NEWS

Radisson Cable

By JOEL JOYNER
NASSAU, Bahamas — After a
S15 million renovation, the
Radisson Cable Beach resort is
sporting afresh, modern newlook.
The projectincludes a new 25,000-
square-foot pool with r,
plantings on the grounds, six reno-
vated and re-themed restaurants,
anew hotellobby and guestrooms,

Beach Resort faces renovation challenges

and a complete redesign of
Nassau'’s first and oldest course.

The original 18-hole layout was
designed and built by Emmet
Devereaux in 1928. The layout is
being redesigned by architect and
course operator Fred Settle, Jr.,
president of International Golf De-
sign in Clermont, Fla.

“The owners wanted a good re-

sort course that could be enjoyed
by all who play the game,” said
Settle. “The newly designed
course will feature spacious fair-
ways guarded by a beautiful net-
work of lakes. The greens will be
protected by a series of multiple
moundsto create containment. This
will actually assist a golfer who oc-
casionally strikes a stray shot.

“The course will have a mini-
mum of sand bunkers but will have
a number of grass depressions to
create undulation and to properly
drain the course fromthe occasional
tropical showers,” he continued.

Renovation work on the front
nine was complete until Hurricane
Michelle struck The Bahamas in
early November. Play on the

course was scheduled to switch to
the front nine while the back nine
was closed for renovation.

“We were going to open the
new front nine on Christmas Day,
and planned on starting the work
on the second nine in January,”
said Settle. “After the storm, it’s
probably going to be February or
March before the new nine opens.
We should have the entire course
renovated and open by Septem-
ber or October of this year.”

One of the major costs for the
projectincluded eight-footconcrete
cart paths around the tees and
greefs, according to Bill
Endebrock, president of
Endebrock-White Co.in West Palm
Beach, Fla. “Concrete is expensive
inThe Bahamas, S

yard. It's one of the biggest items on
the golf course project.”

The par-72 golf course will mea-
sureapproximately 6,500 yards from
the back tees and 5,600 yards from
the resort tees. The greens will be
large and receptive with a minimum
of undulation. The turfgrass will be
Salam Paspalumwhich canwithstand
the salty sea breezes and tropical cli-
mate year round.

Initiation fee
insurance unveiled

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — Owners &
Members National Insurance
Services has unveiled new in-
surance coverage that enables
club members to recover a por-
tion of the initiation fee paid for
their membership if they resign
from the club and move out of
the area. The coverage, called
initiation fee insurance, is un-
derwritten by the Chubb Group
of Insurance Companies.

“This insurance is designed to
overcome a commonly-heard ob-
jection to buying club member-
ships — that a member may have
to resign and lose the initiation
fee due to a job transfer,” said
Fonda Hereford of Owners &
Members. “Under this program,
if the member has to resign be-
cause of a need to relocate their
principal residence more than 150
miles, the insurance allows the
member to recover all ora portion
of the initiation fee.”

The company said the program
isaimed at helping clubs that have
asignificantamount of corporately
mobile members increase sales
and value by overcoming the ob-
jection to initiation fees.

Owners, developers or manage-
ment companies of private clubs
purchase the insurar The
policy may be issued for a period
of up to nine years, including a
one-year deductible period for new
members and a two-year deduct-
ible period for existing members.
Reimbursement will vary by policy
and the club owner offers the re-
fund to its departing members.
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