
Esler's first nearing completion 
at the all-male Black Sheep GC 

SUGAR GROVE, 111. — Preparations 
are nearing completion here on the new 
285-acre Black Sheep Golf Club. The 27-
hole, all-male facility is founded on the 
"golf-only" principal established centu-
ries ago - and still alive today - in En-
gland, Scotland and Ireland. 

'We are a golf club, pure and simple," 

Esler makes adjustments in the field at Black Sheep GC 

said Vincent Solano, Sr., a founding club 
member and president of the Robin Hill 
Development Company, in Lisle, which is 
managing the project. "You come here, you 
play golf, you have something to eat and 
drink, you talk about your golf game - or 
not - and you go home. Or you can stay 
overnight in one of our [four] guestrooms." 

Located some 40 miles west of down-
town Chicago, the club will be the first of 
its kind to open in the area since Butler 
National GC in Oakbrook in 1974. Bob 
O'Link GC and Old Elm GC, both in High-
land Park, are the two other Chicago area 
male-only clubs. 

Workers broke ground on Black Sheep 
in the autumn of 2000 and the club is 
scheduled to open in Spring 2002. As of 
October, construction is complete. The 

layout marks golf course architect David 
Esler's debut. Esler designed all 27-holes 
as well as the driving range, a short game 
practice area and a large, two-acre put-
ting green. 

NATIVE LANDSCAPE 
The lack of tree protection on the links-

style course means that the notorious Chi-
cago-area winds are 
sure to be a factor dur-
ing most rounds. "The 
natural contours and 
elevation of the prop-
erty meant that we 
didn't have to move very 
much dirt during the 
construction process," 
said Esler. "The grand 
scale of the land we had 
to work with enabled us 
to incorporate a great 
deal of strategy into the 
design." 

Each of the three 
nines will play a par 36 

and be between 3,300- to 3,800-yards long. 
There will be no real estate development 
around the club as the Kane County prop-
erty is surrounded by farmland zoned for 
agricultural use. "It's going to be an eye-
opening place," Esler said. "It is a course 
that is very much married to the native 
Illinois landscape." 

Wadsworth Construction in Plainfield, 
111., was brought in to handle the building 
of the course. The club will plant 140 
acres of native prairie grasses and create 
15 acres of wetlands in an effort to restore 
the property to the pre-settlement land-
scape of Native Americans. 

MEN ONLY, NO DISTRACTIONS 
An equity membership at Black Sheep 

is priced at $85,000 and is by invitation 
Continued on page 5 

ClubCorp creates accessibility guidelines 
B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 

DALLAS — ClubCorp has created a set 
of guidelines in an effort to improve com-
munication between all levels of golf course 
management on the issues of accessibility 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Michael Quimbey, ClubCorp's vice presi-
dent for environmental affairs, developed the 
guidelines with cooperation from leading in-
dustry and disabled golfer organizations. 

"I delivered the guidelines at the sixth 
National Forum on Accessible Golf in April," 
said Quimbey. 'The guidelines are meant 
to bring all the industry efforts together. 

"The Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America was speaking to the 
superintendents, the PGA was speaking to 
the golf pros, and the American Society of 
Golf Course Architects was speaking to the 
architects," he continued. "No effort was be-
ing made to include everyone in the process." 

According to Quimbey, the guidelines 
are a tool for the golf industry, for golfers 
with disabilities, and the organizations rep-
resenting them. He hopes that the guide-
lines will encourage recreational play by golf-
ers with disabilities as well as encourage the 
golf industry to embrace these golfers. 

The guidelines closely follow the ex-
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pected path of accessibility guidance that 
will be put in place by the U.S. Department 
of Justice in the next 18 to 24 months. 

Among some of the issues covered in the 
guidelines: 

• A disability is defined as a physical or 
mental impairment that substantially limits 
one or more of the major life activities of 
such individual. There are an estimated 
four to five million disabled golfers in the 
United States. 

• Accessible routes for golf cars would 
be required throughout the course. All new 
golf courses and those undergoing alter-
ations would have to comply with these 
new standards. However, access to bun-
kers is not specifically required. 

• Existing courses would have to meet 
ADA requirements by removing architec-
tural barriers throughout the course "where 
it is readily achievable." 

• Courses need to develop unified and 
consistent rules and regulations for situa-
tions when access by golf cars would be 
limited. 

For a full copy of the "Golfers with Dis-
abilities: Recreational Golf Guidelines," 
contact Michael Quimbey at 
michael.quimbersr@clubcorp.com. 

Arcadia Bluffs saga continues 
B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 

MANISTEE, Mich. — One of the 
court battles surrounding the 1998 
landslide damage at Arcadia Bluffs 
Golf Club came to a close, for now, 
in late August. 

The club's developers, RVP, sued 
golf course builder Furness Golf Con-
struction for breach of 
contract and was seek-
ing more than $4 mil-
lion in repair costs and 
lost profits as a result of 
the Sept. 1998 storm 
that triggered massive 
landslides, damaging 
the course and dump-
ing dirt and sand into 
Lake Michigan. 

The seven-week trial 
wrapped up Aug. 24, with the jury re-
jecting RVP's claim that Furness was 
responsible for the damage. Addition-
ally, the jury ordered RVP to pay the 
more than $500,000 that it still owes 
Furness. However, according to RVP's 
lawyer Craig Lubben, an appeal by the 
company is likely. 

BREACH OF CONTRACT? 
During the trial, RVP asserted that 

Furness breached its contract by cov-
ering all drainage inlets with silt cov-
ers during construction, thereby pre-
venting the installed drainage system 
from handling storm runoff. 

Both golf course architect Warren 
Henderson, formerly of Rick Smith 
Golf Course Design, and former golf 
course builder Paul Clute testified 
against Furness. 

Henderson testified that he had ap-
proved of the inlet treatment, but that 
in hindsight he thought Furness' neg-
ligence caused the damage. Clute tes-
tified that if Furness covered the inlet 
pipes during construction he should 
have also armored the back side of 
drainage swale berms with plastic 
sheeting or concrete. 

Furness ' lawyer, Mark Verwys 
contended that Furness followed 
standard construction procedures by 
covering the inlet pipes and that the 
drainage system designed by Exxel 
Engineering was deficient. 

Following the damage, the Michi-
gan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) forced RVP to make 
improvements to the existing system. 

"We did what we were told to do in 
the field by the engineer and the 
architect," said Timothy Furness. 
"The jury decided that the blame fell 

on RVP and it's engi-
neer and architect." 

Furness believes the 
jury's decision exoner-
ates his company. "If 
this had gone against 
us it would have put us 
out of business," he 
said. "But we were al-
ways confident that we 
had done no th ing 
wrong." 

AN APPEAL IN THE WORKS? 
RVP's lawyer Craig Lubben is plan-

ning to file a post trial motion to have 
the jury's finding set aside by the judge. 

"The act of God is an affirmative 
defense which means it has to be 
plead and proved by the party as-
serting it," said Lubben. "In this case, 
they did not plead that act of God 
was one of their defenses." 

According to Lubben, the next step 
will be to go back to the judge and 
ask him to correct mistakes made by 
the jury. "I anticipate that we will be 
doing that," he said. "First the judge-
ment has to be entered and then we 
will file a motion to set it aside. As of 
now, however, the judgement has 
not been filed and a hearing date has 
not been set." 

Lubben said RVP is still intent in 
recovering repair costs and that it 
has no intention of paying Furness' 
outstanding fees. 

YET ANOTHER LAWSUIT 
RVP is also being sued by the 

MDEQ. The department originally al-
leged that RVP violated its soil erosion 
and control permit, but is now seeking 
damages under a Michigan law that 
forbids the dumping of toxic sub-
stances into Lake Michigan. 

Lubben said that case is now in the 
discovery phase and is scheduled for 
trial later in the year. 

Foster puts final touches on River Marsh 
CAMBRIDGE, Md. — Architect Keith 

Foster is putting the finishing touches on 
The Golf Club at River Marsh, a public 
course that will be the centerpiece of the 
new Hyatt resort property at Chesapeake 
Bay, located halfway between Annapolis 
and Ocean City. 

"The site embraces a traditional Mid-
Atlantic, almost low-country ambience," 
said Foster. "Vegetation is lush, with oaks 
and marsh grasses edging the playable 
areas. Most notable is a lagoon system that 
winds its way through the entire course." 

BRITISH FLAVOR 
The par-72 layout will measure 6,950 

yards from the back tees. With five to 
six separate tee locations on every hole, 
River Marsh will accommodate all 
classes of players. The tees, fairways 
and greens will be bentgrass and the 

Keith Foster makes final touches at River Marsh. 

roughs will be bluegrass. 
Classic styling characterizes both the 

greens and the course's 65 bunkers. Fos-
ter shaped the greens to allow for a wide 
variety of pin placements, yet they are ac-
cessible enough for the resort golfer. The 
bunkers add a British links-like flavor to 
the layout. 

mailto:michael.quimbersr@clubcorp.com


Rutgers graduate earns Musser award 
NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. — 

Stacy Ann Bonos, a Ph.D. candi-
date here at Rutgers University, 
has received the Musser Interna-
tional Turfgrass Foundation's 
"Award for Excellence" for 2001. 
The honor, presented to a doc-
toral student of turfgrass science 
who has made significant and in-
novative contributions to turfgrass 

science research, includes an 
$18,000 cash award this year. 

Bonos earned her Masters de-
gree from Rutgers in 1997 with 
her thesis, "Evaluation of Ken-
tucky Bluegrass Genotypes in 
Response to Summer Stress." Her 
Ph.D. thesis is titled, "Heritability 
of Dollar Spot Resistance in Creep-
ing Bentgrass." 

Her recent golf course experi-
ence included a summer internship 
and assistance with the Audubon 
International Sanctuary Certifica-
tion Program at the Hominy Hill 
Golf Course in Colts Neck, NJ. 

"During her Ph.D. thesis, instead 
of trying to study in a growth cham-
ber, she took her bentgrass popula-
tions to the field and studied them 

under summer stresses of New 
Jersey," said William Meyer, pro-
fessor at Rutgers. 

'GENETIC RESISTANCE' 
Bonos will be staying on at 

the university as an assistant 
professor, working on re-
search projects like dollar spot 
resis tance in creeping 
bentgrass and helping with the 
turfgrass breeding program. 
"Stacy's current thesis research 
in studying and developing genetic 

OR D O W N R I G H T O B S E S S I V E ? 

Musser Foundation directors H. James Loke, 
CGCS, (left) and Stanley ]. Zontek (right) 
present Bonos the "Award for Excellence. " 

resistance to dollar spot disease 
shows very promising results," 
said C. Reed Funk, professor at 
Rutgers. 

Bonos has co-authored 28 peer-
reviewed scientific papers, 
progress/field day research re-
ports, extension publications, ab-
stracts and articles since 1995. 
"The need for the development of 
improved genetically disease re-
sistant, insect resistant and stress 
tolerant turfgrasses is important 
to the advancement of golf 
courses, athletic fields and land-
scape management," said Bonos. 

"The development of improved 
turfgrasses can potentially reduce 
the use of fungicides and insecti-
cides," she added. 
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Esler's debut 
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only. Members will have 
the right to vote for a board 
of directors, capital im-
provement projects and 
other major club matters. 
There will be no monthly 

The Black Sheep GC logo 

restaurant minimums, cart 
fees or similar ancillary ex-
penses. 

The 6,200-square-foot 
c lubhouse will have a 
locker room, pro shop, and 
a large bar with no kitchen. 
There will be a barbecue 
on the veranda and a re-
frigerator stocked daily 
with complimentary ca-
tered sandwiches. 

Black Sheep will only of-
fer golf to its 200- to 250-
male equity club members. 
The male-only restriction 
is aimed at attracting seri-
ous and competitive golf-
ers interested in a club 
where golf is the only ma-
jor activity, said Solano. 

'There will be no formal 
dining rooms, swimming 
pools, or a social calendar 
to distract from the opera-
tion and maintenance of the 
golf course," he said. 'This 
will make the three-hour 
round of golf the rule rather 
than the exception and 
should eliminate the need 
for reserved tee times." • 

For those who think their fairways can never be 

too clean, we submit our B Series Lightweight 

Fairway Mowers and our Fairway Tender 

Conditioners (FTCs). Just by putting FTCs on our 

3215B, 3235B, or 3225B, you'll discover what clean really means. Grass stands up for an 

even, clean cut and a true playing surface. And the rear 

roller power brush finishes the job up right by removing s 

built-up material as well as dispersing any leftover clippings. L 

You'll also find an improved yoke and ball joints for better grass collecting; and 

an electric fan drive for improved noise levels and engine cooling. Call your local 

John Deere Golf & Turf Distributor or 1-800-537-8233 for a demonstration. 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE 

w w w . J o h n D e e r e . c o m 


