Texas course plays around shuttle debris

By ANDREW OVERBECK

NACOGDOCHES,
Whenspaceshuttle Columbiabroke
up during re-entry into the Earth’s
atmosphere during the early morn-
ing hours of Feb. 1, debris from the
wreckage wasspread over large parts

Texas —

of eastern Texas and western Loui-
siana. More than
1,200debrissites
have been docu-
mented in
Nacogdoches
Countyalone, in-
cluding areas
here on Wood-
land Hills Golf
Course.
Superinten-
dent

Roger
Owens said a
course employee found an 18-inch
by 18-inch piece of debris on the
17th fairway around 11:30 a.m.
Numerous other small fragments
have also been found on the prop-
erty. Authorities finally removed
the large fragment from the course
Feb. 12 and took it to Barksdale
Air Force Base in Bossier City, La.

“It was definitely shocking,”

Several smaller piece of deb
been found at Woodland Hills.

said Owens. “The amazing part of
it was that nobody got hurt. God
was looking out for the people on
the ground, that’s all I can say.”
Owens said the presence of the
fragment, which appears to be part
of large panel, did not stop play.
“They came out and tagged it,
marked its lo-
cation with
GPS, and took
pictures of it,”
he said. “
just off the fair-
way cut, 270
yards from the
tee. Sowe quar-
antined it off
and put flags
around it to
keep people
from touching it or playing with it.
We played and worked around it.”
NASA officials, National Guard
troops and work crews continue
to scour the area for pieces of
debris,

It was

have also

but are concentrating
more on the western part of the
county said Owens. He expects
that searchers will eventually ar-
rive to look through the heavily

wooded course for debris.

“A square mile covers 648 acres,
sosearching takesawhile. We have
foundacouple oflittle, bitty pieces,”
Owens added.
middle of piney woods. Its bad
enough looking foragolfballin the
pine trees, much less trying to find
debris thatislittle, bittyand black.”

This story originally appeared in
the Feb. 4 issue of the Golf Course
Newswire. To subscribe, send an e-

“We are right in the

mail to info@golfcoursenews.com

An 18-inch by 18-inch piece of debris /mm \p(u( shuttle Columbia Iumlul near the
17th fairway at Woodland Hills Golf Club in Nacogdoches, Texas.
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We have the products and industry knowledge to meet your every need!

If you are looking for the best pricing and convenience of one stop shopping for
driving range equipment, golf car parts, and a wide selection of golf course accessories,

there is only one place to go, the FORE-PAR Group.

We are manufacturers and distributors of the highest quality parts and accessories in the
industry. We carry a multi-million dollar inventory which includes our brands as well as

Par-Aide, Standard Golf, Fox Valley, Pin High, JRM, Sun Helmet, E-Z-Go and many others. Our
mission is to ensure every customer and order is handled as a priority and to exceed

your expectations for quality and service.

Whether you are buying for one course or 300, we can structure a program for you.
We are the preferred supplier to companies like American Golf, Evergreen Alliance,

Intrawest and KSL just to name a few. Contact us, and start saving today!

Sales Desk Hours: 6:30am to 4:00pm PST
Monday thru Friday
1 800 200-1188
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