
MAINTENANCE 
MATERIALS: PRICE AND SUPPLY TRENDS '73: 

No shortages of fungicides 
or insecticides seen; 
Fertilizer prices hold steady; 
Equipment trending to 
interchangeable units; 
Seed supplies 
and price seesaw 
b y F R E D V. G R A U 

How will my budget hold out? Will I 
be able to get what I need when I 
want it? Should I stockpile? 

These and many other questions 
are on the minds of superintendents 
as they meet with their chai rmen and 
their boards to develop their 1973 
budge ts . H o p e f u l l y , the fo l lowing 
survey, which is a cross-section of 
o p i n i o n s f r o m r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
within the industry, will help answer 
their questions. 

CHEMICALS T h e 
costs of 

producing many chemicals are up 
sharply, due in large part , to the cost 
of trying to meet and keep up with 
governmental regulations. Regis-
t ra t ion and labels now must be ful-
filled in 50 states, not just with the 
Federal government . 

The rumor mill, if allowed to run 
unchecked, could be responsible for 
t e m p o r a r y s h o r t a g e s c a u s e d by 
buyers stockpiling or hoarding when 
there is no need. Prices for some 
herbicides, such as phenoxy mater i -
als, may be up as much as 8 per cent 
on the retail level, but there exists no 
real shortage of mater ials . 

Fungicide prices tend to remain 
stable in spite of the unpredictabil-
ity of weather, which could cause a 
sudden demand for certain chem-
icals des igned to c o m b a t speci f ic 
t u r f g r a s s d i s e a s e s . W e m u s t re-
member that many manufac ture rs 
have been under price control ceil-
ings. These held selling prices down, 
but had no control over product ion 
cos t s . N o w tha t c o n t r o l s a re re-
laxed, we can look for general in-
c reases . M e a n w h i l e , no s h o r t a g e s 
a re in s ight . T h e word is, " d o n ' t 

hoard—buy as needed," just as with 
herbicides. When a price seems out 
of l i n e , c h e c k w i t h a l t e r n a t i v e 
sources. 

FERTILIZERS 
is the same on the East Coast and on 
the West Coas t . Prices of fertilizers 
will hold s t eady with l i t t le or no 
price increases . In the Midwes t , 
where sales have begun to exceed 
plant capaci ty, we may see slight, 
t e m p o r a r y increases , but no th ing 
major . 

New formulae , which contain high 
percentages of slow-release nitrogen 
(as mos t t u r f g r a s s fer t i l izers do) , 
will ho ld s t e a d y or s h o w s l i gh t 
i n c r e a s e s . H e r e , a g a i n , " b u y as 
needed." This year, superintendents 
m i g h t d o b e t t e r to ask f o r low-
p h o s p h o r u s m i x t u r e s , b e c a u s e 
phosphorus is in short supply and 
could affect prices or formulat ions . 
Many tur fgrass soils are over-sup-
plied with phosphorus anyhow. 

Urea fo rms , long the s tandard for 
slow-release materials , are feeling 
pressure f r o m r e s i n - c o a t e d prills, 
which conta in less costly a m m o -
niacal and ni t ra te nitrogen. In some 
formulat ions each r e s i n - c o a t e d 
prill contains an homogenous blend 
of N-P-K and t race elements, each 
prill ident ica l in con ten t t o every 
other one. I B D U from Japan shows 
promise, but does not seem to be in 
general use. The most exciting news 
comes f rom a manufac tu re r that 
has produced what could be te rmed 
a t ime capsule, which, when blended 
with potting soil, feeds conta iner-
g r o w n p l a n t s s t e a d i l y and a d e -
q u a t e l y for two y e a r s . A n o t h e r 
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Ryan Minute-Miser 
multi-purpose 
utility turf vehicle. 

Hauling a 3-gang ball picker. 

Easily tow up to 250 lbs. of tools, chemicals, 
spikers, trash containers, and other equipment. 
Low-cost low-bed ut i l i ty trai ler with big 3 5 " * 66" 
bed available as optional equipment. 

Saves 
the minutes 

that 
help pay for 
the hours! 

When it comes to wasted work-time 
the Ryan Turf Minute-Miser is a stingy 
vehic le. . .but very generous with the 
savings it returns on your investment. 
Whatever the grooming responsibili-
ties (golf course, park, plant ground, 
cemetery, et al ), you'l l find the Minute-
Miser a rugged, quality built mobile 
utility too l . . . no corner-cutting con-
struction. Eliminates "clock-eating' ' 
walking. Gets you or your workers to 
the job without tying up a golf car or 
other equipment as a range vehicle. 
Features a powerful 8hp engine; cap-
able of doubling as a lightweight 
towing vehicle. Responsive accelera-
t i on . . . zips to a safe and smooth 
cruising 15 mph. The Ryan Turf Minute-
Miser shrinks your wasted minutes; 
stretches them into productive hours. 

TURF EQUIPMENT 
Outboard Marine Corporation 

1718 Cushman Drive 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 

For more information circle number 156 on card 
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For emphasis I repeat here that 
pricing on proprietary, named, va-
rieties holds steady because of con-
tracts at fixed prices with growers. 
It is the available supply that gives 
us concern. 

One factor that has strengthened 
the bluegrass market is a short crop 
in Europe with domestically grown 
seed being exported in large amounts. 

Merion demand is off a bit due 
partly to excessive moisture in the 
Midwest, which prevented fall seed-
ing. Some sod growers in the East 
are reducing Merion in their blends 
and adding other varieties. 

Fylking production was off about 
a third because of excessive mois-
ture, which produced turf instead of 
seed. 

D | p | \ i r | C Monoculture is a 
D L C l l L F ^ 'dirty word" in 
turfgrass circles for the most part. 
The professional turfman today has 
more flexibility than he has ever 
known. Nearly everyone is talking 
blends. Each grass, no matter how 
good it is, has one or more weak 
spots. Common bluegrass is high-
ly susceptible to Helminthosporium 
leafspot. Merion is resistant to leaf-
spot, but is vulnerable to rust and 
stripe smut. In a blend, the strength 
of one grass masks the shortcom-
ings of another. Fusasium roseum 
can be highly destructive and dis-
figuring to a monoculture turf of 
Merion, but may not even be dis-
cernible in a blend of bluegrasses. 

Now, with the new turf-type rye-
grasses blending so well with the 
superior bluegrasses, we have a 
wide range of choices for our mix-
tures. If one is in short supply, just 
switch to another. 

Turfgrass blends are not yet 
thoroughly accepted by the sod-
buying public. Merion, the one 
that started the whole parade, is 
still the magic word with many, al-
though this is beginning to change. 
Vegetative types, such as A-20 and 
A-34 are in widespread use and sup-
plies seem to keep pace with de-
mand. Wet weather hindered har-
vesting, moving and laying of sod 
over wide areas. These vegetative 
types are beginning to shift toward 
seed, which is an easier way to es-
tablish turf. 

Harsh winters seem to be giving 

the newer ryegrasses a hard time. 
We don't know the answers yet. 

There will be attempts to improve 
prices for sod, which in some cases 
have been at a "dollar-trading" 
level. Some figures indicate that 
many sod growers would show a 
loss if they counted all costs. East-
ern-grown sod could be in short 
supply in late 1973 because of the 
adverse weather in 1972. Top qual-
ity turf should bring about a one 
cent per square foot increase in 
1973. Average quality sod will re-
main stable. 

A factor that, so far, has been 
overlooked is that, with wheat in 
strong demand and short supply, 
and with prices bullish, many acres 
now producing turfgrass seeds will 
be growing wheat. Many acreas 
that had been producing crown-
vetch seed will be planted to corn 
and wheat. We can look for an in-
creased acreage devoted to the pro-
duction of alfalfa seed. Prices are 
at a 10-year high. Although alfalfa 
is not a turfgrass, everything af-
fects everything else in one way or 
another. 

Native grasses appear to be sta-
ble. Bermudagrass yields were good 
and prices should be a bit lower. 
Odd, but no one even mentioned 
common ryegrass except in connec-
tion with increased wheat acreage 
at the expense of common ryegrass. 

SUMMARY Ltlîie 
board is, "Keep cool." There's no 
need to stockpile or to hoard. Bud-
gets need not be increased more 
than 3 to 5 per cent, depending on 
the items needed. 

The words, "substitute freely" 
express the trend when one item is 
in short supply. Don't drive prices 
up abnormally by applying exces-
sive buying pressure. 

When a desirable seed is in short 
supply, try to use the least quantity 
that will assure results. Many ex-
periments over the years have shown 
that superior results come from 
reducing the quantity of seed sown 
and increasing the amount of fer-
tilizer. By all means, employ the 
type of equipment that is a miser 
with seed and which places the seed 
directly in contact with moist soil. 

Buy the best; it will prove to be 
cheaper in the end. • 




