
New design in modular greens expands season 
EAST LANSING, Mich. — 

New technology for golf greens, 
designed here by the golf archi-
tecture firm Matthews & 
Nelhiebel, hopes to extend the 
golf season and lower mainte-
nance costs for golf courses. 

The Michigan firm has de-
signed a putting green in col-
laboration with Michigan State 

University that uses the Inte-
grated Turf Module (ITM) 
turfgrass system. The ITM sys-
tem is a series of modules inter-
locked beneath the putting sur-
face. The modules have channels 
that connect to a blower that is 
capable of providing warm or 
cool air through the root zone. 
The blower is also able to re-

verse the air flow, drawing mois-
ture out of the root zone. 

"By forcing air through the 
root zone, the ITM turfgrass sys-
tem can lengthen the golf sea-
son in cool climates and avoid 
heat stress complications in 
warm climates," said designer 
Howard Nauboris. "The system 
may also reduce the spread of 

disease and fungus due to ex-
cess water in the root zone." 

The prototype green is located 
on the MSU campus. Matthews 
& Nelhiebel and MSU's turfgrass 
program designed the system to 
follow the contours of tradition-
ally built putting surfaces. 

The modules are located 16 
inches below the surface of the 

Bruce Matthews, holding plans. 

green and may also provide en-
vironmental benefits, according 
to Nauboris. Gas fertilizers can 
be directed through the chan-
nels of the modules, potentially 
reducing fertilizer runoff. 

W. Bruce Matthews III, firm prin-
cipal, plans on offering the modular 
green as a renovation option. "I see 
many field applications of modular 
greens," said Nauboris. "It offers 
another tool in the architect's arse-
nal for replacement or renovation of 
existing greens in poor micro-envi-
ronments." 

The design is a first for an 
ITM contoured surface. The ITM 
system is currently used on a flat 
playing field in Giants Stadium 
in New Jersey. 

Political action 
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said. "The GCSAA does not re-
quire any particular involvement 
in that arena. But the associa-
tion does have a Washington 
presence to monitor legislation 
and regulation, and it plays an 
active role in issues that effect 
our profession. 

"At the local and state levels, 
the government relations depart-
ment at the GCSAA is there to 
help. Every day there's some-
body at the department that 
wakes up in the morning think-
ing about state and local legisla-
tive issues that concern our 
members," Witt added. 

The new online tool has been 
added to the government relations 
section of the GCSAA and is lo-
cated at congress.nw.dc.us/gcsaa. 
Enter a ZIP code, hit search, and 
all the information needed to write 
a letter or make a phone call is 
made available. 

"When a superintendent re-
ceives an action alert from the 
GCSAA stating, 'Here's a bill in 
your state, it's going to effect 
your job, you need to weigh in 
on this,' this site will simplify the 
process of getting involved," said 
Riordan. "An e-mail draft tool for 
emergency responses would also 
allow members to enter their 
information and click send, or 
there will be space provided for 
members to write their own com-
ments and send them immedi-
ately. 

"The easier you make it for 
someone to participate," she 
said, "the more likely they will 
participate." • 

It's not easy being a pioneer. But since 

their arrival in 1996, the John Deere line of 

Aercore® Aerators, with their revolutionary 

belt-driven system and patented Flexi-

Link™ design, have quickly become the 

number one aerators in the golf equipment 

industry. And now with the addition of our 

tractor-mounted Aercore 2000, the bar for 

productivity has been raised even higher. 

Like the tractor-mounted 1500 and 1000 

and the walk-behind 800, the Aercore 2000 

produces a consistent, round hole. This is due to the Flexi-Link, which is 

attached to the rear of the tine leg and absorbs the forward motion of the 

aerator, allowing the tines to stay perpendicular while they are in the ground. 

As the tines come out of the ground, the Flexi-Link pushes the tine leg forward 

into position for the next stroke. What you end up with are quality cored holes up 

to 4 in. deep, with productivity up to 100,066 sq. ft./hr. To see why the Aercore 

2000 and the rest of the Aercore line have outpunched the competition, call your 

local John Deere distributor or 1-800-537-8233. 


