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I N S I D E 
Cause for 
optimism 

Attendees at the NGCOA 
Solutions Summit emerge with 
plans for reversing golfs 
downward trend 3 

Foliar feeding 
frenzy 

More courses are spoon-feeding 
greens to reduce the amount of 
nitrogen used, but more research 
on efficacy is needed 6 
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» Organic fertilizer companies 
offer unique technologies 

' SUPERideas: Farley's invention 
keeps tree bases tidy 

• Tools of the Trade at Rink's 
Hickory Stick Golf Club 

D E V E L O P M E N T m « R E N O V A T I O N I U 
• Pete Dye discusses technology, 

design changes 
• Guest commentary: Ron Fream 

on renovation at Augusta 
• Sunday River finalizes land deal 
with Harris Golf 

C O U R S E « 
M A N A G E M E N T 1 5 
KemperSports revisits Harding 
Park management 
Private Club network takes 
home awards, signs deal 
Heritage Golf adds two 
Washington courses 

S U P P L I E R tgz 
B U S I N E S S I O 

Flowtronex augments IWM 
product line with reverse 
osmosis and oxygenation 
Syngenta to test products and 
solutions at Pursell Farms 
New product roundup 

POINT 
The USGA's James Moore 
and Dr. Michael Hurdzan 
debate the merits of 
USGA greens vs. 
California greens. 

BASF packs 
specialty 
portfolio 
B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 

RESEARCH TRIANGLE 
PARK, N.C. — With the integra-
tion of its TopPro Specialties sub-
sidiary, the pending approval to 
market fipronil insecticides and 
the expected registration of two 
new fungicides, BASF's profes-
sional turf and ornamental group 
is poised for rapid expansion. 

The group also recently reor-
ganized its upper management, 
sales force and customer service 
teams. Former TopPro vice presi-
dent Stephen Briggs is the new 
director of BASF's Specialty Prod-
ucts Department (SPD) which 
includes the turf and ornamental 
group. 

"When BASF acquired MicroFlo 
[TopPro's parent company] in 1998 
they didn't have a specialty group 
so they kept it as a subsidiary in 
Memphis, Tenn.," said Briggs. 
"With the American Cyanamid 
acquisition in 2000, they now had 
two specialty groups that were go-
ing to the same or similar markets 
with similar customers. It was de-
cided based on customer input and 
efficiency within the organization 

Continued on page 17 

Investors snag Western Golf 
New owners move company to Southern California, hand reins to longtime exec. Heath 

Western Golf Properties Inc. manages eight golf courses, including Stonewall Golf Club in Gainesville, Va., pictured above. 

B y D E R E K R I C E 

SANTA ANA, Calif. — A group 
of private investors based in 
Southern California, including 
former western operations execu-
tive Bobby Heath, acquired Phoe-
nix, Ariz.-based Western Golf 
Properties Inc., an 18-year-old 
management and development 
company, last month. Financial 
terms were not disclosed. 

As a result, the company 
planned to relocate its headquar-
ters to Santa Ana location. 

The new owners selected Heath 
to become the company's presi-

dent, effective in March. Heath, 
who will replace Western Golf 
founder Joe Black, said he hopes 
to guide the company through 
what are rough times for the golf 
industry. 

"We are faced with an increas-
ingly competitive environment at 
each property, making the focus 
on driving revenue paramount, 
while adjusting operating costs 
as necessary to achieve net oper-
ating income," Heath said. "That 
being said, my vision is to infuse 
a heightened level of business and 
marketing savvy into our current 

management style." 
Officials at Western Golf de-

clined to discuss the transaction 
in detail before Golf Course News 
went to press. In a statement, the 

Continued on page 14 

Carlson leads on county green standards 

COUNTERPOINT 

B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 

VENICE, Fla. — When super 
intendent Tom Carlson 
here at The Venice Golf 
and Country Club 
achieved Audubon cer-
tification, he wasted 
little time sharing the 
club's accomplishments 
with the surrounding 
community. 

From giving Sarasota 
County water manage-
ment and environmen-
tal officials tours of the 
course to making presen-
tations at other area clubs during 
member-guest outings, Carlson has 

been busy spreading the word. 
However, his latest community 

Carlson is restoring natural wetlands at Venice G&CC. 

effort will have a much broader 
impact. Carlson is part of an advi-

sory committee that is creating fu-
ture golf course development and 

management standards 
for Sarasota County. 

"When I came to 
V e n i c e Gol f and 
Country Club I made 
it clear that I was not 
comfortable living up 
to standards, I wanted 
to set standards," said 
Carlson. "I hope these 
actions lead to sus-
tainable community 
development." 

Sarasota County's 
Board of Commissioners charged 

Continued on page 20 

In spite of drought 

Black Hills 
blooming 
B y D E R E K R I C E 

RAPID CITY, S.D. — In 
the shadow of the Black Hills 
in South Dakota, architect 
Ron Farris is putting the fin-
ishing touches on the Golf 
Club at Red Rock, nine holes 
of which should open this 
month, against Farris' advice. 

"You'd love to have as 
much maturity as possible 
on a golf course," he said. 
"It's not perfect, but that's 
mostly because of the 
drought last year." 

Red Rock is one of seven 
active South Dakota projects 
according to the National 
Golf Foundation. The crown 
jewel of this group, Farris 
said, is the Graham Marsh-
designed Sutton Bay Golf 

Continued on page 12 
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Carlson to help draft development standards in Sarasota County 
Continued from page 1 

its Development Services department to come 
up with golf course development standards 
because it was too time-consuming to handle 
approvals on a case-by-case basis. 

"The Board of Commissioners asked for 
design and performance standards for golf 
course development because as it stands 
today, there is nothing that specifically 
addresses golf courses," said Dorothea 
Zysko, resources protection services man-
ager for the county. "They felt it was more 
appropriate to look at courses in general 
and devise standards that would apply to 
all courses. This would also give develop-
ers an idea ahead of time of what the 
county expects of them." 

The standards, which are still being for-
mulated, will integrate the best management 
practices developed by the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and the 
Florida Water Management District and will 
cover requirements including site acreage, 
buffer zones, setbacks, open space, 
storm water and drainage, water use, habitat 
management, and construction and post 
construction monitoring. Requiring courses 

to become members of an environmental 
program like Audubon International is also 
being considered. 

Zysko decided to put together an advisory 
committee made up 
of interested parties 
to discuss the pro-
posed standards. In 
addition to Carlson, 
members from 
Audubon Interna-
tional, the Audubon 
Society, the Sierra Club, the GCSAA and two 
developers and engineering firms attended 
the first meeting in February. The commit-
tee aims to have final regulations in place by 
the end of May. 

According to Zysko, Carlson was a natu-
ral choice for the committee because of the 
work he has done at Venice G&CC. "We 
felt there was a need for a more compre-
hensive approach to water use and conser-
vation and habitat preservation. Tom has 
done quite a bit on his course, so we asked 
him to participate," she said. 

Carlson, who came to the club two years 
ago, immediately pushed the members to 

'Having requirements right off 
the bat will select out those who 

don't want to be responsible 
— Tom Carlson 

become Audubon certified. 
"This is the perfect course for it," he 

said. "We have wetlands, pinelands, up-
lands and oak hammock. It's a perfect mix 

of terrain and veg-
etation." 

Carlson started 
by building a new 
maintenance facil-
ity from the ground 
up, putting m a 
s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t 

mix/load station, a washwater system and 
fuel tanks. Then he went to work restoring 
habitat and wetland areas on the course. 

"We have fresh-water wetlands, but they 
are disconnected and no longer flow natu-
rally," he said. "We had upland plants that 
were moving into them, so we are working 
with the county to use a nearby lake to 
inundate them once a year to bring them 
back to their natural cycle. 

"We also cleaned up the buffer zones and 
converted turf to natural areas to connect 
habitat and give wildlife cover," he added. 

A new high-tech irrigation system helped 
reduce water use by 34 million gallons last 
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year and using Polyon-coated slow-release 
pesticides has helped reduce chemical use. 

Showcasing the course's environmental 
improvements has been an important step 
in the process, said Carlson. 

"We had the county's Integrated Water 
Management officials over for a tour and 
they didn't realize that golf courses were 
working on mitigating environmental im-
pacts. They had no idea. They didn't know 
Audubon International existed," he said. 

Carlson is quick to admit that his situa-
tion at Venice G&CC allows him to spend 
the extra time on environmental projects. 

"I am fortunate here because I can spend 
time on this," he said. "I have a good staff and 
a great assistant that runs the course and 
frees up my time. Although I do get a lot of 
work done when people leave for the day." 

He also said the development standards 
being discussed would likely make golf 
course construction more expensive, but 
it would do away with practices that have 
given the golf course industry a black eye. 

"Yes, it will bring up the cost of construc-
tion," said Carlson. "But it will ensure that 
what is built is responsible. By having re-
quirements right off the bat, it will select out 
those who don't want to be responsible." • 
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Natural Fiber Range Mats • 
with a Surface that hits and 
feels like grass... j ¡ i l l 
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"The Divot Filler" 

N O LIFTING 
W W I C C A R R Y I N G 
M O M E B E N D I N G 
The Sand Boss Fills Divots At Least 4 Times 
Faster Than Convent ional Methods 

To learn more about our product, call toll free: 
87-SandBoss (877 263 2677) 
Or look us up at: www.sandboss.net 

Patent No. 6450268 others pending 
Taylor Pritchard, Inc. 24584 Lone Star Cowt.Tailahassee.FL. 32310 OEM 
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P.O. BOX 559 
TEMECULA, CALIFORNIA 92593 

(909) 698-7270 
FAX (909) 698-6170 

STATE LIC. #267960 

Tee to the Green -
Certified Sportsturf 
Featuring: Meyer Z-52 Zoysia, Cavalier Zoysia, EL 
Toro Zoysia, Tifton 419 Bermuda (Tifway), Tifdwarf 
Bermuda, TifSport Bermuda and Midlawn Bermuda. 

Quail Valley 
GRASSES 

From an exclusive 
Caribbean resort to the 
Great Lakes, Quail Valley 
cultivates the right sports 
turf for your project 

Quail Valley certified grasses 
are available in stolens, pads, 
big rolls, washed sod, and 
washed stolens. We offer 
sprig planting, hydro-
mulching, hydro-seeding 
and sod installation. We 
export washed sod and 
washed stolens. 
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800-666-0007 quailvalley.com barefoot Wâlkin' thick 

The Liner Company 
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www.geomembrane.com 

..protecting water resources for future generations 

Bridge Design, Engineering, 
and On-Site Construction 

• Vehicular Bridges 
• Golf Cart/Maint. Bridges 
• Boardwalks 
• Pedestrian Bridges 
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Y O R K 
BRIDGE CONCEPTS 
The Professional Bridge Company 

Visit www.ybc.com for more information. 

Superintendents 
Get on the course and play golf. 

Hide those problem 
areas with 

PINE S T R A W 

Georgia Pine Straw, Inc. 
1-800-944-4753 

POND & L A K E 
LINERS 

AquaWeve, HDPE 
PondGard 45 mil Rubber, GeoTextiles 

Full Installation, 20 Year Warranty 
Excellent Customer Service 

m YUNKER 
IhiK PLASTICS , INC. 

800-236-3328 • www.yunkerplastics.com 
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