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RCGA supports environmental initiatives with donations

EDMONTON, Alberta,
Canada — Two environmental
initiatives have received a big
boost thanks to a $110,000 dona-
tion from the Royal Canadian
Golf Association (RCGA).

A check for $75,000 was pre-
sented to the Canadian Turfgrass
Research Foundation while the
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary

System of Canada received
$35,000 during the RCGA’s an-
nual general meeting here at
Edmonton’s Fantasyland Hotel.

“The sport of golf has enjoyed
incredible growth in recent
years,” said Stephen Ross, ex-
ecutive director of the RCGA.
“However, that growth places
increased importance on devel-

oping the game in an environ-
mentally responsible manner.
Both these programs work hard
to protect and enhance our envi-
ronment and we are proud to
support them.”

The Canadian Turfgrass Re-
search Foundation (CTRF)
funds turfgrass and environmen-
tal research at various universi-

ties and research facilities across
Canada. The foundation’s goal is
to reduce maintenance require-
ments by improving turfgrass
species and cultural practices.
Institutions currently receiving
CTRF support are Laval Uni-
versity, University of Guelph
and Nova Scotia Agricultural
College.
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The Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary System of Canada de-
velops and administers environ-
mental education programs for
landowners. As many as 25 Cana-
dian golf courses have become
fully certified sanctuaries for wild-
life, while another 170 courses are
actively participating in the pro-
gram. The RCGA’s donation will
assistin the ongoing environmen-
tal education program.

Ice damage
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to clean up in the spring.”

At a price of $16 for a 40-pound
bag of Profile and $8 a bag for a 50-
pound bag of sunflower seeds, the
material costs are low.

Superintendent Scott Cybulski
at Falmouth Country Club is hav-
ing similar success with Profile.
He uses one 40-pound bag per
green and has made one applica-
tion so far this year.

“It works right down through
the ice and makes air holes in it,”
he said. “When it is above freez-
ing it works really well. It turns
the ice into a frozen margarita
consistency.”

While some are concerned that
constant applications of Profile
would cause the build up of a Pro-
file “layer” in the soil, Hodge is
not concerned.

“I am putting down such a light
application,” he said. “And with
my verticutting and aerification it
gets worked into the soil. I have
also just done this twice this year.
If I was putting down tons year
after year, then [ would worry.”

Getting rid of the snow cover
and the ice, however, does open
the greens up to other problems,
Hodge conceded.

“Exposed turfgrass is now sus-
ceptible to direct low temperature
killand desiccation,” he said. “But
at least I can see the turf and man-
age it.”

The best case scenario at this
point would be snowy weather.
“We have had a lot of ice this
winter,” he said. “Some snow cover
would help.” B

Snowmelt clues
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analyzed, and future fencing and
repellants can be planned.

Although not related to the
snowmelt process, mice damage
inhabiting irrigation controllersis
another potential problem spot.
Most manufacturers recommend
that irrigation field satellites re-
main on during the winter period.
These can generate small amounts
of heat that mice cherish over the
winter period. The resulting dam-
age from wires being chewed can
cause major headaches. Preven-
tive measures such as putting mice
bait inside these controllers can
reduce this damage.l
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