MAINTENANCI

PEABODY, Mass. — With this

plained the level of detail involved in get-

Tools of the Trade...at Kip Tyler’s Salem Country Club

summer’s U.S. Senior Open fast approach-
ing, superintendent Kip Tyler is nailing
down the last details of a refurbishment
program that began seven years ago. The
Donald Ross course here at Salem Coun-
try Club, built in 1926, has gone through
a major facelift.

“The membership voted in 1994 to have
the bunkers restored,” Tyler said. Archi-
tect Ron Forse and
contractor Jerry
Deemer of Country
Golf renovated 56
bunkers on the
course and removed
any bunkers not in-
stalled by Ross.

All 18 tees have
been revamped and

Kip Tyler
replaced with new bentgrass sod. Also, a
new irrigation system, with the main lines
running along the rough, was installed in
the last couple of years. “All the cart

paths here were reviewed, too,” Tyler
said. “Many were repaved with asphalt or
crushed stone, and some were rerouted
away from play.”

The 47-year-old superintendent ex-

ting the layout ready for the Senior Open,
an event already sold out. “New chipping
areas were created,” he said. “The left
portion of the 15th green was also en-
larged to provide an additional hole loca-
tion just over the left bunker. We have
heavily topdressed the tees and green
approaches to firm them up.”

Fairways will be cut to 3/8ths of an
inch, and the greens will measure right
around ten and a half on the USGA
Stimpmeter. “Fairway widths will aver-
age between 29 and 38 yards in the land-
ing zones,” Tyler said.

The staff will strive to hit peak condi-
tion as the event unfolds. “Our equip-
ment needs will increase dramatically for
championship week,” said Tyler. “I typi-
cally have four people walking the greens
with mowers. We hope to use 12 that
week. We'll mow the greens at least twice
each morning, and possibly roll them as
well. Then we’ll cut again, and possibly
roll them in the evening.”

The nines will be reversed for the tour-
nament in order to provide better specta-
tor viewing. “This week will require ex-
traordinary caution, since the whole golf
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“The National is a pro at getting over
steep terrain. Our golf course is known
for its steep banks and mounds, which
make it difficult to mow. We have other trim
mowers, but we can't take them the same
places we take the National. I've been here
fifteen years, and | know how hard it is to
find a mower that can climb around on
those hills and not cause damage. That's
why we depend on our National.”

Real People.

NATIONAL

SINCE 1919
nationalmower.com

888-907-3463

1962 Cushman Turf-Truckster, Tyler’s oldest piece of equipment

world will be watching. It’s a pretty awe-
some responsibility, but we welcome it,”
he said.

A 1977 agronomy graduate of Ohio
State, Tyler arrived at the club in 1982
after working as an assistant superinten-
dent at the Medinah Country Club in
Medinah, TI1.

Greens mowers: 6 Toro 1000, 2
Jacobsen Greens Kings V

Tee mowers: 5 Toro 1600, 1 Jacobsen
Greens King IV

Fairway mowers: 4 Toro 5000 Series

Rough mowers: 1 Ransomes 250AR, 2
Steiner 230

Riding bunker rake: 1 Toro Sand Pro
(for habd raking)

Turf utility vehicles: 6 Club Car Turf
II, 6 Cushman Turf-Trucksters

Verti-cut reels: Jacobsen

Aerifiers: 3 Ryan Greensaire 24, 1 Ryan
GA-60

Topdressers:
Turfco F12d

1 Turfco SP-1530, 1

Grooming reels: Jacobsen

Tournament speed roller: 1 Salsco, 1
GreensIRON 3000

Reel grinder: Neary Spin-matic II

Bedknife grinder: Neary model 250

Irrigation pump station: Flowtronex
1,200 gpm

Irrigation system: Toro LTC Plus

Golf car fleet: 80 Club Car (electric)

Flagsticks: Standard

Computer & accessories: Pentium I1

Primary herbicide: Barricade 65WG

Primary insecticide: Mach II

Primary fungicide: Daconil Ultrex

Primary slow-release fertilizers:
Polyon

Cannot live without: My wife, Mary
Lou,and sons, Ben and Christopher

Oldest piece of equipment: 1962
Cushman Turf-Truckster

Total square footage of maintenance
building(s): 12,200 sq. ft.

Annual rounds of golf: Approximately
30,000

Hocutt creates free job-hunting Web site

By JOEL JOYNER

PAWLEYSISLAND, S.C.—Tired of dish-
ing outthe cash and dealing with the hassles
of finding the perfect job? Sam Hocutt, the
superintendent here at the Pawleys Planta-
tion Golf Course, has now made it a bit

easier for those in the

jobmarketthese days.
And best of all, it’s
free.

Hocutt discovered
that fellow superin-
tendents were not
finding the jobs avail-
able in different loca-
tions without having
to pay service fees.
“The only service that listed jobs free of
charge was Turfnet,” he said. “I thought
Turfnet was only a forum to discuss turf
topics. It occurred to me that the more
you offer, the more people sometimes
overlook certain services you offer. That’s
when I did a Web site name search and
registered the name
www.golfcoursejob.com.”

The site name was established in Janu-

Sam Hocutt

ary. “I received many e-mails about how
good an idea it was, but one stuck out,”
Hocutt said. “It was from Clayton Hoyt, a
1999 graduate of the University of Minne-
sota in Crookston. He earned a B.S. in
plant industries management with a hor-
ticulture emphasis and had aspirations of
becoming a golf course superintendent.
“Hoyt is currently employed as an assis-
tant superintendent at the Thief River Golf
Club in Thief River Falls [Minn.],” said
Hocutt. “He offered to help, and that’s when
I decided to go for it. He was instrumental
in helping me get it started, so I offered
Clayton a small part of the Web site.”
SPONSORSHIPS PAY THE BILLS
Buying additional programs and find-
ing a server, Hocutt developed the site in
about seven days. “I put a sponsor form
on the site for anyone interested in help-
ing to keep the site up, and to keep it
free.” He said. After only a week, two
companies showed interest in sponsor-
ship — Smith Turf and Irrigation and
Wilbro. Smith Turf and Irrigation is a
Toro distributor and Wilbro is a distribu-

Continued on page 12
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