 
s h a r e . N o m a t t e r w h a t p r i c e t h e s e n i o r 
h a s to pay , h o w e v e r , t h e p o p u l a r i t y of 
golf a m o n g r e t i r e e s wi l l c o n t i n u e to 
g r o w . 

G r o w t h is b o r d e r i n g on t h e p h e -
n o m e n a l . It wi l l no t s u b s i d e or l e v e l 
o f f . T h r e e y e a r s ago t h e r e w e r e o n l y 
f o u r o r g a n i z e d s e n i o r g r o u p s in t h e 
C i ty of C i n c i n n a t i m u n i c i p a l golf p r o -
g r a m . T o d a y t h e r e a r e e ight o r g a n i z e d 
g r o u p s , o n e w i t h o u t a f o r m a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , a n d o n e f l e d g l i n g g r o u p 



d e v e l o p i n g . T h e o r g a n i z e d g r o u p s 
h a v e cons t i tu t ions a n d b y l a w s w h i c h 
c o v e r a v a r i e d r a n g e of s u b j e c t s : ceil-
ing on the n u m b e r of m e m b e r s , age 
r e q u i r e m e n t s , e l ec t ion a n d d u t i e s of 
o f f i ce r s , commi t t ee s , a n d d u e s . 

Not all h a v e a cei l ing on the n u m -
b e r of m e m b e r s , but most do. T h e 
Bogey B e n d e r s at N e u m a n n Golf 
C o u r s e h a v e a ce i l ing of 90. T h e i r 
wa i t i ng list g r e w so large that a sp in-
off g roup , the Ea r ly Birds, w a s f o r m e d 
w i t h a ce i l ing of 60. Each n o w h a s a 
wa i t i ng list of 30. 

The Par H o p e r s , wi th ful l r o s t e r of 
120, h a v e 25 m o r e gol fers w a i t i n g to 
jo in . T h e G o l d e n Swinge r s ce i l i ng is 
92, wi th 20 m o r e on the w a i t i n g list. 
T h e Divot Diggers and Bogey Bus t e r s 
h a v e m a x i m u m s of 72 and 40. T h e 
o t h e r two h a v e no cei l ing a n d h a v e 
o v e r 60 m e m b e r s . Most g r o u p s a r e 
m a l e o r i e n t e d , bu t the f l edg l ing g r o u p 
is mixed . T h e r e is o n e p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
f e m a l e s e n i o r s g r o u p w h i c h p l a y s at 
R e e v e s Golf C o u r s e . 

I n v o l v e m e n t of the City of C inc in -
n a t i golf a d m i n i s t r a t i o n is v e r y 
m i n i m a l . I n i t i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s to 
d e v e l o p a n e w g r o u p a n d s e n i o r 
t o u r n a m e n t s a r e in i t i a t ed by t h e golf 
s t a f f . Golf p r o f e s s i o n a l s H a n k Wi lms , 
L a r r y Brant , Jack Albury , a n d Jer ry 
W o o d h a v e h a d g rea t success in the i r 
e f f o r t s to o r g a n i z e n e w g roups . O n c e 
the i dea or g r o u p is born , the s e n i o r s 
t a k e over a n d a d m i n i s t e r the i r o w n 
p r o g r a m s . 

In 1977, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of e a c h 
g r o u p m e t w i t h t h e city s u p e r v i s o r of 

golf, w h o p r e s e n t e d the i d e a a n d 
d e s c r i p t i o n of a f o u r - m a n s c r a m b l e . 
T h e s e n i o r s e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y b o u g h t 
t he i d e a a n d d e v e l o p e d the i r o w n 
t o u r n a m e n t ru les . T h e y p l a c e d a l imi t 
on t h e n u m b e r of t e a m s e a c h l e a g u e 
cou ld e n t e r . T h e f i e l d w a s f i l l ed w i t h 
32 t e a m s a n d s o m e g r o u p s w e r e d is-
a p p o i n t e d b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e t u r n e d 
a w a y . T h e City O p e n Sen io r Golf 
C h a m p i o n s h i p p l a y e d on a w e e k e n d 
h a s not b e e n a p o p u l a r t o u r n a m e n t , 
e v e n though it is in f l ights by age 
g roups . This e v e n t is b e i n g s c h e d u l e d 
on w e e k d a y s in 1978 in an e f f o r t to in-
c r e a s e p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

Contributions and considerations 
C i n c i n n a t i is p r o u d of its s e n i o r s . 
T h e i r c o n s t r u c t i v e i d e a s a n d sug-
ges t ions a r e i n v a l u a b l e . T h e cons t an t 
g r i p e r s a r e s o o n i d e n t i f i e d , a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t d e v e l o p s its t e c h n i q u e s 
in s e p a r a t i n g the w h e a t f r o m the 
c h a f f . O u r s en io r s ' i n v o l v e m e n t is 
vital in our you th t o u r n a m e n t s . T h e 
P a r H o p e r s v o l u n t e e r the i r s e rv i ce s to 
m o n i t o r play, post sco res , d e t e r m i n e 
long d r i v e a n d c loses t to the ho le , a n d 
just do a n y t h i n g t h e y can to ass is t t he 
p ro . 

T h e Bogey B e n d e r s took on a 
s p e c i a l p ro j ec t in w h i c h they r a i s e d 
f u n d s a n d b e a u t i f i e d t he i r c o u r s e w i t h 
f l o w e r b e d s a n d p l an t ings , w h i c h they 
m a i n t a i n . Of the 14 m e m b e r s w h o 
s e r v e on the M u n i c i p a l Golf A d v i s o r y 
Counc i l , s even a r e s e n i o r s p r o v i d i n g 
t h e i r v a l u e d e x p e r t i s e to the d i r e c t i o n 
of C i n c i n n a t i ' s Golf P r o g r a m . 

T h e golf p r o g r a m in C inc inna t i 
p r o v i d e s for r e d u c e d r a t e s for s e n i o r s 
at age 65 — or at 62 if on Social 
S e c u r i t y . T h o s e r e c e i v i n g S o c i a l 
Secur i ty at an e a r l i e r age d u e to a dis-
abi l i ty a r e a lso e l ig ib le to r e c e i v e a 
" s e n i o r c a r d . " T h e S t a t e of O h i o 
" G o l d e n B u c k e y e " c a r d i s s u e d to 
sen io r s is a lso h o n o r e d . G r e e n s f e e s 
a r e $2.10 f o r 9 ho le s a n d $3.50 for 18 
holes . F e e s a r e r e d u c e d f u r t h e r on the 
execu t ive a n d p a r 3 c o u r s e s . T h e r e is 
no a n n u a l f e e p l an . S e n i o r s mus t tee-
off b e f o r e 12 noon on w e e k d a y s only, 
though u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n is a p ro -
posal to i n c r e a s e the cutoff t ime to 
2:00 p . m . W e e k d a y m o r n i n g s a r e 
c r o w d e d a lmos t to c a p a c i t y . Organ -
ized s e n i o r g r o u p s u t i l i ze two m o r n -
ings at t h r e e golf cou r ses . O t h e r m o r n -
ings h a v e s c h e d u l e d l e a g u e s fo r wo-
m e n , sh i f t w o r k e r s , a n d you th . Wi th-
out q u e s t i o n , the s e n i o r s f o r m the 
n u c l e u s of the C i n c i n n a t i w e e k d a y 
m o r n i n g golf p rog ram. 

T h e r e is room for s o m e e x p a n s i o n 
at s e v e r a l courses , not so at o the r s . 
T h e q u e s t i o n is, w h a t wi l l the f u t u r e 
ho ld? E x p a n s i o n of p r e s e n t c o u r s e s or 
d e v e l o p m e n t of n e w fac i l i t i e s m a y not 
be p r u d e n t , e v e n though fac i l i t i e s fo r 
sen io r e x p a n s i o n a r e n e e d e d . S e n i o r s 
in past y e a r s h a v e b e e n r e f e r r e d to a s 
the " g r a y m i n o r i t y , " bu t t h e gove rn -
men t c e n s u s d e p a r t m e n t s ta tes tha t 
this m i n o r i t y will c h a n g e to a m a j o r i t y 
in a f e w y e a r s . If th is is t rue , it ap -
p e a r s tha t the d e m a n d for t ime on the 
golf c o u r s e wi l d e f i n i t e l y e x c e e d the 
supp ly . • 


