
Rutgers graduate earns Musser award 
NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. — 

Stacy Ann Bonos, a Ph.D. candi-
date here at Rutgers University, 
has received the Musser Interna-
tional Turfgrass Foundation's 
"Award for Excellence" for 2001. 
The honor, presented to a doc-
toral student of turfgrass science 
who has made significant and in-
novative contributions to turfgrass 

science research, includes an 
$18,000 cash award this year. 

Bonos earned her Masters de-
gree from Rutgers in 1997 with 
her thesis, "Evaluation of Ken-
tucky Bluegrass Genotypes in 
Response to Summer Stress." Her 
Ph.D. thesis is titled, "Heritability 
of Dollar Spot Resistance in Creep-
ing Bentgrass." 

Her recent golf course experi-
ence included a summer internship 
and assistance with the Audubon 
International Sanctuary Certifica-
tion Program at the Hominy Hill 
Golf Course in Colts Neck, NJ. 

"During her Ph.D. thesis, instead 
of trying to study in a growth cham-
ber, she took her bentgrass popula-
tions to the field and studied them 

under summer stresses of New 
Jersey," said William Meyer, pro-
fessor at Rutgers. 

'GENETIC RESISTANCE' 
Bonos will be staying on at 

the university as an assistant 
professor, working on re-
search projects like dollar spot 
resis tance in creeping 
bentgrass and helping with the 
turfgrass breeding program. 
"Stacy's current thesis research 
in studying and developing genetic 

OR D O W N R I G H T O B S E S S I V E ? 

Musser Foundation directors H. James Loke, 
CGCS, (left) and Stanley ]. Zontek (right) 
present Bonos the "Award for Excellence. " 

resistance to dollar spot disease 
shows very promising results," 
said C. Reed Funk, professor at 
Rutgers. 

Bonos has co-authored 28 peer-
reviewed scientific papers, 
progress/field day research re-
ports, extension publications, ab-
stracts and articles since 1995. 
"The need for the development of 
improved genetically disease re-
sistant, insect resistant and stress 
tolerant turfgrasses is important 
to the advancement of golf 
courses, athletic fields and land-
scape management," said Bonos. 

"The development of improved 
turfgrasses can potentially reduce 
the use of fungicides and insecti-
cides," she added. 
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Esler's debut 
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only. Members will have 
the right to vote for a board 
of directors, capital im-
provement projects and 
other major club matters. 
There will be no monthly 

The Black Sheep GC logo 

restaurant minimums, cart 
fees or similar ancillary ex-
penses. 

The 6,200-square-foot 
c lubhouse will have a 
locker room, pro shop, and 
a large bar with no kitchen. 
There will be a barbecue 
on the veranda and a re-
frigerator stocked daily 
with complimentary ca-
tered sandwiches. 

Black Sheep will only of-
fer golf to its 200- to 250-
male equity club members. 
The male-only restriction 
is aimed at attracting seri-
ous and competitive golf-
ers interested in a club 
where golf is the only ma-
jor activity, said Solano. 

'There will be no formal 
dining rooms, swimming 
pools, or a social calendar 
to distract from the opera-
tion and maintenance of the 
golf course," he said. 'This 
will make the three-hour 
round of golf the rule rather 
than the exception and 
should eliminate the need 
for reserved tee times." • 

For those who think their fairways can never be 

too clean, we submit our B Series Lightweight 

Fairway Mowers and our Fairway Tender 

Conditioners (FTCs). Just by putting FTCs on our 

3215B, 3235B, or 3225B, you'll discover what clean really means. Grass stands up for an 

even, clean cut and a true playing surface. And the rear 

roller power brush finishes the job up right by removing s 

built-up material as well as dispersing any leftover clippings. L 

You'll also find an improved yoke and ball joints for better grass collecting; and 

an electric fan drive for improved noise levels and engine cooling. Call your local 

John Deere Golf & Turf Distributor or 1-800-537-8233 for a demonstration. 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE 
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