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ANSWERS TO TURF QUESTIONS

SHORTAGES IN PEACE TIME

The last declared war ended about 30
years ago. The people of the United
States suffered through shortages and
rationing then, and, when this article
is published, we may be going
through similar antics—but in peace
time. Our peace-keeping efforts
around the world seem to have ended
with severe shortages of energy, mate-
rials, fertilizers, plastics and who
knows what else!

Each golf course must assess its
own position in this topsy-turvey
world in which we find ourselves. It
wasn’t so very long ago that fairways
were mowed with horse-drawn equip-
ment. Many of us can still remember
this era. Could it return? Before I try
to answer, let me remind everyone
that, when tractor fuel is scarce, gas
and oil will be allocated first to food
producers (farmers).

Fairways have been kept playable
with horse-drawn mowers and with
grazing sheep. I've played on wooly-
cropped turf; it isn’t so bad. Putting
greens and tees have been magnifi-
cent when mowed with hand-pushed
mowers. Most every superintendent,
I hope, has kept his hand mower.
With our expanding population and a
high rate of unemployment, we
should be able to find plenty of strong
willing backs to push these mowers.

Automatic irrigation systems con-
sume energy. When energy is in
short supply, we may be irrigating
less. With less water, we can expect
fewer weeds. There will be less mow-
ing during short rainfall periods. Turf-
grass quality generally should not
suffer.

Fertilizer is essential to the produc-
tion of food. This is the first order
of priority. Recreational turf will be
far down the line when fertilizer

needs are subjected to allocation.
Each golf course will be obliged to
consider very carefully its fertilizer
needs in its own order of priorities.
The old concept of compost may be
high on the list to keep putting
greens puttable. (I've had a compost
pile going since 1946.)

Chances are good that the total
energy situation will get worse before
it gets better. We can indulge in
wishful thinking and hope and pray
that alternative forms of energy will
become available. Some people run
their cars on gas produced from gar-
bage and manures. In the Southwest
there is solar energy going to waste.
Why haven’t we tapped that source
before now? Hydrogen is the least
polluting of all fuels. Why aren’t we
geared to using it?

I have to wonder how much
energy is required to make artificial
turf to cover a football field. Natural
grass uses the sun’s energy to pro-
duce playing turf. I think that foot-
ball players will be glad when the
playing turf gets back to nature.

I have a good hand mower. All
I have to do is find a willing boy or
man to push it (wish I could). I'll set
it high, use very little fertilizer and
not irrigate at all. Each of us will
find a way to reduce our dependence
on petroleum-based energy, I'm sure.

Q—We have several spring and stream

fed lakes on our golf course. Could

you suggest a way that we could use
these bodies of water more fully
during this period of shortages?
(Indiana)
A—A letter just received from Bill
Lyons of Canal Fulton in Ohio gives
us a clue. Consult your state fish
and game commission, stock the
lakes with fish and grow food for
the members and for sale. We must
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® One of the most economical of the fine-
bladed grasses.

® Thrives on close-cutting to 14 inch.

® A winter-hardy grass for overseeding in
Southern climes.

o Slow growth rate helps cut mainte-
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overseeding.
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learn to utilize every resource to the
maximum and this is a fine way to
begin. Fertilizer for golf turf might
be in short supply, but I'm sure that
you could get enough to fertilize
food ponds.

Q—During World War II, many of
our golf courses deteriorated severely
because of shortages. Do you antici-
pate a similar situation in the months
and years ahead? (Massachusetts)
A—No, I do not. For one thing, this
is peace time, and we have an unem-
ployment problem. There is no short-
age of manpower to operate
equipment.

Q—We fear that our public pay-as-
you-play courses will suffer when
people who want to play and who
want to walk will not be able to get
to the courses to play. We are re-
signed to storing our power cars to
conserve energy. Do you have any
thoughts on the situation? (Ohio)
A—With transportation curtailed,
getting golfers to the golf course
could seriously affect all operations
at the club and could cut into incom-
ing revenues. It might create new
interest in car pools and in public
transportation. Each course has its
individual aspects of the general
situation and should encourage group
travel to the course by any mode of
transportation.

Q—We are considering planting our
70 acres of fairways to a reliable
strain of improved bermuda grass.
How many bushels of sprigs would
be required? Can you give us a reason-
able accurate estimate of the cost?
What would it cost to seed the fairways
to Arizona common (hulled) bermuda?

(Maryland)
A—Recently I had asked some of the
same questions of my friend E. Ray
Jensen of Southern Turf Nurseries,
Tifton, Ga. He does a lot of con-
tract planting (sprigging). He uses
300 bushels of sprigs an acre. The
cost varies between $300 and $350
an acre, depending mainly on the
source of sprigs and the variety. In
your area, Tufcote bermuda is one of
the favorite varieties. Arizona
common seed at current prices (it
may be higher) would cost about $60
to $75 an acre. Your main problem
will be winterkill (or springkill), if
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