
Japanese Beetle No Longer Worst Pest 

footage involved in the automatic 
irrigation system which requires 
from 10 to 40 miles of wire. In addi-
tion to higher costs, Siemens said 
construction and maintenance haz-
ards would result. 

The association will formally ask 
the National Electrical Code Com-
mittee when it meets in December to 
amend Exception 3 of Section 300-5 
of the National Electrical Code to 
add golf courses to the exception 
now provided for residential branch 
circuits of 300 volts or less. 

Harry J . Lambeth, executive di-
rector of G C B A ' s Washington of-
fice, has urged other golf associa-
tions to join the effort. For addi-
tional information on code stan-
dards, contact Richard Lloyd, 1285 
Walt Whitman Rd., Melville, Long 
Island, N.Y. , 11746, chairman of 
Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc. 

Golf Car Industry Injured, 
Government Says on Import 
The federal International Trade 
Commission has ruled that some 
electric golf cars imported into the 
country from Poland being sold at 
"less than fair value" have injured 
the American golf car industry. The 
cars have been imported by Melex, 
U.S.A., Inc., Raleigh, N.C. 

The ruling from the ITC has not 
been published in the Federal 
Register yet, according to Donald 
Schreiber, operations officer for the 
U.S. Customs Service. Clem W. 
Sharek, executive vice president of 
Melex, said his company had been 
notified that golf cars being im-
ported into the country by his com-
pany would be assessed dumping 
duties. He said a figure was not yet 
decided upon. Schreiber said it 
might take until the middle of next 
year to decide what duties would be 
assessed. 

Sharek said his company was 
still importing golf cars into the 
country, and that his company has 
to put up a bond on the cars until 
the case is finally settled. He said the 
cars are still being sold. T h e 
published price of 1976 Melex golf 
cars is $1,695 for its three-wheel 
models and $1,765 for its four-wheel 
models. The highest-priced retail car 
in the industry for major manu-
facturers is E-Z Go's model at $2,-
042. The lowest-priced model of the 
majors is Harley-Davidson's new 
DE-40 at $1,560. 

No longer is the Japanese beetle the 
most obnoxious summer insect pest. 
Rapidly taking over the number one 
spot is a newcomer — Ataenius 
Spretulus — a grub only about one-
tenth the size of the beetle. 

The grub has emerged through-
out the East as one of the most 
d e s t r u c t i v e g r u b s ever to be 
coped with, it was reported in the 
newsletter of the Mid-Atlant ic 
Association of Gol f Course Super-
intendents. Wide-spread infestations 
have been noted on many golf 
courses, taking on the appearance of 
wilted-out patches ranging in size 
from four inches to two feet in dia-
meter. Another tell-tale sign is any 
area birds begin to chew up that is 
wilted in appearance. 

The insects are located in the soil 
immediately below the thatch, rang-
ing in number from 20 to 150 indivi-
dual grubs per square foot. The grub 
is attracted to any poorly drained 
area. The mature insect is black and 
difficult to see without close obser-
vation. 

The eastern region of the U S G A 
G r e e n s S e c t i o n r e p o r t s : 
"Preliminary findings indicate that 
the best time to apply Diazinon or 
Dursban for control is late May. 

"With specific research lacking, 
the rates are given at tentatively 
Diazinon at four pounds active per 
acre and Dursban at two pounds ac-
tive per acre. Aeration and/or spik-
ing o f infested areas prior to 
application of the insecticide is 
recommended. Wetting agents to 
further aid in the penetration of the 
insecticides may be helpful. The in-
secticides must also be watered in 
very well. Insecticides are most 
effective when applied to young 
stages o f insect deve lopment . 
Presently there appears to be only 
one annual brood." 

T u r f damage from Ataenius 
Spretulus is being reported all along 
the east coast, predominantly in 
New York, New Jersey, Connecti-
cut, Ohio, Maryland, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

M. 0. Lee, chairman of The Lee Co., Shawnee Mission, Kan., recently signed an 
agreement to be official sponsors of the Eighth Annual PGA Club Professional 
Golf Tournament to be held this month at Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, 
Georgia. With Lee were Charles Van Dyne, Lee golf line manager (left) and 
William McKenna, president. 

NOV.-DEC./75 GOLFDOM MAGAZINE 37 




