Hopkinton CC gets facelift

FRAMINGHAM, Mass. —
Triad Development and
agement LLLC has undert
a “dramatic transformation” of
the former Saddle Hill Country
Club here into a new private
club.
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for Triad, which was determined
to turn the property into
a more traditional golf course.
Tim Gordon, general manager
at Hopkinton, said Scott-
Taylor should transform the 18-
hole track into “something spe-
cial.”

Construction is underway,
and Gordon said he expects the
renovated course to open for
play in July or August.

Avrchitect lan Scott-Taylor is transform-
ing the former Saddle Hill Country
Club in Framingham, Ma into a
more traditional layout for Triad De-
velopment and Management. The
course should re-open later this
summer.

In drawing up plans for reno-
vation, Scott-Taylor said he
looked to turn a 40-year-old func-
tional course situated squarely
in the Boston market into a mod-
ern classic in the vein of those
designed by Donald Ross,
Alister Mackenzie and A.W.
Tillinghast.

“It’s a big thrill for me to have
a club ask me to do what comes
naturally,” Scott-Taylor said.

Eighty-five bunkers, as well
as contouring and all-new tee
complexes, will be added to the
course. Those bunkers, Scott-
Taylor said, are designed in the
early style of the great archi-
tects.

“It's what I've always wanted
to do in the States — get a golf
course and turn it back to that
era,” he said.

Scott-Taylor is also reversing
the course’s existing routing,
similar to how Augusta National
changed its original fourth and
fifth holes to what are now the
famous 12th and 13th “Amen
Corner” holes, he said.

The new Hopkinton CC will
present unique challenges that
the existing course doesn’t of-
fer, and it will take a few rounds
to adjust to those changes, Scott-
Taylor said.

“Most of the members who
come out and play will call me
Lucifer the first couple of
rounds,” Scott-Taylor said. “But
once they start discovering how
to play the course and learn its
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intricacies, they will start to play
better.”

Gordon said that regrassing
the primary and secondary
roughs with various kinds of
fescues will help create the
old-style look the club is seek-
ing.

“The idea is that it looks,
feels and smells like it has been

-
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here and is established,” Gor-
don said. “The Boston area
has seen a lot of new courses
open in the last five years,
but we didn’t want to be a
‘me too.” The tradition is what
it’s all about. It's what everyone
loves.”

Planned construction
includes added amenities like
a swimming pool, tennis courts
and a full-service clubhouse.
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John Deere distributor or 1-800-537-8233.
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Stoneleigh
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their enjoyment of the club,”
Goodrich said.

Cieri said despite the attrac-
tion of the course, the improve-
ments were needed for
Stoneleigh to remain competitive
in the Washington, D.C. area.

“I'think we needed to do some-
thing to enhance the golf course,
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rather than resting on just a great
layout that’s very picturesque,”
he said. “You've got to keep up
with the Joneses to a certain ex-
tent.”

Kensington, Md.-based archi-
tecture firm Ault, Clark and As-
sociates designed the layout

Stoneleigh,
while T.A. Construction Services
Inc. of Gaithershurg, Md., took
on the construction.l
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