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American Courses in “Almost Too

Good Condition,” Says Briton

By STANLEY ANDERSON
(Columnist of Golf Monthly, Edinburgh)

HEN I arrived in this country in

December I came from a tired and
exhausted land and from a much knocked
about but not defeated London. It is not
my first visit to the States, I was here 10
years ago, but then I came on a holiday
and with no serious intentions except to
enjoy myself. This time, my visit is for
another purpose. I have come to write
articles for the British press on the Amer-
ican way of life. This has kept me very
busy and I am greatly enjoying studying
the psychological difference between our
two peoples. However, everyone must re-
lax occasionally and this I have done as
often as possible on the golf courses of the
West Coast.

I do not suppose that anyone, unless they
have experienced playing golf in Great
Britain and in the States, can possibly
vealize the great difference that exists
therein. From every standpoint the sport
is not conducted in the same manner. From

The "wild and woolly” natural look of characteristic British courses would appal many American players
who want the rough eliminated. Note the near border of the 14th at St. And.ews. No notion of “winter
rules” softening shows here.

a business viewpoint alone there is simply
no comparison. Golf in this country is a
real business. Those who make their liv-
ing out of it see to it that it is, and conduct
it in a very businesslike way. The club-
houses are like fashionable hotels. In
England they are more like country inns
and they have not half the conveniences
that you have. The professional in this
country holds the social position that he
should. He is virtually a member of the
club and granted the privileges that go
with it. In Britain he is a servant of the
club and is not considered anything other
than that. This, of course, is quite wrong
and will eventually change.

In my book which I have just completed
on life in America, I've given over a whole
chapter to the much debated subject of
class distinction. I have never heard of an
American professional leaving his country
and going to Britain to make his livelihood,
but there are many cases the other way



Back of this crowd rushing to the 4th green at St. Andrews you can see enough to give you an idea of
the uneven terrain of fairways at the famed course. Wind and fog sweep from the sea in the back-
ground. Hardy people, those Scots.

arqund. The reason is obvious. Here the
professional is free, he makes his business
pay well and he is on the same footing
as anyone else. The whole system, from
the caddie to the manager of the country
club, is excellently worked out in this
country and though golf here can be very
expensive, there are plenty of public
courses where the not-so-rich can play in
comfort and at ease.

U. 8. Course Condition Amazes

A great deal more money is spent here
on the upkeep of the courses than in
England and in my private opinion they
are almost in too good condition. For that
reason, I do not think that Byron Nelson or
any other American professional will win
the British open championship at St. An-
drews this July.

The Royal and Ancient have kept their
course in good condition, but the climate in
Scotland is very different from yours over
here and the powers that be in that august
city do not water their greens. There can
be no pitching up to the hole and stopping

as there is over here. American entrants
will find the going tough. The fairways
are undulating and the greens true and
hard as rocks. It may, too, be a shock to
some of them to learn that St. Andrews
only has 12 greens—6 out, 6 in. That may
sound extraordinary, but some of the
greens are so large—sometimes half an
acre—that they serve 2 holes. It will be
confusing at first, but no doubt they will
remember that when Bobby Jones appeared
at St. Andrews early in his career, he an-
nounced it was the worst course he ever
saw. However, later he came to love it
and said it was the greatest golf course
in the world.

Suggests American Promotion
Most Americans, like any other sensible
people, like to make money, but the
American business man has so far not
thought of going to England to promote a
real money tournament. The prizes that ~
the golf kings here make are colossal by
our standards and make our professionals’
(Continued on Page T2)

The hillocks and pits that provide testing shots for the player who wanders off line, and even the contour
of the comparatively level 10th green at St. Andrews are "nature in the raw" to furnish real golf.




green velvet carpet. The shade tree chap-
ter by Pascal P. Pirone and the flower
and plant chapter by Henry M. Biekart
are two that are not only especially good
for the home dweller but contain some
useful information quite a few green-
keepers and pro-greenkeepers will welcome.
The chapter on “Your Home Setting” by
Charles H. Connors contains excellent
simple landscaping design pointers most
course superintendents could apply to ad-
vantage at their clubs.

Midwest Turf Foundation

At the annual meeting of the Midwest
Turf Research Foundation held March 18
at Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind.,
secretary G. O, Mott reported a steady
growth in membership with the organiza-
tion now embracing more than 100 golf
clubs in the midwest states. 1945 officers,
headed by A. L. Brandon, St. Charles, Ill.,
were re-elected as were directors with the
addition of Neil Ransick, Secy. Cincinnati
Golfers’ League. The program of turf
experiments will be extended during 1947
under the guidance of the research pro-
gram committee composed of agronomists
from the various state agricultural experi-
mental stations.

American Courses

(Continued from Page 28)
mouths water. It would give British golf
a good “kick in the pants” and wake up
those who now promote our tournaments
if an American business man were to go
to England and stage a first class tourna-
ment with prizes of the same magnitude
that are given to American contestants
over here. It should, incidentally, turn
into an excellent gamble for the promoter
himself. I know the entry would be enor-
mous and the interest the general public
would take equally big.

During the war, we had to make our
clubs pay as best we could. Due to the
fact that many of our members were
abroad in war service, the financial income
was, with few exceptions, very much
smaller than in previous years. Means
were tried to meet the money shortage and
I do not know whether it has been this
country’s experience also, but the takings
at the bar in nearly every case were prac-
tically quadrupled during the war years.
It was this experience that made the golf
club proprietors realize that there was a
great deal of money to be made out of the
social side of golf—much more in fact than
from the ordinary revenue from the golf
course itself. Because of this our clubs are
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Don’t let INSECTS spoil
your Turf...use NIAGARA
LEAD ARSENATE!

A good turf is a thing of beauty. Don't let various grass
destroying worms in the soil destroy it! Niagara Lead Arse-
nate is a very effective controlling agent and 1s easy to apply.
Application is usually made by mixing with sand or top
dressing and spread over the turf surface. Then when the
turf is watered, the Lead Arsenate is washed down amon

the grass roots, thereby depositing the poison in the feccﬁ
ing area of the worms. Niagara Lead Arsenate may also
be mixed with fertilizer and applied in the usual manner.
Grub control on turf is economically and practically accom-
plished by proper treatment with Niagara Lead Arsenate,

We'll be glad to send complete information about Niagara
Lead Arsenate. Write to:

N“YN YOU BUy
o, 7
NIAGARA SPRAYER AND CHEMICAL DIVISION

FOOD MACHINERY CORPORATION
MIDDLEPORT, N. Y.

Richmond, Calif.; Greenville, Miss.; Jacksonville, Fla.; Harlingen, Tex.

A golf course regularly treated with Niagara Lead
Arsenate, thereby destroying grass root eating in-

sects and insuring a thick, heavy turf. Canadian Associate: Niagara Brand Spray Co., Ltd., Burlington, Ont.

72 Golfdom



T u R F makes the course . . .

have it in top condition for 1946

WE SPECIALIZE IN GOLF TURF

GRASY SEED

SELECT VARIETIES — MIXTURES

CHEWINGS FESCUE KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS
ASTORIA BENT CANADA BLUE GRASS
SEASIDE BENT PERRENIAL RYE GRASS
WHITE CLOVER DOMESTIC RYE GRASS
FANCY RED TOP ORCHARD GRASS

FINE GOLF TURF SEED WILL BE
SCARCE

Plan your needs now. Ask for Prices

J. OLIVER JOHNSON SEED CO.

9456-960 W. HURON STREET
CHICAGO 22, ILL.
Phone: Monroe 6580
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%.s:/-vuu CAN HAVE A
MOSQUITO-FREE

GOLF COURSE!
\\

Solution

(CONCENTRATE)

CONTAINING 35% DDT

Merely dilute with water to get a low-cost finished Spray.
TAT Solution is effective in the control of both the adult and
larvae,

To get fly-control in clubhouse, dilute one pint to make 1%
gals. surface spray to apply on all screens, doors, etc.

Get rid of insects and win the gratitude of your players.
Write today for Data Manual on Insect Control, giving rates
of application.

0. E. LINCK €0. INC. MONTCLAIR, N. J.
74 |
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coming round to your way of doing busi-
ness. Incidentally, an enormous amount
of money was unexpectedly made by sea-
side courses selling their over-abundance
of sand. This surprised them a great deal
as 1 daresay it does you.

The GI Bill of Rights is indeed a re-
markable one, for it seems to me to pro-
vide for practically every idea and wish
that the young American may have. I was
playing golf with a well known profes-
sional the other day and he was telling me
that he had had a request from an Amer-
ican boy now discharged to become a golf
professional. He wished to serve under
this famous man and learn from him the
art of the game and the art of being a
successful golf professional. The arrange-
ments have now been made and the boy has
started his career. He is doing all this as
the result of government aid. This serves
him well and also the professional who has
taken him on. It makes me think too that
any young man today who intends to take
up golf as a career should first realize
that it is not a get-rich-quick process which
some of them seem to imagine, but a
definite process of learning, working and
eventually conquering. Here again is an
opportunity for an American business man
to open a school for would-be professional
golfers and run it much in the same line
as a theatrical agency, drawing his per-
centage from the successes that he turns
out,

Hard working authors like myself have
to pay our agents for representing us!
So I do not see why such an arrangement
between professional and his agent should
not worik very advantageously for both
sides.

Plan Service on Study
of Members’ Needs

(Continued from Page 30)

go back to carrying single again. That
situation probably will work itself out. In
increasing numbers members prefer to
carry or wheel their own bags rather
than have a half a caddie who’s always on
the other side of the course with the club
they need.

I think all clubs will have to make
closer tie-ups with schools to help solve
the caddie supply problem.

The rearrangement of the shop to give
it a bright new look of the first peace
year is going to be something for every
pro to consider. We have a great improve-
ment in Cherry Valley’s new golf shop.
It's close to the first tee and the club
cleaning shop is under the same roof. Our
old club cleaning department was 100 yds.
from the golf shop.
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