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Little Thunder looks to grow game 
Foundation seeking endowment to allow children to play scaled-down course for free 
By D E R E K R I C E 

MADISON, Ohio — With 
rounds played numbers down in 
2002 and competition to attract 
golfers to courses fierce, the in-
dustry is seeking out ways to draw 
new players into the game. 

If golf is to survive into the 
future, many of those new play-
ers are going to have to be chil-
dren. However, this is a double-
edged sword, as children, as well 
as other beginners, are not wel-
comed with open arms at most 
courses, especially those with 
members. 

Joe Biscotti, a 42-year PGA pro-
fessional and president and chair-
man of Little Thunder Kids Golf 
Foundation Inc. thinks his em-
ployer has the right idea to skate 
that thin line between bringing 
new players to golf while making 
them feel welcome. 

"The biggest thing that I can 
see is kids are not welcome at 
country clubs and other golf 
courses," Biscotti said. "How 
many times have you seen kids 
out there playing and you see 
four old members standing on 
the tee with their hands on their 
hips? Even if the kids are edu-
cated and have etiquette, they 
just don't seem to want them 
out there." 

The non-profit Little Thunder 
Foundation operates Little Thun-
der Kids Golf Course and Learn-
ing Center in Madison. The course 
is a 3,160-yard 18-hole course 
designed and built on 60 acres for 
children ages six to 12. It features 
six par-3s, six par-4s and six par-
5s. The longest hole is 310 yards 
and the shortest is 46 yards. 

The course is the brainchild of 
Fred Slagle, a real estate developer 
who owns and designed Thunder 
Hills Golf Club, which is right 
across the street from Little Thun-
der. Slagle built the course after 
his own children complained 
about the length and difficulty of 
Thunder Hills for kids. 

"He decided to go across the 
street and build a little golf course 
because his kids said to him one 
day, 'Dad, we can't play that big 
golf course. We can't hit it over the 
lakes,'" Biscotti said. "He spent $2 
million of his own money to build 
a golf course to scale for kids be-
tween the ages of six and 12." 

Biscotti estimates that in the 
nearly three years Little Thunder 
has been open, Slagle has put 
close to $3 million into the course. 
He said the foundation would like 
to establish an endowment to fund 
the upkeep of the course and al-
low kids, who pay around $10 to 
play all day, to play for free. 

"We need somebody to give us 
some help," Biscotti said. "Fred 
Slagle has funded this thing for 
three years and he's put up al-
most $3 million, so we'd like to 
get an endowment and let the 
endowment pay for it. He's done 

a hell of a lot more than other 
people in golf are doing." 

Most of the donations the foun-
dation receives go to necessary 
expenses, Biscotti said, leaving 
nothing to help with greens fees. 

"We don't have any money to 

speak of. All the money we get in, 
we have to use it for maintenance 
and taxes," he said. 

Biscotti likens Little Thunder 
to some of the smaller-scale ath-
letic fields located around the 
country. 

"To teach kids soccer today, 
you go out and build a little soc-
cer field. That's easy. You go out 
and get a 100-yard piece of dirt 
and grass and you put two nets up 

and play," he said. "It's more dif-
ficult to go build a $2 million golf 
course where kids are the mem-
bers." 

With Cleveland only 28 miles 
away, Little Thunder also reaches 
out to the inner city, Biscotti said. 

"We have a lot of programs 
though the schools, through 
churches and the YMCA. We do 
some things with the inner cities 
and minorities," Biscotti said. 

You've only got two hands, but Standard Golfs 

new Seed and Soil Bottle Rack lets you do 

more with them.The rack holds two removable 

a*" i r ^ 8 crates, with 15 Seed and Soil bottles each. 

When it's time to refill, instead of grabbing bottle after bottle, grab a 

crate of 15 and go! The rack itself is tough, powder-coated steel, and can 

easily be moved where you need it most. Do you want to know more? 
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