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Course builders vote Rossi Award to Nicklaus

By JOEL JOYNER

LINCOLN, Neb. — The Golf Course
Builders Association of America (GCBAA)
has unanimously voted Jack Nicklaus as
the recipient of the 2000 Don A. Rossi Award.

The presentation will take Feb. 15 at the
association’s annual awards dinner, held in
conjunction with the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America’s annual
conference and trade showin Dallas, Texas.

The honor recognizes individuals who
have made significant contributions to the

game of golf, and who have inspired others
by their example. Don Rossi, during his

tenure as director of the National
Golf Foundation from 1970 to
1983, led the foundation to an
expanded role in the world of
golf.

“It is fitting that it comes on
the relatively close heels of the
award we gave Arnold Palmer a
couple of years ago,” said Frank
Hutchinson, GCBAA president.
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Jack Nicklaus

“With the exception of Mr. Rossi, who was
the first honoree in 1991, I believe Palmer

and Nicklaus are the only two
recipients who have been voted
unanimously by our board.”
Past winners include Robert
TrentJonesand Brent Wadsworth.
“The absolutely significant
part is that Jack Nicklaus is
known throughout the world, to
those inside as well as outside of
golf, as a leader and contribu-

tor,” said Hutchinson. “He has stood the
test of time in a world where sport heroes
are barely remembered more than a few
months. And that, to me, stands out about
the man.”

As a golf architect, Nicklaus has de-
signed, co-designed or redesigned more

He has stood the test of time in

a world where sport heroes are

barely remembered more than
a few months.’

— Frank Hutchinson

than 200 courses. At least 30 of his signa-
ture courses are ranked in the top 100
courses in the world. Nicklaus Design has
opened more than 40 courses in the past
two years and currently has more than 50
projects in the construction or design
stages, including the company’s first project
in the Middle East — an 18-hole layout in
Dubai. As a player, Nicklaus has over 70
Tour victories.

Nicklaus also is a supporter and con-
tributor to the World Golf Foundation’s
First Tee program, co-chairing the
program’s capital campaign with golfer Juli
Inkster.
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“The superintendent profession, the
association and the game of golf owe
much to them for their dedication and
commitment,” said GCSAA president R.
Scott Woodhead.

The award, first presented in 1932, rec-
ognizes the three recipients as having made
an “outstanding, substantive and enduring
contribution to the advancement of the golf
course superintendent profession.”

Coats, a turf-weed scientist at Missis-
sippi State University, has been respon-
sible for the development of several weed
control programs, including one for the
Virginia buttonweed. He has served on
the GCSAA’s educational advisory com-
mittee and has conducted research ana-
lyzing the performance of fertilizer carri-
ers for herbicides.

Retired superintendent of the private
Houston Country Club, DuBose is a found-
< ing member and past president of both the
Continued on next page
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Name: Robert J. Maibusch

Age: 43

Course: Hinsdale Golf Club in
Clarendon Hills, Il

Former head superintendent
at: N/A

Years GCSAA member: 23

GCSAA posts: Maibusch has
been a member of the board of
directors for one year. He cur-
rently serves as chairman of the
publications committee and the
limited budget resource group.

Other associations: Maibusch
is a member and past president of
both the Chicagoland Association
of GCS and
the Midwest
Association
of GCS. Heis
also a mem-
ber of the Illi-
nois Turf
Foundation,
the USGA,
the Michigan
TurfFounda-
tion and the Chicago District Golf
Association. Heis one of 23 persons
in the world to achieve the Master
Greenkeeper designation from the
British and International Golf
Greenkeepers Association.

Education: Nachelor's degree
in turf management from Michi-
gan State

Goals: “To continue to move for-
ward with the association’s image
enhancement. I do believe the PDI
will pass, and I do support it. But
evenifitdoesn't, we've putthe things
in to place that are most important.
The education system is being re-
structured, and that will be a huge
benefit to the members. We've also
got some new programs in the line
right now, like a ‘limited budget
group,’ that we hope to jump start
thisspring. Basically, we'rein pretty
good shape atthe momentand mov-
ing in the right direction.”

Robert Maibusch

Name: Tim O’Neill

Age: 43

Course: Country Club of
Darien, Conn.

Former head superintendent
at: N/A

Years GCSAA member: 19

GCSAA posts: O'Neillhasbeen
on the board of directors for one
year, serving as chairman of the
membership committee and the
student resource group.

Other associations: O'Neillis
a member and past president of
the Metropolitan GCSA. He is a
member of the Connecticut Asso-
ciation of GCS and the Rhode Is-
land GCSA. O’Neill also is the
current past-president of the Tri-
State Turf Research Foundation
and amember of the Environmen-
GOLF COURSE NEWS

tal Industry Council of Conn. and

the USGA.

Education: B.S. in
turfgrass management
from the University of
Rhode Island

Goals: “Serving on
the board this past
year has been a tre-
mendous opportunity
for me. I am looking
forward to the vote re-
garding the PDI. The

that was used to develop these
standards was an ex-

Tim O’Neill

process

ample of members
working together to
accomplish the same
goal. Either way with
the vote, the associa-
tion will remain fo-
cused on improving
and providing the
most relevant educa-
tion and promoting golf
course superintendents.” M

DSA winners

Continued from previous page

South Texas GCSA and the Texas
Turfgrass Association. Amember
of the GCSAA since 1953, he also
served on the board of directors
from 1959 to 1961.

Weber is a founding board
member, a past president and
the first green chairman of the
Old Westbury Golf & CC (N.Y.)
as well as a past president, vice

president and treasurer of the
Metropolitan Golf Association.
In addition, Weber is a founding
board member of the Tri-State
Turf Research Foundation, and
has served as past president and
director of the Long Island Golf
Association. A one-time member
of the U.S. Golf Association’s
Green Section Committee, in
1994 Weber also developed an
environmental code of conduct
for the golf industry.l
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