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Ohio turfgrass conference & show continues growth 
COLUMBUS, Ohio—The 35th 

Ohio Turfgrass Conference & 
Show, held here Dec. 3-6, attracted 
4,298 turfgrass professionals, 
academia and students to its an-
nual year-end event. More than 
3,300 registered attendees took 
part in over 90 hours of educa-
tional sessions, and the trade show 
featured 540 booths from 246 ex-

hibiting companies. 
The event is sponsored by the 

Ohio Turfgrass Foundation 
(OTF), the Ohio State University, 
Ohio State University Extension, 
and Ohio Agricultural Research 
& Development Center. At the 
conference, the OTF presented a 
check for $136,470 to the Ohio 
State University representing 

$111,470 in turfgrass research 
grants and $25,000 for scholar-
ships to turfgrass students 
throughout the state of Ohio. 

Several awards also were pre-
sented at the banquet, including a 
Professional of the Year Award to 
long-time OTF board member and 
past president Hank Chafin. Pro-
fessional Excellence Awards were 

presented to: Dr. Karl 
Danneberger, Department of Hor-
ticulture and Crop Science at Ohio 
State University, and Robert 
Figurella, superintendent, 
Brookside Country Club in Can-
ton, Ohio. Aspecial Honorary Life-
time Membership Award was pre-
sented to OTF past president Bob 
O'Brien of Century Equipment. 

GCSAA selects 
DSA winners 

ORLANDO, Fla. — The Golf 
Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America has named Hous-
ton B. Couch, Ph.D., William F. 
Ploetz and Bruce R. Williams, 
CGCS, as the recipients of the 
2002 Distinguished Service 
Award. During the Opening Ses-
sion here at GCSAA's 73rd Inter-
national Golf Course Conference 
and Show, Feb. 6, each honoree 
will be recognized for their "out-
standing, substantive and endur-
ing contributions to the advance-
ment of the golf course 
superintendent profession." 

The award winners are selected 
by the GCSAA board of directors 
from nominations by affiliated 
chapters. 'Their service and ef-
forts have not only enhanced the 
association but have benefited the 
profession," said GCSAA presi-
dent Tommy D. Witt. "Individu-
ally, they are why this is such a 
great profession." 

MEET THE WINNERS 
Couch teaches turfgrass sci-

ence at the plant pathology, physi-
ology and weed science depart-
ment at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University. He 
also is the author of two books, 
Diseases of Turf Grasses and the 
Turfgrass Disease Handbook, and 
provides his expertise in the 
GCSAA seminar "Maximizing 
Turfgrass Disease Control". 

Ploetz, retired from Indepen-
dence Golf Course in Gonzales, 
Texas, has spent 30 years volun-
teering his time to teach golf to 
kids and running summer youth 
golf clinics. He also has served on 
several GCSAA committees. He 
currently serves as a member of 
the conference and show resource 
group. 

Superintendent at Los Angeles 
Country Club, Williams served on 
the GCSAA's board of directors 
from 1991 to 1996, and he recently 
served as chairman of the mem-
bership s tandards resource 
group. The committee helped 
to implement the Professional 
Development Initiative to ad-
vance the knowledge, skills 
and abilities of the professional 
superintendent. 
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the course through fire, flood, 
renovations and additions. The 
54-hole operation boasts a 102-
unit lodge, 12 tennis courts, 
and a clubhouse with a large 
food and beverage operation. 

Although he sold the facility in 
2000, Hollingsworth continues to 
be active in the golf business by 
offering his expertise in a pro bono 
consulting service that is available 
to anyone who needs assistance. • 

When choosing a professional partner, you should 

demand a commitment to success equal to your own— 

the kind of commitment you get from BASF. While other 

companies were bailing out on the turf industry to chase 

profits in pharmaceuticals, BASF was actually divesting 

its pharmaceutical holdings to free up resources to serve 

you better. That means billions in R&D to add innovative 

new products to our already top-performing portfolio. 

It means unsurpassed customer service and a long-term 

commitment to the future of the turf industry. Most of all, it 

means working side by side with you to make it better. 

We don't make the turf. 
We make it better. 

BASF 


