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Eglin's Fine Course, Lesson 
Program, Please Airmen 

ACOMBINATION of a fine course and 
increased in te res t on the p a r t of mili-

t a r y personnel ha s resul ted in a golf boom 
a t Egl in A i r F o r c e Base, on the Gulf coast 
of n o r t h w e s t Flor ida. 

E igh teen m o n t h s ago p layers a t Egl in 's 
course a v e r a g e d 500 a week, whi le now 
more t h a n 1500 gol fers tour the 6350-yard 
layout weekly. 

The course is considered, on good au thor -
ity, one of the finest. I t s n a r r o w f a i r w a y s 
a re lined wi th ta l l pines. The re a r e huge 
t r a p s a long the f a i r w a y s and g u a r d i n g the 
greens, five w a t e r hazards and hilly ter-
rain. One h igh es t imate of t h e course 
comes f r o m such a golfer a s W a l t e r Bur-
kemo, PGA champion, who, a f t e r p lay ing i t 

f o r t en days las t yea r , r emarked , "If a 
go l fe r can play this course he can play any 
in the count ry . " F r e d H a w k i n s called it 
"one of the g r e a t e s t d r iv ing courses I 've 
ever had the p leasure of p laying." 

Opera t iona l su i tabi l i ty t e s t ing of a i r c r a f t 
and equipment , the f u n c t i o n of Eglin, head-
q u a r t e r s of the Air P r o v i n g Ground Com-
mand , requires an isola ted area . A problem 
c rea t ed by this isolat ion is recrea t ion and 
Egl in ' s golf faci l i t ies go a long w a y toward 
a l l ev ia t ing this problem. Mi l i t a ry personnel 
en joy a low fee, pay ing $1.50 a m o n t h fo r 
a f a m i l y membersh ip . 

W e r r l n g H a s Class P r o g r a m s 
A f a c t o r con t r ibu t ing g r e a t l y to the in-

c rease in par t ic ipa t ion h a s been the golf 

The 18th a t E g l i n F ie ld 's course is one o f t he layou t ' s f i v e w a t e r holes and a s p l e n d i d f i n i s h i n g ho le . 
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E g l i n F ie ld ' s g o l f c lubhouse is a p leasan t spot , k e p t nea t a n d a t t r a c t i v e b y t h e a rmy p r o c e d u r e o f p o l i c i n g 
the g rounds and k.p. I t 's e s p e c i a l l y p o p u l a r w i t h t he l a r g e and a c t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f w o m e n go l fe rs . 

clinics, conducted for per iods of four weeks, 
six t imes a year . The clinics a re f ree to offi-
cers and a i rmen as well a s the i r dependents 
and Civil Service workers . 

Much of the credi t fo r t h e p rog ram ' s suc-
cess can go to Lyle "Bud" Werr ing , who 
took over as Egl in 's p rofess iona l 18 m o n t h s 
ago and ins t i tu ted the classes. The f u n d a -
men ta l s of the g a m e a r e t a u g h t . Wer r i ng 
and his ass i s tan t , Joe Dodich of Wauke -
gan , 111., also give g r o u p ins t ruc t ion on the 
rules a n d golf e t iquet te . 

E f f o r t s to gene ra t e i n t e r e s t in golf have 
been ass is ted by the a p p e a r a n c e of such 
wel l -known players a s P a t t y Berg, Pau l 
Hahn , J i m m y Nichols, " P o r k y " Oliver, 
Lawson Lit t le, An thony Cerda , Phil Green-

The head o f the A i r P rov ing G r o u n d C o m m a n d , 
M a j . G e n . Patr ick W . T i m b e r l a k e , is second f r o m 
the r i g h t l o o k i n g a t c lubs shown by p ro Bud W e r -
r i n g . Asst . p ro J o e D o d i c h , a t l e f t , shows a W A F 

s o m e t h i n g o f the la tes t in w o m e n ' s g o l f wea r . 

wald, Bob Toski, Ansel Snow and m a n y 
others . 

The 1953 World-Wide Air Force Tourna -
men t w a s held a t Eglin in July. The late 
Lt . Morr is Wil l iams of Aust in , Tex. 
emerged the winner , shoot ing rounds of 70-
74-70-76 f o r a 290 total . Lt . Dow F ins t e r -
wald of Athens , Ohio w a s r u n n e r - u p and 
M / S g t . Haro ld Ridgley, the previous yea r ' s 
champion, placed th i rd . Evidence of t h e fine 
w a y in which the t o u r n a m e n t w a s held is 
seen in a decision by Headquar t e r s , U. S. 
Air Force, a g a i n t o have Eglin a s t he host 
f o r the 1954 event in October. 

A p e r m a n e n t t r ophy in m e m o r y of Mor-
r is Will iams h a s been establ ished f o r the 
t ou rnamen t . Wil l iams was killed in Sep-
t embe r of last y e a r a t Egl in when h is je t 
fighter c rashed du r ing gunnery prac t ice . 

Once a Boom Gem 
Las t mon th the second annua l Egl in Open 

Inv i ta t ion Golf T o u r n a m e n t w a s held. This 
is a one-day, 18-hole, medal p lay event , in 
which the profess ionals compe t ing in the 
Ba ton Rouge Open were invited to s t o p off 
a n d pa r t i c ipa te on the w a y to m e e t s in 
sou thern Flor ida . Other top profess ionals 
and a m a t e u r s in th is section of the coun t ry 
we re extended invi ta t ions . The winne r was 
Bobby Mart in , a n a m a t e u r of the Pensacola 
(F la . ) CC wi th a 69, two s t rokes h igher 
t h a n the course record. The t o p p ro was 
Mike K r a k of El inor Village, Fla. , c a rd ing 
a 72, and nex t w a s a 74 by Broyles P lem-
m o n s of Valdosta , Ga. 

The course has a varied h i s to ry going 
back into the 1920's, when the a r e a offered 



E g l i n F ie ld a i rmen and W A F s g e t g r o u p i n s t r u c t i o n f r o m ( L t o R) asst. p ro J o e Dod i ch , E g l i n p r o Bud 
W e r r i n g a n d Phi l G r e e n w a l d , v i s i t i n g p r o f r o m H i n s d a l e ( I I I . ) C C . W e r r i n g ca l ls on i n s t r u c t i n g and 

p l a y i n g p r o stars who v i s i t E g l i n t o a i d in t h e class lessons. 

l i t t le except fishing. Headed by J a m e s 
Plew, a g r o u p of Chicago golf ing enthusi-
a s t s r e t a ined the a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i rm of 
L a n g f o r d & Moreau to build an 18-hole 
course. I t was named the Chicago GC. I t 
l a t e r was known as the Va lpa ra i so CC. 

In 1937 the bombing and gunne ry r a n g e 
t h a t was to develop in to Egl in A F B was 
es tabl ished. The fol lowing y e a r Plew died, 
a f t e r which the course w a s cu t to 9 holes 
and allowed to run down. B y Ac t of Con-
g r e s s in 1946 the land w a s purchased and 
added to t h e Eglin Rese rva t ion . The course 
was r e tu rned to an 18-hole layout and a 
renova t ion p rog ram begun. Th i s was com-
pleted in 1952. 

In m a i n t a i n i n g the condit ion of the 
course a t a peak fo r cons t an t , heavy use, 
W e r r i n g depends on the aid of M / S g t . Wil-
l iam Newton , who w i t h o t h e r s on the base 
ins ta l l a t ions section, h a s done a n excellent 
job of rebui ld ing the course and tending i t 
wi th compe ten t and keenly in teres ted care . 
The course is especially k n o w n f o r the out-
s t a n d i n g condition of i t s g r e e n s the yea r 
a round. 

W e r r i n g offers a s t a n d i n g invi ta t ion to 
go l fe r s t r ave l ing th rough n o r t h w e s t F lor i -
d a t o s t o p off and t r y t h e i r skill on the 
Eg l in course. Green fees a r e $1.00 a day. 
Vis i t ing pros on the w i n t e r t ou r have com-
p a r e d the condition of the course and the 
exac t i ng sho t -mak ing required with Peb-
ble Beach and the A u g u s t a Nat ional . As 

Phi l Greenwald, Hinsdale (111.) CC pro, re-
marked , "Let m e g e t back on a n easy golf 
course. Sixty t r a p s and we could p u t our 
clubhouse in the smal les t one, and number 
seventeen even h a s a ladder!" 

Kid Classes on Ladies' Day 
Double Attendance 

" I found in y e a r s when I held the jun ior 
c lass on a day o the r than our Ladies ' Day 
a t t e n d a n c e of t he youngs te r s would be very 
good a t the s t a r t of the season and t h e n a s 
the season p rogressed would g radua l ly 
dwindle to j u s t a f e w children. 

" In my inquiries, I found i t was some t imes 
qui te difficult f o r t he mo the r s a n d f a t h e r s 
to b r ing the chi ldren to the jun ior c lass . 

" L a s t yea r I changed the day of t h e ju-
nior golf c lass t o F r i d a y — which is our 
Ladies ' day — a n d found t h a t m y c lass w a s 
no t only twice a s l a rge a s be fore b u t the 
a t t endance held u p quite well d u r i n g the 
en t i r e summer , t he reason being the m o t h -
e r s would b r ing the children and leave t h e m 
in our care while they were p lay ing gol f . " 
— LOU BOLA, Professional, Highland G&CC, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

PLANNING THE PRO SHOP 
48 pages f i l l e d w i t h v a l u a b l e i d e a s — $ 1 . 0 0 

National Golf Foundation 
407 S. D e a r b o r n St., C h i c a g o 5, I I I . 




