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efforts." 
COLLEGE OUTREACH 

Eller and Schultz are now bring-
ing in college students from 
Middle Tennessee State 
University's biology department 
to develop educational programs, 
nature studies and environmental 
quality enhancements. 

In addition, MTSU faculty and 

students plan to collect water 
samples four times a year and 
make recommendations as 
needed to improve the quality of 
runoff at the site. 

This year, more than 130 el-
ementary-school teacher candi-
dates are scheduled to see the 
advantages of a properly de-
signed and maintained golf 
course. They wi l l experience 
how the course can be a living 
laboratory for their classes.• 

Build with PROFILE™ 
PROFILE in your original greens mix will prevent 
many of the problems that drive up maintenance 
costs later. PROFILE outperforms other soil 
amendments by permanently altering soil structure 
with a complete agronomic package: 

I Exceeds USGA® stability requirements 

• Meets USGA® particle size distribution 

I Provides a CEC of 33 meq/lOOg 

• Maintains water-holding capacity, infiltration rates 
and oxygen levels that exceed industry standards 

O'Brien to manage operations at First Tee 
B y J O E L J O Y N E R 

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — Jo-
seph O'Brien, former chief oper-
ating officer of the GCSAA, has 
joined The First Tee as senior 
managing director of operations. 
While staying focused on devel-
opment, O'Brien intends to offer 
services as part of the 
organization's game plan. 

"The First Tee is really mov-
ing from a largely catalytic orga-

nization de-
signed to 
help com-
m u n i t i e s 
create af-
fordable, ac-
c e s s i b l e 
golf facil i-

Joe O'Brien ties for jun-
iors, to one 

that also functions as a service 
organization," said O'Brien. 

Having worked in chapter re-
la t ions w i t h the GCSAA, 
O'Brien is conversant with the 
challenges and opportunities of 
working with reasonably inde-
pendent entities to achieve the 
same objectives. 

"We're establishing a com-
puter network between all our 
chapters by providing hardware, 
software and even cameras in 
order to formally register all the 
youngsters in the program," he 
said. "With 52 chapters, it's a 
monumental project." 

THE FIRST TEE NETWORK 
Computers and training manu-

als have already been delivered 
to the chapters, and a national 
database w i l l be prepared. 
"Chapters wil l be able to track 
student participation and devel-
opment in the program," said 
O 'Br ien . "The i r l i fe sk i l l s 
progress, clinic and lesson par-
ticipation and the success of 
their play wi l l be collected to 
create a database. 

"The chapters also can use 
their own imagination to uti-
lize the computers to the full-
est," he said. "Educat ional 
games may be offered to fur-
ther develop student learning. 
Down the road, we also could 
help individual chapters cre-
ate their own Web sites." 

"We're sending practice balls to 
our chapters, in rather large 
quantities, as well as junior golf 
club sets and individual practice 
clubs," said O'Brien. 

One of his charges is to ex-
pand opportunities The First Tee 
may have in building coalitions 
with other youth organizations. 
"I'm looking at organizations that 

work with children, are urban in 
nature, and may even have their 
own set of instructional pro-
cesses attached," he said. 

"Organizations like the Boys 
and Girls Clubs, the YMCA, po-
lice organizations and schools will 
help to increase the participation 
in and success of our junior golf 
program," O'Brien added. 

Topdress with PROFILE™ 
Gearing up the long-term health of your greens is as 
easy as making PROFILE Porous Ceramics part of 
your regular topdressing mix. University research and 
over 3,000 golf courses have proved that PROFILE 
helps reduce scheduled maintenance by: 

I Improving drainage and oxygen in the root zone 

I Preventing and minimizing compaction 

I Solving localized dry spot 

> Increasing moisture and nutrient retention 

PAR AND BIRDIE LEVELS 
The organization has released 

its life skills curriculum for the 
par and birdie training levels. 
"We have trained personnel 
across the country ready to 
implement that program," 
O'Brien said. "The eagle level is 
still in development and wi l l 
probably be available next year." 

The life skills program covers 
everything from proper attitude 
and relationships on and off the 
golf course to terminology, rules 
and respect for the game. 

OTHER COMMITMENTS 
The First Tee is following 

through with its other promises. 
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