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St Augustine golf courses gear 
up for GCSAA championship 
B y J O E L J O Y N E R 

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — The Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of 
America will hold its 52nd championship 
event here as 720 superintendents from 
around the world compete at six area golf 
courses. Sponsored by the Toro Co. for the 
eighth consecutive year, the championship 
will lead off the GCSAA annual conference 
and trade show in Orlando, Feb. 3-10. 

Following practice rounds, the individual 
championship and 
four ball champion-
ship will take place 
Feb. 4-5. The six 
courses scheduled to 
host the event are: 
The Slammer & The 
Squire at World Golf 
Village; The King and 
The Bear at World John Jenkins 

Golf Village; Matanzas Woods Golf Club at 
Palm Coast Resort; Cypress Knoll Golf Club 
at Palm Coast Resort; Grand Haven Golf 
Club; and The Golf Club at South Hampton. 

Mitch Clodfelter, superintendent at 
Cowans Ford Country Club in Stanley, N.C., 
won his first GCSAA championship last 
year in San Antonio, squeezing out a one 
stroke victory over Sam Williamson, super-
intendent at Ojai Valley Inn & Spa. 

THE SLAMMER & THE SQUIRE 
Named after golf legends and course 

design consultants Sam Snead and Gene 
Sarazen,The Slammer & The Squire's 6,939-
yard, par 72 layout was designed by Bobby 
Weed. Superintendent Steve LaFrance in-
tends to have the course "at its best when 
the guys come to town." 

The short game will be the key to playing 
the course. 'The course has very generous 
fairways. The short game will be the issue 
here as far as scoring well," said LaFrance. 
'The greens and chipping areas both have 
a lot of undulation. 

"As far as maintenance on the greens, it 
will depend on the weather," he continued. 
"If we get any hard freezes, that alone will 
speed up the greens. You never really know 
what kind of weather to expect here in early 

February. It could be 
freezing or it could be 
70 degrees. We'll at-
tempt to have the 
greens running at 10 
feet plus on the 
Stimpmeter." 

There will be plenty 
of birdie opportunities 
if the ball is kept in 

play, according to LaFrance. 'The last four 
holes on the layout are the most challeng-
ing, but again the short game will need to 
be the focus," he said. "We have some 
strong finishing holes here." 

THE KING AND THE BEAR 
Designed by Arnold Palmer and Jack 

Nicklaus, The King and The Bear stretches 
to 7,279 yards from the championship tees. 
The 18-hole course offers two distinct nine 
holes. The front nine provides a links-style 
layout while the back nine offers a more 
traditional tree-lined course. 

In November 2001, LaFrance also took 
over responsibilities for the maintenance 
operation at The King and The Bear. His 
assistant, Chris McCranie, was sent over to 
implement the maintenance program based 

Bruce Stevens 

GCSAA sets up in Orlando 
ORLANDO, Fla. — The Golf Course 

Superintendents Association of America's 
73rd International Golf Course Confer-
ence and Show visits Orlando next month, 
Feb. 3-10, to wrap up a yearlong celebra-
tion of the GCSAA's 75th 
anniversary. With atten-
dance surpassing 20,000 
each of the past five years, 
the event is the world's larg-
est golf course manage-
ment conference and trade 
show. Some of the high-
lights scheduled for the 
event include: 

• The 2002 GCSAA Golf 
Championship, sponsored 
by the Toro. Co., Feb. 4-5, 
will be held at six St. Augustine area golf 
courses; 

• Former Dallas Cowboys coach Jimmy 
Johnson presents the keynote address 
during the Opening Session F#b. 6 at 6:30 
p.m. The event is sponsored by United 
Horticulture Supply. 

• A Golf General Session, 9:00 a.m., 
Feb. 7, features a presentation by former 
middle linebacker for the Chicago Bears, 
Mike Singletary. The association also will 
present the President's Award for Envi-
ronmental Stewardship and the GCSAA/ 
Golf Digest's 2001 Environmental Lead-
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on The Slammer & The Squire operation. 
"This is a newer course so there will be 

some differences in the programs, but for 
the most part they'll be the same. We'll 
have the same mowing heights, fertility pro-
gram and tournament preparations found at 
The Slammer & The Squire," said McCranie. 

As far as playing the course, the wind 
may have a strong impact. 'The winds pre-
vail out of the North to Northeast," said 
McCranie. "The number two and number 
three holes are both monsters and are set 
dead into the wind. 

'The second hole is a long par 4, the 
entire course is fairly long," explained 
McCranie. 'Three is a long par 3. With the 
wind blowing it's a two iron or even a three 
wood or driver for many players from the 
back tees. Superintendents should bring 
their long iron game and driver to play this 
course, that's for certain." 

MATANZAS WOODS GOLF CLUB 
Fred Kleinfelder is the director of golf 

course maintenance for the Matanzas Woods 
and Cypress Knoll golf clubs at the Palm 
Coast Resort. The layouts require two differ-
ent games in order to play them both well. 

"Matanzas is a little over 6,900 yards 
from the back," said Kleinfelder. "It's open, 
long and a big course. Cypress is around 
6,600 yards from the back but it's pretty 
tight with small greens and narrow fair-
ways. You'll need your driver at Matanzas 
whereas they'll probably be a lot of two 
irons off the tees at Cypress Knoll." 

Matanzas' superintendent Bruce Stevens 

was brought over from Cypress Knoll fol-
lowing wildfires that damaged the front 
nine at the course in 1998. 'The wildfires 
wiped out the front nine, all the trees, bath-
rooms, water cooler stations, part of the pro 
shop and some of the maintenance equip-
ment that was left outside," said Stevens. 
"We're doing hardwood plantings all the time 
and we've relandscaped a lot of the areas." 

About 80 percent of the greens are un-
dulating, according to Stevens. 'They are 
fair and ample, and I think we'll Stimpmeter 
them at nine and a half or 10 feet which will 
be challenging enough for the event." 

The Jefferson Davis Waterway and lakes 
throughout the course help devise the strat-
egy needed to play the layout. 'There are 
water features all over the course that the 
superintendents will have to play over and 

Continued on next page 

ers in Golf Awards. A Career Develop-
ment General Session: Thriving in 
Today's Employment Environment will 
be held at 2:00 p.m. and moderated by 
talk show host and golf historian Peter 

Kessler. 
• The President's Recep-

tion and Dinner Show, 6:00 
p.m. Feb. 8, will be high-
lighted by the honoring of 
the GCSAA's highest 
honor, the Old Tom Mor-
ris Award, to former St. 
Andrews Links superinten-
dent Walter Woods, Esq. A 
concert by the Jackson-
ville, Fla.-based band .38 
Special also will be held. 

The event is held in partnership with the 
Bayer Corp. 

• GCSAA members will vote for three 
officers and two directors from a selec-
tion of eight candidates at the annual 
meeting, Feb. 8. 

• More than 120 conference and educa-
tional seminars will be conducted and more 
than 70 hours of workshop sessions and 
forums will take place during the event. 
The seminar program is sponsored by 
Textron Golf, Turf & Specialty Products. 

• The trade show, involving more than 
750 exhibitors, will take place Feb. 7-9. 

CMAA convenes for 75th World 
Conference and Expo in San Antonio 

SAN ANTONIO — The Club Manag-
ers Association of America (CMAA) will 
hold its 75th Annual World Conference 
on Club Management and 25th Annual 
Exposition here at the San Antonio 
Marriott Rivercenter and the Henry B. 
Gonzalez Convention Center, Feb. 3-7. 

The international conference brings 
together club industry professionals for 
five days of educa-
tion sessions, social 
events, and the larg-
est trade show in 
the club industry. 
Some highlights for 
the event include: 

• Two pre-con-
ference golf tourna-
ments will be 
hosted here at the 
Quarry Golf Club 
and Canyon 
Springs Golf Club 
Feb. 2. 

• More than 100 
educational ses-
sions, including 
eight pre-confer-
ence workshops, 
covering every-
thing from culinary instruction to envi-
ronmental issues and leadership. 

• The 25th Annual Exposition at the 
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center, 
Feb. 3-4, is expected to be the largest in 
the association's history with more than 
580 booths. 

• A Club Tour event, Feb. 4, will take 

Barbara Bush will be 
the Opening Business 

members and guests via motorcoach to 
visit three San Antonio clubs. The tour 
features the Dominion Country Club, 
Oak Hills Country Club and the San 
Antonio Country Club. 

• Former First Lady Barbara Bush 
will be the keynote speaker at the Open-
ing Business Session, Feb. 4. 

• World-class blind adventurer Erik 
Weihenmayer will 
speak at the Clos-
ing Business Ses-
sion, Feb. 7. He 
was the first blind 
man in history to 
reach the summit 
of the world's high-
est mountain -
Mount Everest. 

• The closing 
event will be a re-
turn to the "Roar-
ing 20s." A visit to 
1927, reliving 
CMAA's first for-
mal dinner dance, 
in the middle of 
Prohibition in 
America will be 
recreated at the 

CMAA speakeasy held at The Blue Par-
rot Club. Bath Tub Gin Tootsy will offer 
champagne, beads, flapper feathered 
bands and boas to the ladies and Fedo-
ras to the men while A1 Sturchio's Or-
chestra presents the music of Benny 
Goodman, Duke Ellington and "Jelly 
Roll" Morton. 

the keynote speaker at 
Session. 
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prevents motor failure 
burnout with soft switching 
and elimination of power 
supply spikes and low volt-
age conditions. 

Moulton said. "It's like the wind 
circles here making it tough to 
place shots sometimes. When the 
ball is hit above the tree line, it 
could get tricky. The last four holes 
play into the wind off the ocean." 

The eighth hole, a 156-yard, par 3 
with an island green, may become a 
new home for some 
superintendent's balls. "It's a tough 
shot to make, you never know which 
way the wind is going on that hole," 
said Moulton. "The green is about 
6,000 square feet with a small land-
ing area and a bunker on the left 
surrounded by stone. There also is 
an elevated tee, so superintendents 
will be hitting down at the green 
with about a 40-foot drop." 

THE GOLF CLUB AT 
SOUTH HAMPTON 

A 6,915 yard layout designed by 
Mark McCumber, The Golf Club at 
South Hampton is surrounded by 
tall pines and oaks. Sixteen lakes 
and more than 60 bunkers will pro-
vide opportunity for a risk-reward 
style of game. Superintendent Ja-
son Green will be looking to beef up 
the already challenging layout. 

'We'll definitely step up our pro-
gram by triple cutting the greens 
and rolling them," said Green. "I 
don't play golf, but I'm looking 
forward to having the superinten-
dents out here on the course." 

The long, par 5 sixth hole is fairly 
challenging for those who play the 
layout, according to Green. Named 
"Lightning Strikes," the 545-yard 
signature hole offers a tee shot 
framed by two large oak trees. 
"There are small fairway bunkers 
hidden from the teeing area and 
water covers the left side of the 
green," Green said.H 

Super tourney 
Continued from previous page 

around," said Stevens. "There are 
a couple of waterways, some 
greens that are bulkheaded or 
partially bulkheaded, and an is-
land green on the 18th hole." 

The signature 18th hole, with 
the island green designed by 
Arnold Palmer and Ed Seay, is 
surrounded by Lake Hope and 

Lake Pray. "It's hit or miss there," 
said Stevens. 

CYPRESS KNOLL GOLF CLUB 
The Cypress Knoll course, play-

ing at 6,591 yards from the back 
tees, requires target golf in order 
to navigate the narrow fairways 
and small greens. Superintendent 
John Jenkins expects to increase 
the green speeds to help keep the 
superintendents on their toes. 

"We'll double cut the greens at 
about .115 of an inch and apply 

some growth regulators to them 
for the tournament," said Jenkins. 
"My course is a little bit shorter 
than most layouts. I may speed 
the fairways up as well and raise 
the roughs a little bit. We'll try to 
make it like a mini U.S. Open." 

The course, which was designed 
by Gary Player, is extremely nar-
row, said Jenkins. "One of the hard-
est holes, I find, is the third hole. It's 
a straight shot par 4, with no real 
bunkers, that plays at about 450 

yards," said Jenkins. 
GRAND HAVEN GOLF CLUB 

The Grand Haven Golf Club in 
Palm Coast was designed by Jack 
Nicklaus. Ocean breezes may in-
fluence scores at Grand Haven 
especially on the signature 8th hole 
that sports an island green, accord-
ing to superintendent Jim Moulton. 

The layout offers elevated 
greens that are heavily bunkered. 
"It's primarily a wooded course, 
but we get a good ocean breeze," 

NGCOA show 
heads to 
Arizona 

PHOENIX, Ariz. The National 
Golf Course Owners Association 
will be holding their 20th An-
nual Conference and Trade Show 
here at the Hyatt Regency Phoe-
nix in the golf mecca of Phoenix, 
Ariz., Jan. 19-23. The event is 
one of the largest gatherings of 
golf course owners and opera-
tors in the world. 

Educational opportunities, 
networking, entertainment and 
golf will highlight this years 
event. They include: educational 
sessions that cover everything 
from wage and hour issues and 
food and beverage to course mar-
keting and pace of play; a pre-
conference on management, suc-
cession and other issues in family 
businesses; an UpLink golf out-
ing at Troon Golf-managed Talk-
ing Stick Golf Course; and up-
dates on the Internal Revenue 
Services' ruling to allow depre-
ciation of tees, greens and sand 
bunkers. 


