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Organic management plan 
offers best results 

To the Edi tor , 
Here at Lahontan G o l f C lub , w e str ive 

to be 1 0 0 percent o r g a n i c th rough sus-
ta inab le agr i cu l tu re , by f eed ing the soi l , 
no t the p lant ( " O r g a n i c go l f activists score 
ma jo r v i c t o r y " G C N A p r i l 2 0 0 2 a n d 
"The t ime for o r g a n i c go l f has a r r i v e d " 
GCN M a y 2 0 0 2 ) . 

O u r results have p r o v i d e d excep t i ona l 
turf cond i t i ons , howeve r , w e rea l i ze that 
the de f in i t i on of o r g a n i c vs. i n o r g a n i c 
can be subject ive a n d is o p e n to discus-
sion. Synthet ic vs. o r g a n i c is easy to 
unders tand , but if a go l f course over 
app l i es " o r g a n i c s " to the course, it cou ld 
still result in l each ing a n d runof f of phos-
phorous a n d n i t rogen , requ i r i ng add i -

GCN NEWS POLL: 
What impact will advancements in 

golf ball and golf club technology 

have on the golf course industry? 

•"Whenever one is able to improve 
the average golfer's performance, it 
will raise the level of excitement about 
our game. We do need to be certain 
that we make the marketplace aware 
of the fact that there are rules that 
govern our play, and as long as we 
remain in the context of the rules we 
will all benefit." 

— Jeremy P. Leon, chief operating 
officer, Royce Brook Golf Club, 
Hillsborough, N.J. 

•"Overall, I predict minimal im-
pact. The USGA has limited initial 
velocity of the ball (for a set club 
head speed) for 20-something years. 
I doubt that dimple patterns (aerody-
namics) can add much more. 

The biggest increase in length has 
been and will be clubs, particularly in 
the hands of bigger, stronger, more 
dedicated, and therefore more tal-
ented, players. So what if a few pro-
fessionals and talented young ama-
teurs are able to hit the ball farther? 
If we don't make new courses signifi-
cantly wider, that length will ulti-
mately translate into less accuracy 
and curb itself. The vast majority of 
us baby boomers are going to lose 
distance and we will be just fine play-
ing enjoyable and strategically stimu-
lating courses that are of the same 
dimensions as today." 

— Mike Dasher, member, Ameri-
can Society of Golf Course Architects, 
Dasher Golf Design, Orlando, Fla. 

•"Improved technology, although 
a positive influence in most fields, is 
not necessarily the answer for golf. 
Technological advances tend to make 
the current state obsolete, thus 

Continued on page 28 

t i ona l best m a n a g e m e n t prac t ices a n d 
m i t i g a t i o n to a v o i d c o n t a m i n a t i o n of 
w a t e r w a y s . There fore , th rough al l of this, 
m a n a g e m e n t is p i vo ta l to success, even if 
the course is o r g a n i c . 

I th ink N e a l Lewis hits the po in t on the 
h e a d by desc r i b i ng an " O r g a n i c M a n -
a g e m e n t Plan. "That impl ies the use of 
non-synthet ic fer t i l izers c o u p l e d w i th a 
m a n a g e m e n t p lan that unders tands the 
ag r i cu l tu re of turf grass w h o l l y a n d holis-
t i ca l l y . " 

Take ca re , 
Mortyn Hoffmann 

DMB/Highlands Group, LLC 

Truckee, Calif. 

Moss article covered bases 

Editor's note: The following is contribu-

tor Kevin Ross' response to Neil 

Goldberg's letter in last month's issue 

that raised several questions about Ross' 

article "Moss hits Colorado hard, more 

research needed" (GCN April 2002). 

To the Edi tor , 
I w o u l d l ike to address a f ew issues 

f rom N e i l G o l d b e r g ' s response a n d of fer 
a d d i t i o n a l i n fo rma t i on c o n c e r n i n g the 
C o l o r a d o moss sympos ium. 

As far as the Ultra D a w n issue, I stated 

Uihlein: Golf ball not 
to blame 
Continued from previous page 

Woods stands 6 feet 2 inches tall, weighs 
180 pounds and can bench press in excess 
of 270 pounds. 

Today's chiseled professional athlete 
who plays on the U.S. PGA Tour is using 
longer, lighter drivers with oversize 
clubheads featuring faces that trampoline 
at impact. The golf ball does not act alone, 
conspiracy theories not withstanding. 

NEWER COURSES WOULD BE A BETTER TEST 

The U.S. PGA Tour plays 44 events per 
year. Since 1960 the USGA Men's Open 
has been played at 20 different courses. If 
it is the professional 
game that we are 
concerned about 
and this involves, at 
best, only 60 to 70 
courses annually, 
why is there a de-
bate that 16,000 golf 
courses are at risk 
due to the advances in the golf equipment 
technology? 

In 1960 there were 6,000 golf courses in 
the United States. Today, there are more 
than 16,000. Over the past 42 years, more 
than 10,000 golf courses have been con-
structed and opened. Since these golf 
courses have been built anticipating the 
evolution of technology, why have only 
two (Bellerive in 1964 and Hazeltine in 
1970) been selected to host a USGA Men's 
Open? Doesn't it seem logical that a mod-
ern course would be the best test of the 
modern player and the modern power 
game? 

Continuing with the assumption con-
temporary designs anticipated the arrival 
of today's power game, why have we not 
considered selecting contemporary sites 
to host a USGA Men's Open? For ex-
ample why not consider staging an event 
at Pumpkin Ridge GC or Bandon Dunes 
GC in Oregon, Double Eagle GC in Ohio, 

that Ul t ra D a w n g a v e the most consistent 
results, w h i c h is abso lu te ly cor rec t . The 
O r e g o n State study is the on ly study that 
had poo r results using Ultra D a w n . How-
ever , their techn ique used Ultra D a w n as 
a b roadcas t a p p l i c a t i o n th rough a b o o m 
sprayer a n d not a d rench a p p l i c a t i o n . It 
is w i d e l y be l ieved that the b r o a d c a s t 
a p p l i c a t i o n w a s the reason for the inef-
fect iveness. In Frank Dob ie ' s Moss Net-
w o r k (ci ted in G o l d b e r g ' s letter), Ul t ra 
D a w n w a s de te rm ined as the most effec-
t ive cont ro l for moss. As far as the discol-
o ra t i on issue, the research shows that 
on ly s l ight d i sco lo r i ng happens w i t h tem-
peratures a b o v e 8 0 degrees . This is con-
sistent w i t h most al l p roduc ts , i nc lud ing 
Ter racyte . 

O n the sub jec t o f r e s e a r c h , I d i d 
m e n t i o n Dr . Frank Rossi a t C o r n e l l Uni -
ve rs i t y as a si te w h e r e i n d e p e n d e n t l y 
f u n d e d r e s e a r c h w a s t a k i n g p l a c e . 
Rossi 's conc lus ions to d a t e s h o w e d Junc-
t i on r a n k e d f i rs t a n d T e r r a c y t e r a n k e d 
s e c o n d in his t r ia l s to c o n t r o l moss. 
N e i t h e r of these p r o d u c t s a r e a one-
t ime f i x fo r moss a n d ne i the r p r o v i d e d 
1 0 0 p e r c e n t c o n t r o l . 

C o n c e r n i n g Ter racyte , the ar t ic le d i d 
i nd ica te that Terracyte w a s one of the 

Bulle Rock GC in Maryland, or Whistling 
Straits in Wisconsin? 

Why is it that courses designed by Pete 
Dye and used by the PGA Tour (TPC 
Sawgrass and PGA West) hold up so well 
as contemporary challenges for today's 
professional golfers, but not one of Mr. 
Dye's venues ever has been selected by 
the USGA to host one of its men's cham-
pionships? 

And why is it that we only hear from 
player/architects such as Jack Nicklaus, 
Arnold Palmer and Greg Norman concern-
ing "limited flight" golf balls and a "one ball 
fits all" solution, but we do not hear from 
PGA Tour commissioner Finchem or play-
ers such as Tiger Woods, David Duval, Phil 
Mickelson or Davis Love on the subject? 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ After all, it is the 

equipment used by 
the contemporary 
PGA Tour players 
where the crusaders 
are demanding 
change. 

Former USGA 
technical director 

Frank Thomas states that we should not 
worry about major distance changes in 
the future because the laws of physics 
will continue to prevail. Why is his re-
search and viewpoint 
(www.franklygolf.com) being ignored? 

Each and every equipment rule in place 
has resulted from a working give and 
take relationship between the game's rul-
ers (the USGA and the R&A) and those 
who are ruled (the golf equipment manu-
facturers) . We have ideas about the di-
rection of golf equipment-related issues. 
Unfortunately, with political white papers 
and a blatant media bias, the innocent 
golf ball has already been found guilty of 
crimes against the game. This situation 
makes any attempt at discussing where 
we go from here ineffective. 

Walter Uihlein is the president and chief 
executive officer of the Acushnet Co. 

poten t ia l p roduc ts that l ooked p rom is i ng . 
I a lso stated, as d i d Dr. Koski , a n d M a t t 
Ne l son , U S G A , at the sympos ium, that 
more research is ce r ta in l y needed . As 
ment ioned above , Terracyte has on ly been 
tested in univers i ty research by Dr. Rossi, 
w i t h q u a n t i f i a b l e results. 

The c l imat ic cond i t i ons in C o l o r a d o 
a re ce r ta in l y much d i f fe ren t than that of 
I thaca, N . Y . It a p p e a r s there w i l l be moss 
research c o n d u c t e d at C o l o r a d o State 
Univers i ty , led by Dr. Koski , s tar t ing this 
season. This research w i l l be sponso red 
by the Rocky M o u n t a i n G o l f Course Su-
per in tendents Assoc ia t i on . 

The pu rpose of the ar t i c le w a s to ca l l 
a t ten t ion to a p r o b l e m that requ i res add i -
t i ona l research to f ind a so lu t ion. I inter-
v i e w e d m a n y super in tendents at the sym-
pos ium, a n d most al l s tated they w e n t 
home more con fused than w h e n the ar-
r i ved. This shou ld tell eve ryone some-
th ing c o n c e r n i n g moss. 

Let's hope that w e d o f i nd a cure-al l for 
moss, no matter w h a t p roduc t it is, a n d no 
matter w h o makes it. 

Best rega rds , 
Kevin J. Ross, CGCS 

The Country Club of the Rockies 

Edwards, Colo. 

A line in the sand 
Continued from previous page 

safety reasons then construction, grow-
in and maintenance costs increase up to 
17 percent. How many developers will be 
discouraged from including a golf course 
in their future projects if acreage require-
ments continue to escalate? 

Wally Uihlein's comment recently that 
the golf industry is flat and "mired in the 
same recession as the rest of the U.S." is 
true, but the primary problem is cost. It is 
a simple equation. The farther players 
can hit the ball, the more length and 
width we need for safe and enjoyable golf 
courses. This additional acreage means 
more development costs and greater 
maintenance budgets. These additional 
expenses are most likely going to be 
passed on to the golfer in the form of 
higher greens fees. 

We are not attempting to roll back the 
clock on the game. We just want to keep 
it affordable so golfers of all ages can 
enjoy it. Making golf more expensive, 
time consuming, and more intimidating 
is not the way to grow participation rates. 

Damian Pascuzzo is the president of the 
American Society of Golf Course Architects 
and is a partner in Graves & Pascuzzo, 
Ltd., a golf course design and development 
firm in El Dorado Hills, Calif. 

We want to hear 
from you 

Letters to the editor are an inte-
gral part of GCN, so let your voice be 
heard. Send all correspondence to: 

ANDREW OVERBECK, EDITOR 

GOLF COURSE NEWS 

106 LAFAYETTE STREET 

PO BOX 997 

YARMOUTH, ME 04096 

FAX #: 207-846-0657 

AOVERBECK@GOLFCOURSENEWS.COM 

'Doesn't it seem logical that a 
modern course would be the 

best test of the modern player 
and the modern power game?' 

http://www.franklygolf.com
mailto:AOVERBECK@GOLFCOURSENEWS.COM

