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T H E B U S I N E S S J O U R N A L O F G O L F 

Amer ican Courses in " A l m o s t Too 
Good Cond i t i on , " Says Br i ton 

B y STANLEY ANDERSON 
(Columnist of Golf Monthly, Edinburgh) 

WH E N I arrived in this country in 
December I came from a tired and 

exhausted land and from a much knocked 
about but not defeated London. It is not 
my first vis i t to the States , I w a s here 10 
years ago, but then I came on a holiday 
and wi th no serious intentions except to 
enjoy myse l f . This time, my v is i t is for 
another purpose. I have come to write 
articles for the British press on the Amer-
ican w a y of l ife. This has kept me very 
busy and I am greatly enjoy ing studying 
the psychological difference between our 
two peoples. However, everyone must re-
lax occasionally and this I have done as 
often as possible on the golf courses of the 
West Coast. 

I do not suppose that anyone, unless they 
have experienced playing golf in Great 
Britain and in the States , can possibly 
realize the great difference that exists 
therein. From every standpoint the sport 
is not conducted in the same manner. From 

a business viewpoint alone there is s imply 
no comparison. Golf in this country is a 
real business. Those who make their liv-
ing out of it see to it that it is, and conduct 
it in a very businessl ike way. The club-
houses are like fashionable hotels. In 
England they are more like country inns 
and they have not half the conveniences 
that you have. The professional in this 
country holds the social position tha t he 
should. H e is v ir tual ly a member of the 
club and granted the privileges that go 
with it. In Britain he is a servant of the 
club and is not considered anything other 
than that. This, of course, is quite wrong 
and will eventual ly change. 

In my book which I have just completed 
on l i f e in America, I've given over a whole 
chapter to the much debated subject of 
class distinction. I have never heard of an 
American professional leaving his country 
and going to Britain to make his livelihood, 
but there are many cases the other w a y 

The "wi ld and woolly" natural look of characteristic British courses would appal many American players 
who want the rough eliminated. Note the near border of the I4th at St. A n d ews. No notion of "winter 

rules" softening shows here. 



Back of this crowd rushing to the 4th green at St. Andrews you can see enough to give you an idea of 
the uneven terrain of fairways at the famed course. Wind and fog sweep from the sea in the back-

ground. Hardy people, those Scots. 

around . The reason is obvious. H e r e the 
profess ional is f ree, he makes h is bus iness 
pay well and he is on the same foo t i ng 
as anyone else. The whole system, f rom 
the caddie to the m a n a g e r of t he coun t ry 
club, is excel lent ly worked ou t i n th is 
country and t hough gol f here can be very 
expensive, there are p l en ty of pub l i c 
courses where the not-so-rich can p l a y i n 
comfort and a t ease. 

U . S. Course Cond i t ion A m a z e s 

A great dea l more money is spen t here 
on the upkeep of the courses t h a n in 
Eng l a nd and in m y pr iva te op i n i on they 
are a lmost i n too good condi t ion . F o r t h a t 
reason, I do not t h i nk t ha t Byron Nelson or 
any other A m e r i c a n profess iona l w i l l w i n 
the Br i t i sh open champ ionsh i p a t S t . An-
drews th is J u l y . 

The Roya l a nd Anc i en t have kep t the i r 
course in good condi t ion , bu t t he c l ima te in 
Scot land is very di f ferent f r om you r s over 
here and the powers t ha t be in t h a t a ugus t 
city do not wa te r their greens. There can 
be no p i t c h i n g u p to the hole a n d s t opp i ng 

as there is over here. A m e r i c a n en t r an t s 
wi l l find the go i ng t ough . The f a i rway s 
are u n d u l a t i n g and t he greens t rue and 
h a r d as rocks. I t m a y , too, be a shock to 
some of them to learn t h a t St . A n d r e w s 
on ly has 12 g reens—6 out , 6 in . T h a t m a y 
sound ex t rao rd ina ry , b u t some of the 
greens a re so l a rge—somet imes h a l f an 
a c r e — t h a t they serve 2 holes. I t w i l l be 
con f u s i ng a t first, b u t no doub t they wi l l 
remember t h a t when Bobby Jones appeared 
a t St . A n d r e w s ear ly in h is career, he an-
nounced i t w a s the wors t course he ever 
saw. However , la ter he came to love it 
a nd said it was the grea tes t go l f course 
in the wor ld . 

Sugges t s Amer i c an P romot i on 

Mos t Amer i cans , l ike a n y other sensible 
people, l ike to m a k e money , bu t the 
Ame r i c a n business m a n h a s so f a r not 
t h ough t of go i ng to E n g l a n d to promote a 
real money t ou rnamen t . The prizes t h a t 
the go l f k i ngs here m a k e are colossal by 
our s t anda rds and m a k e ou r profess ionals ' 

(Continued on Page 72) 

The hillocks and pits that provide testing shots for the player who wanders off line, and even the contour 
of the comparatively level 10th green at St. Andrews are "nature in the raw" to furnish real golf. 



green velvet carpet . The shade tree chap-
ter by Pasca l P . P i rone and the flower 
and p l a n t chap te r by H e n r y M . B iekar t 
are two t h a t are no t only especial ly good 
for the home dwel ler bu t con ta in some 
useful i n f o r m a t i o n quite a f ew gi'een-
keepers a nd pro-greenkeepers w i l l welcome. 
The chap te r on " Y o u r H o m e S e t t i n g " by 
Char les H . Connors conta ins excel lent 
s imple l a nd s cap i ng design po in ters most 
course super in tendents could a p p l y to ad-
van tage a t the i r clubs. 

Midwest Turf Foundation 
A t the a n n u a l meet ing of the M idwes t 

T u r f Research Founda t i on held M a r c h 18 
at Pu rdue Un ivers i ty , La f aye t t e , Ind . , 
secretary G . O . M o t t reported a s teady 
g rowth i n member sh i p w i t h the organiza-
t ion now embrac i ng more t h an 100 go l f 
clubs in the m idwes t states. 1945 officers, 
headed by A . L . B r andon , St . Char les , 111., 
were re-elected as were directors w i t h the 
addi t ion of Ne i l Rans i ck , Secy. C i n c i nna t i 
Gol fers ' League . The p r o g r a m of t u r f 
exper iments w i l l be extended d u r i n g 1947 
under the g u i d a n ce of t h e research pro-
gram commi t tee composed of ag ronom i s t s 
f rom the var ious state a g r i c u l t u r a l experi-
menta l s ta t ions . 

Amer ican Courses 
(Continued from Page 28) 

mou ths wa te r . I t wou ld g i ve Br i t i sh go l f 
a good "k i ck in the p a n t s " and wake u p 
those w h o now promote ou r t ou rnamen t s 
i f a n A m e r i c a n business m a n were to go 
to E n g l a n d and stage a first class tourna-
men t w i t h prizes of the same m a g n i t u d e 
t h a t are g iven to A m e r i c a n contestants 
over here. I t should, i nc identa l ly , t u r n 
into an excellent g amb l e f o r the promoter 
h imse l f . I know the en t r y would be enor-
mous and the interest the general pub l i c 
would t ake equa l ly big. 

D u r i n g the wa r , we h a d to make our 
clubs p a y as best we could . Due to the 
f ac t t h a t m a n y of our members were 
abroad in w a r service, the financial income 
was , w i t h few except ions, very much 
sma l ler t h a n in prev ious years. Means 
were t r ied to meet the money shortage and 
I do no t know whether i t has been th is 
country 's experience also, b u t the t ak i ngs 
a t the b a r in nea r l y every case were prac-
t ica l ly quad rup l ed d u r i n g t he w a r years. 
I t was t h i s experience t h a t made the go l f 
c lub propr ie tors real ize t h a t there was a 
grea t dea l o f money to be m a d e out o f the 
social side of g o l f — m u c h more in fac t t h an 
f r om the o rd ina ry revenue f rom the go l f 
course i tself . Because of th i s our clubs are 

Don't let INSECTS spoil 
your Turf... use NIAGARA 
LEAD ARSENATE! 
A good turf is a thing of beauty. Don ' t let various grass 
destroying worms in the soil destroy it! Niagara Lead Arse-
nate is a very effective controlling agent and is easy to apply. 
Application is usually made by mixing with sand or top 
dressing and spread over the turf surface. Then when the 
turf is watered, the Lead Arsenate is washed down among 
the grass roots, thereby depositing the poison in the feed-
ing area of the worms. Niagara Lead Arsenate may also 
be mixed with fertilizer and applied in the usual manner. 
Grub control on turf is economically and practically accom-
plished by proper treatment with Niagara Lead Arsenate. 

We' l l be glad to send complete information about Niagara 
Lead Arsenate. Write to: 

A golf course regularly treated with Niagara Lead 
Arsenate, thereby destroying grass root eating in-
sects and insuring a thick, heavy turf. 

NIAGARA SPRAYER AND CHEMICAL DIVISION 
F O O D M A C H I N E R Y C O R P O R A T I O N 

MIDDLEPORT, N. Y. 
Richmond, Calif.; Greenville, Mist.; Jacksonville, Fla.; Harlingen, Tex. 

Canad ian Associate: N iagara Brand Spray Co., Ltd., Burlington, Ont. 



T U R F makes the course . . . 

have it in top condition for 1946 

WE SPECIALIZE IN GOLF TURF 

grass seed 
S E L E C T VARIET IES — MIXTURES 

CHEWINGS FESCUE KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS 

ASTORIA BENT CANADA BLUE GRASS 

SEASIDE BENT PERRENIAL RYE GRASS 

WHITE CLOVER DOMESTIC RYE GRASS 

FANCY RED TOP ORCHARD GRASS 

FINE G O L F TURF SEED W I L L BE 
S C A R C E 

Plan your needs now. Ask for Pr ices 

J. OLIVER JOHNSON SEED CO. 
946-960 W. HURON S T R E E T 

C H I C A G O 22, ILL . 

PAone: Monroe 6580 

tfesf-m C A N HAVE A 

MOSQUITO-FREE 
GOLF COURSE! 

CONTAINING 

Solution 
(CONCENTRATE) 

35% DDT 
Merely dilute with water to get a low-cost finished Spray. 
TAT Solution is effective in the control of both the adult and 
larvae. 

To get fly-control in clubhouse, dilute one pint to make 1 % 
gals, surface spray to apply on all screens, doors, etc. 

Get rid of insects and win the gratitude of your players. 
Write today for Data Manual on Insect Control, giving rates 
of application. 

0. E. LINCK CO. INC. MONTCLAIR, N. J. 

com ing round to your way of do ing busi-
ness. I nc iden ta l l y , an enormous a m o u n t 
of money was unexpected ly made by sea-
side courses se l l ing the i r over-abundance 
of sand. Th is surpr ised them a great deal 
as I daresay i t does you. 

The G I Bi l l of R i g h t s is indeed a re-
ma rkab l e one, for i t seems to me to pro-
vide fo r pract ica l ly every idea and w ish 
t ha t the young Ame r i c a n may have. I was 
p l a y i ng go l f w i t h a wel l known profes-
sional the other d ay a nd he was te l l ing me 
t ha t he had had a request f rom an Amer-
ican boy now d ischarged to become a go l f 
profess iona l . He wished to serve under 
this f a m o u s m a n and learn f rom h i m the 
ar t of the g a m e and the ar t of be ing a 
successful go l f profess iona l . The arrange-
ments have now been made and the boy has 
started his career. H e is do ing al l t h i s as 
the resu l t of gove rnmen t aid. Th is serves 
h im wel l and also the profess iona l who has 
taken h i m on. I t makes me th ink too t h a t 
any y oung man today w h o intends to t ake 
up go l f as a career should first real ize 
tha t i t is not a get-rich-quick process wh ich 
some of them seem to imag ine , b u t a 
def in i te process o f l e a r n i ng , wo r k i n g and 
even tua l ly conquer ing . Here aga i n is an 
oppo r t un i t y for an A m e r i c a n business m a n 
to open a school f o r would-be profess ional 
go l fers and r un i t much in the same l ine 
as a thea t r ica l agency , d r a w i n g h is per-
centage f r om the successes tha t he t u r n s 
out . 

H a r d wo r k i n g au t ho r s l ike mysel f have 

to nay our agents for represent ing u s ! 

So I do not see why such an a r r angemen t 

between professional a n d h is agent should 

not wo rk very advan tageous ly for both 

sides. 

P l a n Service on Study 
of Members ' Needs 
(Continued from Page 30) 

go back to ca r ry i ng s ing le aga in . Tha t 
s i t ua t i on p robab ly wi l l wo r k itself out . In 
i ncreas ing numbers members pre fer to 
car ry or wheel the i r own bags ra ther 
t han have a ha l f a caddie who 's a lways on 
the o ther side o f the course w i th the c lub 
they need. 

I t h i n k a l l c lubs wi l l have to make 

closer t ie-ups w i t h schools to he lp solve 

the cadd ie supp ly prob lem. 

The r e a r r a n g e m e n t of the shop to g ive 
i t a b r i g h t new look o f the first peace 
year is g o i n g to be some th i ng for every 
pro to consider. W e have a grea t improve-
men t in Che r ry Va l ley ' s new go l f shop. 
I t ' s close to the first tee and the c lub 
c l ean i ng shop is under the same roof . O u r 
old c lub c lean ing d e p a r t m e n t was 100 yds. 
f r om the go l f shop. 




