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SWINGING GROUND GOLF 

Two calls tell career golf stories: 
There was a wide span of golf course 
maintenance history in a couple of 
telephone calls I got in the same 
hour one day recently. 

The first one was from Adelor 
(Bud) Petit, a former Western Golf 
Assn. president who also had been a 
president of the Knollwood Club in 
Lake Forest, 111. Petit and James 
Royer, also previously a Western 
and Knollwood president, headed a 
Knollwood committee arranging a 
tribute to Lindo (Butch) Bernar-
dino, who is retiring after 46 years of 
service to Knollwood. He has been 
superintendent most of that time. 

Bernardino is one of an era of 
geniuses who changed golf course 
maintenance from a chore of play 
pasture growing and mowing to a 
profession and art of landscape 
management that has had more in-
fluence on the beautification of the 
United States than any other sport 
has been able to offer . There has 
been plenty of hero worship of the 
great players of golf but very little 
w r i t t e n a n d s a i d a b o u t t h e 
marvelously versatile artists who 
have developed golf course man-
agement. In the Chicago area alone 
there has been an array of these 
colorful characters. Among them 
were G C S A A p r e s i d e n t s J o h n 
McGregor , Ray Gerber , Norman 
J o h n s o n , Bob W i l l i a m s , R o y 
Nelson, Norman Kramer and the 
first PGA president, Robert White, 
who was also a pioneer in course 
management schooling. There were 
the Dinellis, the Bertuccis, Joe Rose-
man, the Millers, Eddie Dearie, Bob 
Duguid, the Stupples, Emil Mashie, 
John Coutre, the Boyds . . . you 
could name 50 of them who helped 
make golf history. Yet they remain 
unsung. 

The other call was about to-
m o r r o w in course ma in t enance . 

Clyde Raible, owner of a golf course 
in Knoxville, 111., asked about a 
school which his daughter could at-
tend in learning golf course man-
agement. Clyde says his young lady 
is deeply in love with golf course 
work and confident there would not 
be a happier career in the working 
world than that of developing a 
beautiful golf course that could be 
enjoyed by many who need beauty 
brought into their lives. A little 
abou t where golf course main-
tenance has been and where it is go-
ing. 

"Replace divots" an old plea 
found useless? "Replace divots" re-
quests now se ldom are players ' 
responsibil i t ies on wel l -managed 
courses. The reason is simple. The 
divots do not heal. 

Repair of divots with soil, fer-
tilizer, seed or even s to lons is 
quicker, more effective, provides 
good playing condition, is better 
looking and does a needed j ob 
without adding appreciably to the 
costs of first-grade maintenance, ac-
cording to superintendents whose 
courses identify them as authorities. 
Scattered divots in a shot area 
quickly get to be a sloppy mess. 
Mowing does not shred the divots so 
the Bermuda of bent chunks are dis-
tributed for healing. Seniors who 
have played a lot of golf all over this 
country will tell you they have never 
seen what they would consider a 
course maintained in good condi-
tion that has tees and shot areas 
scarred by unattended divots. 

There was a time not too long 
ago when the good caddie was 
taught how to do the best possible 
j o b of replacing a divot. Even when 
fairway watering systems came in, 
the divots rarely healed and a player 
found himself with the difficult task 
of playing a delicate approach off a 
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The ad at the left is how 
we're telling America's 
golfers about new 
TREBLER Golf Spikes 
in the June issue of 
GOLF DIGEST. 
Over 600,000 golfers 
will see our message, 
and many of them will be 
looking for TREBLERS. 
Stock up now to meet the 
demand by contacting 
the TREBLER distributor 
nearest you: 
ARMO GOLF 
PO. Box F1272, 
Wayne, N.J. 07470 
Phone: 201-694-3123 
CURLY BATES COMPANY 
860 Stanton Rd., 
Burlingame, Calif. 94010 
Phone: 415-697-6420 
SANDVIK INC. 
3127 Belmont St., 
Kansas City, Mo. 64129 
Phone: 816-861-5520 
PS. — Please note that we 
first direct the golfer to 
you... then offer to sell 
direct (for a limited time 
only) if he cannot locate 
a source of supply in his 
area. 
So stock TREBLERS now 
— and get your share of 
the new kind of golf spike 
profits with the new kind 
of golf spike. 

TREBLER three-way 
efficiency golf spike by 
SANDVIK INC. 
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loose piece of sod. Playing f rom a 
cuppy lie in a divot scar was easier. 
The first fellow I r emember who 
took the "replace d ivo t " line off 
scorecards was T o m Walsh , one of 
the owners of Westgate Valley, a fee 
course in south s u b u r b a n Chicago. 
He became P G A President in 1937. 
T o m ' s bro ther F rank was a promi-
nent player of tha t per iod. There 
were three other Walsh brothers 
w h o were professionals and course 
opera tors . The Walsh brothers and 
their fr iends in charge of courses 
never were able to get divots to grow 
satisfactorily, so they topdressed the 
scars and let na ture t ake its course. 
T h e Japanese were quicker to get the 
divot repair answer applied than we 
were. The girl caddies carried bags 
of fertilized soil and seed with which 
they deftly and swiftly patched the 
scars. The girls picked up the divots 
and carried them to compos t piles. 

Colorful new dress of rules book 
and USGA report scores: Change of 
the U S G A Rules of Gol f book f rom 
its convent ional and ra ther d rab 
style of cover to a red-banded cover 
with red headings inside has b rought 
favorab le comment f r o m many who 
previously only glanced at the book . 
There has even been commen t tha t 
red ink might be used to clarify or 
emphasize details of the rules. 

T h e co lor was sugges ted by 
Har ry Easterly, cha i rman of the 
Rules of Golf commit tee . The bright 
new styling of the 81st annua l report 
of the U S G A executive commit tee 
which awakened m a n y golfers and 
club officials to the immense interest 
and value of U S G A yearly activities 
was the suggestion of Janet Seagle, 
t he a s s o c i a t i o n ' s l i b r a r i an a n d 
U S G A museum cura to r . 

Western and U.S. Opens meet 
head-on in a headache: Luck, but not 
business judgment of spor t sman-
ship, will determine whether or not 
playing the Western Open this year 
in the Chicago area a week follow-
ing the U.S. Open was a mistake. 

The Western Open at Butler 
Na t iona l Golf C lub in western sub-
urban Chicago will be played June 
26-29, the week fol lowing the U.S. 
Open at Medinah C o u n t r y Club 15 
miles away f rom Butler. The U.S. 
Open caboose da te was the only 
acceptable one the Western Open 
could get f rom the T o u r n a m e n t 
Players ' Division of the P G A . The 

Western Open really began the tour -
nament circuit. While the usual 
Chr is tmas gift and other early pro-
motion of U.S. Open ticket sales 
were being conducted by the pro-
moter who cares for this business of 
the U S G A and the host club, away 
went much of the guarantee of the 
Western Open gate that finances the 
W e s t e r n ' s C h i c k E v a n s c a d d i e 
scholarships. M a y b e the golf car is 
succeeding the caddie but there now 
are 850 of these scholars in univer-
sities. There have been more than 4,-
000 of the scholarships financed. 
These scholarships now cost a round 
$5,000 a year. T h e caddie scholars 
are a g roup of young men, and a few 
young women, w h o are very care-
fully selected. They are people pro-
fessional golfers better have as sup-
porters. 

In addi t ion to these super ior 
young people, the Western Gol f 
Assn. can present its Par Club , and 
o rgan i za t i on of f inanc ia l ly a n d 
socially p rominen t men and women 
who contr ibute $100 a year or more 
to the W G A Evans scholarship 
f u n d . M a n y of these men a n d 
women have accounted for the sup-
port that built and mainta ins the 
tournament circuit. The Chicago 
situation is potential ly a delicate one 
fo r Jack N i c k l a u s and J o h n n y 
Miller. Both have lucrative con-
t r ac t s with C h i c a g o - b a s e d c o m -
panies — Nicklaus with Brunswick 
C o r p . and H a r t , S c h a f f n e r a n d 
Marx; and Miller with Sears. These 
days c o r p o r a t i o n s have e n o u g h 
p r o b l e m s w i t h o u t b e c o m i n g in-
volved with the playing schedules of 
pro athletes. 

Ryder Cup vets of 1927 join A1 
Watrous party: A beloved veteran of 
American pro golf, A1 Wat rous , will 
be honored at a celebrity p rogram to 
be played at G r e a t Oaks Golf Club , 
Rochester, Mich. , Aug. 26. G e n e 
Sarazen, Johnny Farrell and Joe 
Turnesa , who were t eammates of 
Wat rous on the 1929 Ryder C u p 
team, plan to play. Hagen, Dudley , 
Hor ton Smith, A1 Espinosa, Diegel 
and Golden comple ted that t eam 
which lost 5 to 7 to the British, are 
now playing in greener pastures . In 
1926, Wat rous finished second to 
Bob Jones in the British Open . 
Wat rous now is 76 and f requent ly 
scoring better t han his age. He says 
he usually can beat any of his 22 
grandchi ldren. He lives in Saraso ta , 
Fla. • 




