AR N.GRAU

WHAT? NO PENSION?

A good friend of long standing, a
retired golf course superintendent
now living in Florida, wrote to me
recently. After 26 years of de-
voted service to his club (and he had
many good years of service left) he
was ‘‘retired,” actually dismissed,
without a pension of any kind. I
know the man and I know the club.
He introduced innovations in
equipment, fertilizers, ground cov-
ers and many other things. What I
don’t understand is how the busi-
nessmen for whom he worked could
so callously turn him out to pas-
ture without the thank you and the
courtesy of some sort of pension or
endowment. It is a bit like un-
harnessing the horse, opening the
pasture gate and giving him a slap
on the rump.

This friend is understandably
bitter, soft-spoken as he is. It is too
late to turn back the clock for him,
but his experience, which is shared
by many, should guide present and
future negotiations between club
and superintendent. Surely there
must be some guidelines that can
help the new or old superintendent
achieve a just and honorable con-
tract, which will help to sustain him
when he retires. Club officials
should bow their heads in shame if
they do not insist upon some such
stipulation in the contract. One
may safely assume that nine out of
10 businessmen in the club have
made sure that they will have a re-
tirement income. Shouldn’t they al-
so do the same for one of their
most devoted employees?

I have just talked with another
good friend who has been at his club
since it was built about 1952. He has
tried to negotiate a retirement
benefit for several years, but each
time he is told that he is selfish in
wanting something just for him-

self. These short-sighted officials
one day will wonder, *“Why can’t we
attract good men?”" The horse is not
likely to be drawn to an empty feed-
bag.

MULTIPLE SOLUTION

Q-—1In reviewing your Q's and A's,
we see that on more than one occa-
sion you stress the value of white
soluble sulfate of potash, which can
be applied in water suspension. We
note, too, that for putting greens,
you seem to favor sprayable
powdered ureaform. We can ob-
tain the UF powder, but can't find
the sprayable sulfate of potash. If
there any possibility that the UF
people might supply the KSO;
along with their product or even in a
mixture? {Virginia)
A—Recent contacts with manu-
facturers of both products give me
strong hope that the UF people will
supply the sprayable potash, too.
One outfit is considering a 3-0-1
ratio mix of UF powder and spray-
able (no clog) potash. Because
some conditions dictate a different
ratio (3-0-2 in some cases). it is im-
portant to have the sulfate of pot-
ash on hand as a separate item. As
you are well aware, the big advan-
tage of sprayable powders over
granular products is *‘no mower
pickup.™ Safety also counts.

WHEN TO ADD P?

Q-—On our 18 hole course (sandy
soil, very porous soil in the greens)
we have what many golfers call
“near perfect putting turf.” They
putt true, are resilient without be-
ing spongy, a well-played shot holds
very well and the color and texture
are excellent. The grass is Penn-
cross, which is very responsive to
our program.

I want to outline the feeding pro-
gram and then ask the $64 question.

comtinued on page 58

New,
important improvements
truly make the

Greensaire ll

the world’s
most
efficient
aerator.

Complies with OSHA
safety requirements

The Greensaire Il is completely
redesigned. Sturdier, to withstand
the constant punishment of aerat-
ing. Simplified, but mechanically
improved construction lessens or
eliminates many of the wear and
part replacement characteristics of
its predecessor. Performs better,
longer, and with less maintenance.

The Greensaire |l removes 36
clean cores from every square foot
of turf. One pass relieves soil com-
paction, reduces thatch and an op-
tional attachment windrows cores
for easy collection. Straight in and
out penetrations. Holes are 3" deep
and uniformly spaced on two inch
centers. Different size tines for
various ground conditions. You'll
always get dependable, precision
aerating.

NEW! @ Functional axle location
e Control positioning
e Coring improvements
e Better lubrication
e Easy tine changing
e Simplified chassis

Write for detailed information.

When its time to replace
worn out tines it can be
quickly and easily done
without the need of spe-
clal tools. Only an allen
wrench is necessary to
remove the tines from
the clamp-style holders.

The controls on the new
Greensaire |l have been
relocated to offer the
operator the easiest
possible operating po-
sitions and maximum
safety. Minimum of
stretching or bending

TURF EQUIPMENT
Outboard Marine Corporation
1722 Cushman Drive
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501
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