
B R I E F S 
WEITZ COMPLETES ROSE CREEK 

CONSTRUCTION 

NORTH PALM BEACH, Fla. 
—Weitz Golf International has 
completed construction of 
Rose Creek Golf Course in 
Edmond, Okla. The Arthur 
Hills-designed course, which 
also features a large practice 
and teaching facility, will open 
for play in early summer 2003. 
Rose Creek is being developed 
by The Melrose Co., based in 
Hilton Head, S.C. 

JACOBSON FINISHES PHASE I OF 
INDIAN LAKES RENOVATION 

LIBERTYV1LLE, 111. — Golf 
course architect Rickjacobson 
has completed the first phase 
of a $5 million 36-hole reno-
vation at Indian Lakes Resort 
in suburban Bloomingdale. He 
also broke ground in early Oc-
tober on Phase II of the project, 
which will turn the 1960s -era 
resort into an upscale, state-
of-the-art golf complex. Phase 
I involved a complete 
makeover of the front nine of 
the resort's West Courrse. 

WEISKOPF RESTORES GREENS AT 
TROON NORTH MONUMENT 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz.—Reno-
vation at the Monument Course 
at Troon Golfs Troon North Golf 
Club has been completed. Tom 
Weiskopf, who originally de-
signed the course with Jay 
Morrish, restored the greens to 
their original specifications over 
the summer. The most major 
change Weiskopf oversaw was 
wideningof the long, narrow 
green on the 14th hole to provide 
additional pin placements behind 
the front green side bunker. 

OU COURSE RENOVATION 
NEARLY COMPLETE 

ATHENS, Ohio — Archi-
tect Barry Serafin's transfor-
mation of the Ohio University 
Golf Course has been mostly 
completed, with greens and 
tees growing in and fairways 
being seeded. The course has 
been closed this year to allow 
the builder, Quality Golf of 
Sunbury, to construct the final 
phase of Serafin's plans. Uni-
versity officials hope to reopen 
the course in June 2003. 

B y K E V I N D O W N I N G , C G C S 

STUART. Fla. — Sitting in the 
men's locker room on opening day 
can really provide you with direct 
feedback on the successes or fail-
ures of a project. After having the 
membership removed from their 
home club for six months, there 
are anxious moments while listen-
ing to folks comment about their 
first impression of their new and 
improved course. Let me share with 

NEWSMAKERS 

PGA Village to 
proceed - maybe 
B y D E R E K R I C E 

SAN ANTONIO — The cyclical 
saga of the proposed PGA Village 
here continued through late Octo-
ber, with the San Antonio City 
Council unanimously approving a 

new agree-
ment with 
A u s t i n -
b a s e d 
Lumbermen's 
Investment 
Corp. to 

build the golf resort on environ-
mentally sensitive land above the 
city's aquifer recharge zone. 

The resort would include as 
many as three courses, a golf edu-
cation center, two luxury hotels 
and several thousand residential 
units, all built on 2,861 acres. 

Earlier this year, opponents of 
the plan collected enough signa-
tures to force a referendum on the 
issue, which led the PGA to with-
draw from the project. 

The groups' opposition to the 
plan is based on two factors. Be-
cause of the location of the site, 
there is concern that chemicals 
from the golf course could find 
their way into the city's drinking 
water. While that is a major con-
cern, Enrique Valdivia of the Smart 
Growth Coalition, one of the 
groups that opposed the project, 
told Golf Course News in June that 
the major opposition stems from 

Continued on page 13 

2002 NEWSMAKERS 

Builders weather low construction demand 

Lee Hetrick 

B y D E R E K R I C E 

LINCOLN, Neb. — Golf20/20's 
first annual report, released ear-
lier this year (GCN, Sept. 2002), 
projected that there would be 285 

c o u r s e 
o p e n i n g s , 
one of the 
s m a l l e s t 
numbers in 
years. If that 
n u m b e r 
holds true, 
this will be 
the third 

consecutive year that openings 
have declined, which doesn't paint 
a rosy picture for the construc-
tion industry. 

Lee Hetrick, executive director 
of the Golf Course Builders Asso-
ciation of America, said while the 
market has slowed down, the ac-
credited builders in the associa-
tion are finding work. 

"All my guys are busy right 
now," he said. "Construction 
isn't at the volume where it used 
to be, but if you've established 
your c r e d e n t i a l s to w h e r e 
people know who you are and 
that you can bring a project in 
under budget, then I think 
you're OK." 

One of the challenges, Hetrick 
said, is the ability to bid competi-
tively without losing money. 

"The bidding is very competi- Hetrick said renovation work 
tive," he said. "It's a whole new is helping to keep some in the 
world out there for some of these industry busy as they try to 
guys." Continued on page 22 

r — HIGH-PROFILE RENOVATION 

Architect Tom Fazio points out some of the changes at Augusta National to Jim 
Nantz and Ken Venturi of CBS Sports prior to this year's Masters. 

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Without a doubt, the most talked-about 
renovation of 2002 was the lengthening of Augusta National. The 
public got to see the result of Tom Fazio's much-anticipated renova-
tion during the 2002 Masters in April. 

But last year's renovation isn't the end of it, according to 
published reports, Fazio is working on lengthening the fifth hole, 
known as "Magnolia," a 435-yard uphill dogleg-left, in time for 
the 2003 tournament. According to the Augusta Chronicle, the tee 
has been moved back 15 yards while the fairway bunkers have 
been moved forward 80to 90 yards. The entire fairway will also be 
shifted right to create a more daunting dogleg. 

Neither Fazio or Augusta National chairman Hootie Johnson 
have spoken about the changes, but Johnson said in April that 
"we are going to address the weakness of the fifth hole." 

Downing'* Willoughby GC reborn after renovation 
Editor's note: This is the final 

installment in a series of articles on 
the renovation at Willoughby Golf 
Club by superintendent Kevin 
Downing. After six months of work, 
the club reopened on Nov. 1. 

you some of the com-
ments that we have re-
ceived and some that any 
golf course superinten-
dent can expect to hear 
after a reconstruction or 
renovation. 

EXPECTATIONS 
As I explained in a pre-

vious article, we believed 
most of the comments or 
opinions would likely be 
about things that the golf-
ers could actually see or 
experience. It is only rea-
sonable that most people 
would render an opinion 
about an improvement or 
modification rather than comment 
about improved drainage or better 
turf texture. The first four or five 
groups in the clubhouse com-
mented about the usual things such 
as green speeds, bunker consis-

The ninth fairway at the recently reopened Willoughby Golf Club in Stuart, Fla. 

tency and tee leveling, which were 
major objectives of the overall 
project. As expected, nobody com-
mented about the new under-
ground tubing, the fairway drain-
age or the new zeolite-to-sand ratio 

in the greens mix. The moral of 
the story is to make sure you spend 
adequate time and energy to make 
visual enhancements to the course. 

Our design modifications were 
Continued on page 13 
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SERVICES SERVICES EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

Bird and Bat Houses 
• Over 100 Items 
• Free Catalog 
• 800-326-2807 
• www.coveside.com 

Coveside Conservation Products 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
AquaWeve , HDPE 

PondGard 45 mil Rubber 
GeoText i les 

Full Insta l lat ion 
20 year warranty 

Excel lent Customer Serv ice 

MF Y U N K E R 
£ í í f P L A S T I C S , I N C 

800-236-3328 
www.yunkerplastics.com 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
PVC • HDPE • EPDM • RPP 

Hypalon - Turf Reinforcement 
Erosion Control 

> Over 20 years of Experience 
> Custom Fabrication 
> Installation Services 

Colorado 800-524-8672 
Texas 888-546-4641 
California 877-578-5000 

South Dakota 800-661-2201 

HQS 
i i u m i i m i 

www.coloradolining.com 

Used Equipment For Sale 
One PSI Golf Course skid mounted 
irrigation system complete. Two 75 H.P. 
Pumps & motors, One 25 H.P. Jockey 
Pump, One Clay valve and all appurte-
nances with three complete electrical con-
trol panels. Pumps & valves have been 
reconditioned. Produces approximately 
2000 G.P.M. Ready to install - excellent 
condition - located in Sarasota, Florida. 
Price $35,000. 386-668-8010. 

Sprinkler Heads 
150 Each TORO Model 670, $17.00 
each. 75 Each Rain Bird Model 91, 
$25.00 each. 386-668-8010. 

CONCRETE CART 
PATHS & CURBING 

Endebrock-White Company, Inc. 
Specializing in worldwide: 

• Removal of existing cart paths 
• Installation of concrete golf cart 

paths and concrete curbing 

Call today for more information! 
5480 Ocean Ave., Bldg. A., Suite 5D 

West Palm Beach, FL 33404 
800-891-5030 

Est. 1946 

s e e p ^ i g e 

c o n - b - p o L n c . 

We'll Seal Your Lake 
Empty or Full! 

1-800-214-9640 
ESS-13 Seals Existing Lakes, 

Also Ideal for New Construction 
Since 1958 

www. seepagecontrol. com 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

Golf Engineering Associates, Inc. 
Seeking bilingual site representative for 
project in Puerto Rico. Must have 
bachelors degree in Engineering, LA or 
related field, and 3 years golf 
construction experience. Call Marietta or 
Gary: 623-551 -1919. www.geagolf.com 

Breaking news as it happens -
The Golf Course NewsWire 

online at 
www.golfcoursenews.com 

to subscribe email info@golfcoursenews.com 

PGA Employment Services 
Complimentary Assistance for 

Hiring 
PGA Professionals 

"Golf's Leaders in Managing Your 
Business and Growing the Game" 

PGA Employment.com 
I - 8 0 0 - 3 14-2713 

H O W T O O R D E R A C L A S S I F I E D A D 
RATES: $90 per column inch (25-35 words, including a bold headline). Each additional 1/4 inch is $30. If ordering a logo, please 
indicate and include an extra $45; for a blind box, please indicate and include an extra $20. All line ads must be prepaid. All rates 
are per insertion. A minimum 2X insertion is required. For more information, call Anne Washburn at 207-846-0600, ext. 230. To 

Golf Course News, Attn: Anne Washburn 
106 Lafayette Street, PO Box 997, Yarmouth, ME 04096 
or fax to: 207-846-0657 

Your Name 
• Logo • Blind Box 

Company Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Daytime Phone 

Fax 

• Payment enclosed, or 
• Charge to my credit card 

• Visa/MC 
Exp. date 

• Am Ex 
Exp. date 
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Construction in 2002 
Continued from page 11 

weather the slowdown in not only con-
struction, but in business in general. 

"About five years ago when people 
started looking at the new starts and it 
started to wane, 1 think the smart guys 
went out and started to retool their mar-
keting efforts toward renovations and help-
ing superintendents and looking at the 
small projects that typically five years be-
fore that they wouldn't have even consid-
ered because there was such a demand for 
them to do full-scale golf courses," he said. 

Both now and in coming months, Hetrick 
said builders face difficulty in finding af-

£Everybody is entitled to make 
a profit ...it really hurts the 

industry when it gets so 
competitive that people start 

buying jobs/ 
— Lee Hetrick 

fordable insurance and bonding for 
projects. He said the problem could get 
worse before it gets any better. 

"If there's one issue that we have that's most 
difficult for builders to face today it's the 
bonding issue and insuring the project," he 
said. "That's the one that's going to be the 
biggest hurdle to get through. It's been de-
scribed to me that we still haven't seen the 
bottom of the barrel in the bonding market 
from 9/11. You have to figure out how you can 
go out there and maintain a level of expertise 
and not have everything crater in on you." 

What makes construction a particularly 
tenuous industry is dependence its on prof-
its "trickling down" from developers to 
builders, Hetrick said. 

"Everybody is entitled to make a profit," he 
said. "It really hurts the industry when it gets 
so competitive that people start buying jobs. 

"Some jobs you have to let go by," he 
added. "The balance is extremely keen 
right now." 

While it is difficult at the moment, 
Hetrick said the golf industry as a whole 
should begin to see an upturn in the near 
future. 

"There are projects out there and they're 
finding funding. Everybody seems to be 
getting the work and maintaining some 
level of security for their employees," he 
said. "We all seem to be busy. Everybody 
seems to be getting the work and maintain-
ing some level of security for their employ-
ees, so we're cautiously optimistic." • 

We want to hear 
from ̂ OU! 

Letters to the editor are an integral part 
of GCN, so let your voice be heard. 
Send all correspondence to: 

Andrew Overbeck, Editor 
Golf Course News 

106 Lafayette Street 
PO Box 997 

Yarmouth, ME 04096 
Fax #: 207-846-0657 

aoverbeck@golfcoursenews.com . y 

http://www.coveside.com
http://www.yunkerplastics.com
http://www.coloradolining.com
http://www.geagolf.com
http://www.golfcoursenews.com
mailto:info@golfcoursenews.com
mailto:aoverbeck@golfcoursenews.com

