BRIEFS

SOUTHEASTERN GOLF
EARNS CERTIFICATION

TIFTON, Ga. — Full-service golf
course construction company South-
eastern Golf Inc. has earned profes-
sional certification from the Golf
Course Builders Association of
America (GCBAA). The program, es-
tablished in 1992, identifies compe-
tent and experienced golf course build-
ers and ensures uniform quality
standards within the industry. Certi-
fied builders must be in the golf busi-
ness at least five years, provide profes-
sional and financial references, attend
one GCBAA education session annu-
ally, pass a written exam and engage
in ethical business practices.

NUGENT TO OPEN TWO
PUBLIC COURSES IN ILLINOIS

LONG GROVE, Ill. — Nugent Golf
Associates is preparing to open two
new public coursesin the Chicago area
this summer. Construction was re-
cently completed on the Foxford Hills
Country Club in Cary, Ill., which has
been turned over to GolfVisions to
manage. The design for each hole at
the Legends, located in Bensenville,
was inspired by holes from notable
American courses.

ASGCA OFFERS REMODELING BROCHURE

CHICAGO — The American Soci-
ety of Golf Course Architects (ASGCA)
is offering a free brochure titled Re-
modeling Your Golf Course to assist
golf course owners, managers, super-
intendents, greens committees and
anyone who may be planning a remod-
eling project. The booklet covers ar-
easto considerinaremodeling project,
including advice on drafting a remod-
eling master plan and costs, funding
and other factors relating to construc-
tion. Copies can be ordered online at
WWW.asgca.org.

LAKE KEOWEE COURSE TO
OPEN ON SCHEDULE

SUNSET, S.C. —The Jack Nicklaus
Signature course at The Reserve at
Lake Keowee is currently undergoing
construction, which began in 2001, and
is on schedule to open Oct. 15. David
Heatwole, a senior design associate at
Nicklaus Design, will oversee the final
implementation of the construction
plan. The course is part of a 3,200-acre
community with more than 23 miles of
shoreline on Lake Keowee.

GOLF COURSE NEWS

Continuity

leads to consistency

during club’s reconstruction

Editor’s note: This article is the firstin a
series that addresses the long-range plan-
ning and implementation of a reconstruc-
tion program at Willoughby Golf Club in
Stuart, Fla. The course is an 18-hole resi-
dential facility that was owned and oper-
ated by a development company and then
turned over to the membership after 10
years. The membership has now operated
the facility for more than four years but the
long-range planning began a few years
prior to the takeover. Kevin Downing,
CGCS, has been the golf course and land-
scape manager since the inception of the
project and provides valuable insight into
initiating their long-range plans.

By KEVIN DOWNING

STUART, Fla. — As Willoughby Golf
Club embarks in a full-scale renovation
project that willinvolve closing the course
for the next six months, proper
long-range planning has been a key orga-
nizational advantage. I have headed
up the renovation planning process, which
began in 1998. Since I have been at
the club from the beginning, I have
been able to easily identify what steps
need to be taken to improve the layout

because I under-
stand the course’s
mission.

In the late 1980s
the developers of
Willoughby set out to
create a golf course
that focused on the
needs of the average
golfer. They wanted
to create a stimulat-
ing round of golf, but realized that most
of the buyers were high-handicap
golfers.

The developers originally chose
the Arthur Hills design firm because
of their ability to work with environmen-
tally sensitive property and because
they understood the diverse needs of the
eventual homeowners and club member-
ship. I worked closely with their firm and
the housing configuration to insure that
the course hit the targeted market. The
result was a 6,600-yard course that still
challenged all levels of golfers.

As courses mature, the design charac-
teristics and landscape materials can al-
ter the playing conditions of the best of
Continued on next page
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Golf Trail Iookmg for first site

By DEREK RICE

SAN FRANCISCO —
Unlike most of the coun-
try, the San Francisco
Bay area doesn’t have
enough golf courses.
With land scarce, it’s dif-
ficult to find 150 acres to
build on, which means
that the daily-fee courses
are packed.

Because he doesn’t
have the time to play at a

golf courses is depen-
dent on the sanctity
of par,” he said. “Rather
than the sanctity of
par, why don’t we just
create shots. Suddenly
the land requirement
is about a third. That
was the basis of the Golf
Trail concept.”

Golf Trail is the
combination of a golf
course and a practice

crowded course, Dwight
Pate got to thinking about
golf facilities that could
be built on less land.

“I started thinking that the whole
business of 150 acres in the design of

Duwight Pate says this is the optimal
layout for his Golf Trail.

facility. Golfers use
standard equipment to
hit operator-supplied
balls to target greens and fairways.

Players can add a competitive component
Continued on page 20

Twin Creeks project progressing

By DEREK RICE

AUSTIN, Texas — Twin Creeks, a 760-
acre residential, country club and golf
course community located in the Cedar
Park area of Austin, will be the first pri-
vate country club and the first Fred
Couples signature course in the area when
it opens this fall.

The projectisaventure of Twin Creeks
Holdings, a partnership between Cres-
cent Resources LLC and SWD Communi-
ties. The development, undertaken by
Weitz Golf International of Palm Beach,
Fla., broke ground last October and is
progressing on schedule, said Harry
Turner, senior vice president of Twin
Creeks Holdings.

“We're currently in construction with a
planned opening of late this year,” he
said. “We hope to have everything planted
by the end of August and [ believe that we
should meet that as long as we don’t get

any big rains or anything that’s unfore-
seen.”

One reason the project is going so well,
Turner said, is the land itself, which he
& saidisattractive
to both golfers
and home-
owners.

“We've got a
perfect piece of
land. We've got

5 holes that
don’t have
houses directly
on the fairway
so from a
golfer’s per-
spective it gives
you the feel of
not being in a
housing development,” he said. “From

Continued on page 19

Fred Couples consults on
the Twin Creeks project
during construction.

UK alum returns
for renovation

By DEREK RICE

LEXINGTON, Ky. — When ar-
chitect Drew Rogers of Arthur
Hills/Steve Forrest and Associates
graduated from the University of
Kentucky in 1991, he never imag-
ined that he’d one day be back to
help renovate the Big Blue course
at the University Club of Kentucky.

“When you leave school, you
never know where your career is
going to take you,” Rogers said.
“Certainly, I
didn’t have any
idea that I'd
ever have an
opportunity to
come back and
be in Lexing-
ton to do the
kind of work
that I do, so
that was pretty rewarding.”

The course, which is set to re-
open May 18, has undergone what
Rogers called a “typical facelift,”
including rebuilding greens to
USGA specifications and renovat-
ing tee boxes, bunkers, drainage
and cart paths. Along with these
traditional items, Rogers was able
to bring the course more in line
with its Kentucky roots.

“A lot of vegetation that was on
the site that was probably not se-
lected to match the pastoral quality
of the site, so we removed a lot of

Continued on page 17

Drew Rogers

Course to open
on donated land

By DEREK RICE

BATON ROUGE, La. — Thanks to a
donation of 200 acres of land and a prop-
erty tax levy that raised $3.2 million, the
East Baton Rouge Parish Recreation and
Parks Commission (BREC) will soon open
a new flagship golf course, its seventh in
the area.

Although there is no set date for the
opening of Beaver Creek, Bill Palmer,
BREC director, said conditions should
dictate a summer opening.

“We don’t have a target date except for
somewhere around July or August,” he
said. It's growing in and doing very well.
It's been a kind winter and the grass
really looks good.”

A group of landowners donated the
land in 1999, keeping 322 acres for a
residential community that is also under
construction.

“The land is worth about 2.5 million.
That’savery significant donation,” Palmer
said.

Because BREC and the developers have
worked together from the start, the two
projects will avoid many of the issues
encountered by such close neighbors,
Palmer said.

“We eliminated a lot of the potential
problems by working together in the be-

Continued on page 19
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Re-tooled Frenchman’s Creek re-opens

NORTH

P AL M
BEACH, Fla.
— Weitz Golf
International
recently
— completed

an 18-hole renovation at
Frenchman’s Creek Country

UK alum

Continued from page 15

that to expose the more typical
open Kentucky rolling horse
farm-type of landscape,” Rogers
said.

The construction aspect of the

some work with the ¢ ing lakes
on the property, Rogers said.
“We replaced the lake ov
flow structure
structures from what was a con-
crete gutter-type system, which
was not the look we were trying
to achieve,” he said.
“We extruded those and used a
lot of the limestone on site. We
had a water feature specialist,
Horizon Golf, build more stream-

and connection

The 16th hole at the newly renovated
University Club of Kentucky, which re-
opens May 18.

like spillways that connected the
ponds, which aesthetically was
an improvement.”

3ecause of the extensive drain-
age system renovation, Rogers
said, the fairways are completely
new.

“There was a lot of distur-
bance in the fairws:
tated by the drainage that
we planned to install,” he said.
‘As you can imagine, trying to

» anything in the line of fair-
way turf was not a number that
made any sense. We were kind
of starting from scratch there.

“We did not alter the original
routing to speak of. A few were
lengthened, a few shortened, but
the original corridors were main-
tained as they had existed.”

Rogers said hisa ition with
the Univ ntucky came
in handy on this proje from
both a personal and professional
standpoint.

“Most people don’t get a
chance to give something back,”
he said. “I was already familiar
with the property from years past
and got to do some significantly
exciting things. I played it a few
times under its old name.” B
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Club based in Palm Beach Gar-
dens.
Architect Robert Cupp of Cupp

Design directed the project,
which broke ground on /
2001, and was completed in time
for winter play in 2002.

The renovation included strip-
ping and clearing the entire

the budget for

GOLF

BUNKER

of sand trap maintenance

Steve made the right decision

the right solution

you a product info

course and re-grading it to Cupp’s
specifications. In addition, Weitz
installed a new irrigation system.
The course now features larger
greens grassed with TifEagle,
fairways grassed with TifSport,
new bunkers, new timber bridges
and timber bulk-heading and cus-
tom-colored cart paths.

RENOVATION:

CASE STUDY #43

Steve used to dread rainy weather
After most storms, he would spend
$1,900 to $2,500 on labor, repairing

water damage on his bunkers

Steve was looking for answers to his bunker
g

problem and found a solution that works. He

turned to an advanced technology from IVI-GOLF

Sandtrapper™ lines the bunker and ends the routine

on labor. This keeps the course owners satisfied and leaves room

a few things he's had his eye on

labor budget with Sandtrapper by IVI-GOLF. Ca

rmation

juigde to lea

Contact IVI-GOLF today!!
(] 888-970-5111

www.sandtrapper.com

d short renovation cycles

fair-
ways are highlighted by
new landscaping ele-

The renovated

ments throughout the
course.
This was the second

renovation Weitz Golf

performed at
Frenchman'’s Creek, fol-
lowing a total restora-
tion of the course’s club-

has

house last summer.

It prevents washouts and sand

contamination while eliminating short renovation cycles

Now, he spends a lot less money

n

The 11th green at Frenchman's Creek.

He's happy to have found

n more about Sandtrapper
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