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FRIEDEMANN NAMED SUPER AT BALI HAI

LAS VEGAS, Nev. — Bali Hai Golf
Club, a new 18-hole daily-fee course
located on the famed Las Vegas “strip,”
has named Richard Friedemann as
head superintendent. A graduate of
Oklahoma State with a degree in
agronomy, Friedemann has over 25
years of management experience in
the golfindustry, overseeing construc-
tion and maintenance at such courses
as Sycamore Ridge in Kansas City and
the Badlands in Las Vegas.

When it opens in November, Bali
Hai will be a 7,050-yard, par-72 tropi-
cal-themed course reminiscent of the
South Pacific. Highlights will include
an island green, thick stands of tower-
ing palms, and numerous large water
features. Volcanic rock outcroppings
will add to the island atmosphere. Bali
Hai is owned and operated by Walters
Golf, a Las Vegas-based golf course
management company.

MENDENHALL NAMED SUPER AT
THUNDERBIRDS

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Western
Golf Properties, a golf course develop-
ment and management firm based
here, has named Scott J. Mendenhall
as construction manager and superin-
tendent for the Thunderbirds Golf
Course, in Phoenix. A graduate of
Michigan State, with a degree in agri-
culture, Menhall previously worked
for Landmark National at Lost Can-
yons Golf Club in Simi Valley, Calif.,
and North Ranch Country Club in
Westlake Village, Calif. The 18-hole
Thunderbird GC is currently closed
for a redesign by PGA Tour Design
Services, Inc. The facility is owned by
the Phoenix Thunderbirds.

SCHREINER FINISHING UP JOHN'S ISLAND

VERO BEACH, Fla. — Golf course
architect Craig Schreiner is oversee-
ing the final stage of reconstruction of
John’sIsland Club’s South Course, the
culmination of a three-year commu-
nity drainage and course remodeling
program. Improvements on the Pete
Dye-designed layoutinclude construc-
tion of a large storm water and irriga-
tion lake, redesign of fairways, tees,
bunkers and 16 green complexes.
“We're thrilled to have chance to work
with such a committed membership
and green committee,” said Schreiner.
“The membership believed in this
project from the beginnng and have
been extremely supportive of the big
picture.” The John’s Island Club is a
private, 54-hole facility.
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Superintendent salaries now
averaging over $57,000

By JAY FINEGAN

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The average
base salary for golf course superinten-
dents rose this year to $57,057, according
to a survey by the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America
(GCSAA).

Half of all superintendents earn more
than $50,000 a year, 25 per-
cent make more than
$68,000, and 10 percent pull
down more than $88,000.
The salaries represent a
seven percent increase from
the average base salaries in
1998, or an annualized aver-
age increase of 3.6 percent.

For assistant superinten-
dents, the average base sal-
ary rose to 529,638, up from
$27,981 in 1998 — a six percent jump. Some
77 percent of assistants are salaried em-
ployees; the remainder are paid hourly.

The 2000 “employment profile” by
GCSAA also shows an average age of 41
for all superintendents, while the median
experience levelis 11 years, up from 10in
1998. The data show that, on average,
superintendents take their first position
as head super at age 30, with 15 percent of
them still in the profession at age 50.

In education, the profile showed that
nearly 80 percent of all superintendents

hold a minimum of a two-year certificate,
an associate’s or bachelor’s degree, or a
graduate degree.

The results of the survey, based on
3,527 responses, show a modest rise in
the number of golf facilities run by pro-
fessional management companies — 14
percent this year, versus 13 percent in
1998. Much of the increase,
the report said, appears to
have come from an in-
crease in the numbers of
relatively small manage-
ment outfits.

Other findings from the
study include these:

* The median budget
managed by superinten-
dents is more than
$550,000, including main-
tenance, capital equipment and payroll.
Median crew size checked in at 17.

* Asin 1998, less than a third of superin-
tendents indicated a desire to become a
general manager (GM). Superintendents
most often report to GMs (29 percent), the
survey found, followed by green commit-
tee/board of directors (19 percent) and
directly to course owners (18 percent).

* Nearly 75 percent of survey respon-
dents worked at 18-hole courses, with 41
percent of them private, 38 percent daily-
fee and 12 percent municipal.

After wet summer
in N.E., supers
still battling moss

By JOEL JOYNER

FALMOUTH, Maine — Head su-
perintendent Scott Cybulski at the
Falmouth Country Club has been
fighting moss growth for a num-
ber of years, but this year it has
presented “a drastic problem” in
Maine.

“The combination of constant
wet weather and golfers wanting
us to shave the greens down re-
sulted in a lot of high undulated
areas going to moss,” Cybulski
said. “Aggressive aeration and
heavy top dressing have sup-
pressed the problem for now, but
the weather and level of play re-
stricted our opportunities to top
dress earlier this year, which al-
lowed the moss problem to de-
velop.”

Cybulski has controlled the
moss with a heavy top dressing of
an “iron sulfate and straight-up
sand” mixture. Metallic-based fun-
gicides have been the traditional
method for moss control, but bet-
ter sense prevailed in eliminating
the spraying of mercury, zinc, and
even lead (backin the 50s and 60s)

Continued on page 12

ON THE GREEN

By MARK LESLIE

BEALLSVILLE, Md. — Tearing,
bruising and scalping were the havoc
that rotary mowers and hover mow-
ers wreaked on the tall fescue bunker
edgesat Four Streams Golf Club here.
Then superintendent Ray Viera went
onacrusade and

Saving the turf on bunker edges

magazines for a less abrasive alterna-
tive to rotary blades and string trim-
mers, he decided to try a hedge trim-
mer.

“Getting on your knees to trim was
too labor-intensive,” he said, “but we
did find that its scissor-type action
solved our prob-

discovered a so-
lution: a hedge
trimmer
mounted on the
end of a 4-foot
arm.

“Those 4-inch-
high bunker
edges are a
unique signa-
ture for our
course,” Viera
said of the Steve
Smyers-de-
signed track. “I
can’tthink of one
other that has
the edges of the
bunkers like
this.”

Therefore,
they were worth
extra care, but
Viera found that
the tearing cut from rotary mowers
and hover mowers caused bruising
that encouraged disease.

Researching in catalogues and

i

lem.”

Further re-
search discov-
ered an ex-
tended hedge
trimmer manu-
factured by
Stihl. “It’s on
the market,
only I'm using it
for a different
purpose,” Viera
said. “We are
using this on
our tall fescue,
but it could be
applicable for
any grass.

Sa M- 0= St
people use
FlyMos on
their bunker

Ray Viera with his unique grass trimmer

edges,” he
added. “They
work, but scraping the bunkers and
grinding the edges down to dirt is a
common problem. This alleviates
that problem.”

Gray leaf spot forces
mass regrassing at

Philadelphia CC

By JOEL JOYNER

GLADWYNE, Pa. — Do Pennsylvania
superintendents remember the gray leaf
spot devastation of 1998? You bet they
do.

On certain golf courses in the region,
turf damage amounted to as much as 90
percent. Atthe private Philadelphia Coun-
try Club, opened in 1930, head superin-
tendent Michael McNulty knows quite
well the constant struggle to maintain
ryegrass fairways against gray leaf spot.

The club installed ryegrass on its fair-
ways in 1982, and McNulty first noticed
gray leaf spot in 1994. “We’ve been suc-
cessful using Heritage and Daconil,”
McNulty said about the fungicides used
to control the problem. Butnow, ryegrass
vulnerability to gray leaf spot has
prompted a more financially prudent
approach.

As one of the last remaining courses in
the Philadelphia region to offer ryegrass
fairways, this year will mark the begin-
ning of the club’s conversion to
bentgrass. The 27-hole layout will regrass
nine holes at a time, hoping to complete
the first nine by early next spring. For
the initial phase, McNulty Kkilled off the
rye by gassing it with methyl bromide
and by laying down the granular product
Basamid on the fairways and tees.

“We're also taking the opportunity to
change over our greens to Penn A-1
bentgrass at the same time,” McNulty

Continued on page 10
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Moss in N.E.

Continued from page 9

to fight moss invasion. These
days, some superintendents
spray bleach or dish detergent
to desiccate the grass and sup-
press moss growth.

Noel Jackson, a Ph.D. plant
pathologist at the University of
Rhode Island, explains that “the
mercury fungicides had a good

suppression effect on spore
germination of mosses. The mer-
cury supplies are now exhausted
and the ban against manufactur-
ing them leaves nothing else on
the market that has the persis-
tence of the mercury against moss.
With the iron sulfate, superinten-
dents geta quick knock down, but
it's only a temporary expedient.”
COPPER HYDROXIDE STRATEGY
Frank Rossi, a Ph.D.

horticulturalist at Cornell Univer-
sity, is working on a micro-nutrient
of copper hydroxide to help prevent
moss growth. He has discovered
that four applications, two weeks
apart in the fall, not only reduced
moss populations on the order of 80
percent, but also prevented new
moss growth in the plots even after
the treatments stopped.

“In the summertime, at higher
concentrations, there has been

some injury to annual blue-
grass,” he said. “On the plots we
only top dressed and didn’t treat,
the top dressing obviously made
the moss problem worse.”
Rossi is now testing “ex-
tremely low levels of copper hy-
droxide that are applied through-
out the golfing season. “We are
working towards copper being
used as a micro-nutrient that not
only prevents moss invasion, but
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Chaser/Chaser 2 Amine

Superior cool or warm season weed control
* Controls most broadleaf weeds including clover, black medic and oxalis
« Economical triclopyr formulations have excellent turf safety
* Mixes well with most pesticides and fertilizers

UHS Fire Ant Bait

Unsurpassed performance in a fast-acting
and sure formulation that ants crave
* New chemistry is naturally-derived, making it friendly to

both humans and animals as well as the environment.
Comes in 25 Ib. bag or easy-to-use 1 Ib. shaker can.

* Visual results within 24 to 48 hours after ingestion, high

level of control in just one week

* More effective and longer lasting than Amdro

Dursban 2CG/Dursban TNP

Two distinct formulations that get the job done.

* Dursban 2CG’s polycoated, sand-based granule gets the active ingredient into
the turf. It's longer residual activity means lower application rates.

* Dursban TNP is the most comprehensive label in the industry. A professional
concentration for great overall value that controls more than 150 insects.
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doesn’tinjure the grass,” he said.

According to Rossi, superinten-
dents have two possible ap-
proaches atthe moment. “There’s
the desiccantroute, which is prob-
ably a variable means for getting
control of existing plants,” he said.
“And there’s the nutritional route,
where we strive to get suppres-
sion and prevention of further
moss invasion.

“The desiccant methods will
knock back what’s there,” he said,
“buttheywon’t prevent moss from
returning. We have a lot of ques-
tions about spray volumes, avail-
ability, injury, and long-term ef-
fect issues. But for now, I think
we're on the right track.”

For Cybulski and many super-
intendents in the Northeast, the
fight to control moss on the
greens goes on. “The most effec-
tive procedure would be, ideally,
to raise the height of cut on the
greens,” said Cybulski. “But golf-
ers demand green speed and per-
formance, and that makes moss
tough to control.” B

Water crisis

Continued from previous page

“The problem,” he said, “is that
your older sewage systems are
gravity-flow, so the lowest end is
the regional plant and at the up-
per end you have homes, busi-
nesses and golf courses. Unfor-
tunately, there aren’t water lines
to deliver reclaimed water back
up to those areas. So Ripley's
ideais to build a system that taps
into the sewage line — you get
the water as it comes down-
stream. You'd dump the solid
waste back in and let that go
down to the regional plant. That
allows you to claim some of the
water. You'd recycle it on-site,
and deliver it back to the golf
course.” p

For the time being, that ap-
proach would not be cost-effec-
tive, according to Huck. “It’s not
yet perceived that we're into a
serious situation in regard to
water availability,” he said. “But
five or 10 years down the road,
the guy that builds his plant now
will be ready to go, and the other
guys might be looking at brown
fairways for a couple of years
until they could install their own
plants.”

It remains to be seen how
quickly Southern California golf
courses react to an emerging
crisis. Pat Gross, the Green
Section’s southwest regional di-
rector, isn’t optimistic. “The un-
fortunate thing about golf course
owners, whether it be private
clubs or public courses, is that
they don’t pay attention until the
water company is going to turn
offthe tap,” he said. “Idon’t think
the awareness is there yet about
how these changes are going to
impact the industry.” W
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