MANAGEMENT

Golf Partners ready for action

By ANDREW OVERBECK

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Pool-
ing the extensive experience of
four golfindustry veterans, devel-
oper and management expert
Marvin French has established
Golf Part-
ners World-
wide LLC, a
firm that will
consult and
manage golf
course
projects
from startto
finish.

Golf Partners has a depth chart
that any National Football League
team would Kkill for. The firm in-
cludes: business and real estate
lawyer Steven Zavodnick, hotel
administrator and real estate bro-
ker John Miller, Master
Greenkeeper and agronomist
Gary Grigg, and golf course and
association consultant Edward

larvin French
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However, cost savings is not
the only issue.

“As courses are getting closer
and closer to each otherin terms
of playability and high mainte-
nance standards, the gap be-
tween high-and low-end courses
has narrowed,” Childers said.
“To survive, customer service
has to be a priority. This means
that there must be individual
training for each segment of the
operation, from the bag drop to
the pro shop to the first tee.”

At Rolling Hills, TSC's first
move will be to bring course
maintenance back up to speed.
“We are on a six-month plan to
getthe agronomic practices back
up, improve weed control and
purchase better and new equip-
ment,” said Childers. In addition,
the clubhouse and grounds will
get a facelift and the course will
get new golf cars. At Myrtle
West, clubhouse renovations are
planned along with some minor
changes on the golf course.

Despite the competition,
Childers feels Myrtle Beach is
still a strong market. “The in-
crease in the number of accom-
modations being built in the
area, combined with the slow
down of courses being built,
means that we are in a catch up
period and the growth is filling
out,” he said.

Outside of Myrtle Beach, TSC
is managing three other projects
through design and construc-
tion. One is in the Dallas area
and the other two are in Vir-
ginia. Construction at each site
is due to begin later this fall or
early this spring.
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Gowan.

The company will focus its ef-
forts on managing a golf course
project from day one all the way
through to opening day. “We
would like to find a developer that
says ‘find the pieces and manage
the project through the develop-
ment process,” said French.

“We think we can do two to
three projects a year,” he contin-
ued. “We want to do a good job
and not get spread too thin. The
purpose of forming this company
was not to go out, grow like crazy
and have a lot of employees. The
purpose was to come together and
see what we could do in golf.”

Once aproject opens, Golf Part-
ners’ involvement will likely end.
“We are willing to help the owner

hire management personnel and
put together standard operating
procedures, but we don’t want to
manage long term,” said French.
THE RENOVATION MARKET

As new construction is tailing off,
French anticipates that the renova-
tion market will begin to expand.

“With all the new product out
there, a lot of the product needs
help,” he said. “There is a lot of
renovation potential. There are a

lot of good courses out there that
need just a little attention to keep
up.”

French expects that much of
this renovation work can be done
in house. Gary Grigg, who has
been involved in the construction
and grow-in of more than two
dozen golf courses, is looking for-
ward to working on these projects.
“My role will be as an agronomist
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Goossen’s New Turf Glide design provides a

unique one-pass aeration process that leaves a

smooth, playable surface.

Goossen’s Versa Vac utilizes a specially designed, spring tension Turf Retainer located between each row of
core extractors. The Turf Retainers glide along the surface of the turf while the cores are being extracted, main-
taining a smooth, playable surface. The aerator head consists of 120 spoons which form a 5-inch grid with
each 58-inch-wide swath, providing ample aeration for most soil types.
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The Core wheel extracts the plugs while Turf Retainers hold the remaining turf in place. Then counter-rotating flails pulverize
the cores while the powerful vacuum fan lifts thatch into the hopper and leaving the soil behind as a top soil dressing.

CaLL For A Free
DEMONSTRATION

P.O. Box 705 * Beatrice, NE 68310

For more information, please contact us. Toll-Free: 1-800-228-6542
In NE: 402-228-4226 * Fax: 402-223-2245
Web: www.goossen.com



http://www.goossen.com

URSE MARKETPLACE

To reserve space in this section, call

Jean Andrews, 207-925-1099
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« Complete Prefabricated Packages o Ready for Fast Erection
o Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S. e Custom Design & Engineering
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Tel. 919/467-6155 ¢ FAX 919/469-2536

Repel Geese and Ducks
from Grass!
Eliminate mess and
property damage!
Food-grade, biodegradable

taste-aversion agent.
Renders food sources
unpalatable and inedible
S0 geese leave. Easy to
use — just spray onto grass.

1 gallon (per acre) $95

THE BIRD CONTROL “X-PERTS”

BIRD-K_J

300 N. ELIZABETH ST. DEPT. GCN
CHICAGO IL 60607  WWW.BIRD-X.COM
312-BAN-BIRD  312-226-2480 FAX

GOOECHASE

800-662-5021
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HARCO DUCTILE IRON =)

FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations
including "knock-on" repair couplings.
High Strength, high corrosion
resistance.

The Harrington Corporation
P.O. Box 10335
Lynchburg, Va 24506 P\
k 804-845-7094 Fax 845-8562 )
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Golf Counrse Architects

122 North 2nd Street * River Falls, WI 54022
715-425-9511 * e-mail: info@gillmiller.com
visit our website www gillmiller.com

Design ® Renovation
Master Planning ¢ Practice Centers

Member: American Society of Golf Course Architects

* Speeds up play -
Reduces playing
time up to 20%
per round

* Cost effective -

Trial Offer!
One Hole

Pays for itself A Visible Mal'klllg System FREE
in months - You Can Mow nght Over for 45 Days
Lasts for years

* More enjoyment -
No pacing and
hunting for
sprinkler heads

* Markers for
fairways, tees, driving
range and cart path

* Available in all popular
colors and can
customize

The Kirby Marker System

@800-925-4729 C
*/ 760-931-2624 \S
Fax 760-931-1753

www.Kirbymarkers.com

IT'S BACK!
THE 2001
GOLF COURSE NEWS
BUYER'S GUIDE!
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You’ll want to play 4.
barefoot on our
certified grasses.

£ o Tifton 419 o Sprig Planting Service
Al Midlawn « Laying Machinery
Yo El Toro Zoysia Rentals

i o Meyer Z-52 Zoysia e Row Planting Service

N
o * Cavalier Zoysia
X 56440 + LITTLE A A 72215

\ :J 7/ 1-800-666-0007 501-975-5_2‘81 www.quailvalley.com

QuailValley GRASSES

SPORTS * GOLF » COMMERCIAL » RESIDENTIAL -~ SOD PRODUCERS

o Layand Play
Fairway Cuts (seasonal)

* Pads

* Big Rolls
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Where Leadership is Expected
8301 State Highway 29 N, Alexandria, MN 56308 USA » Phone: 320-852-7500 Fax: 320-852-7067
E-Mail: conbridg@continentalbridge.com Website: www.continentalbridge.com
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OCTOBER

16-18 — Northwest Turgrass
Association’s Annual Convention in Or-
¢gon. Contact 800-738-1617

NOVEMBER

4-7— Georgia GCSA Annual Meet-
ing in Savannah. Contact 706-742-2651

6-9 — West Virginia GCSAs Turf
Conference and Trade Show 2000 in
Morgantown. Contact 304-243-4154

14-16 — 7he New York State
Turfgrass Assoctation’s New York Turfand
Grounds Exposition in Syracuse. Contact
800-873-8873.

14-16 — Penn State Golf Turf Con-
Jerence. Contact 814-863-3475.

29-1 — 47th Rocky Mountain Re-
gional Turferass Conference & Trade Show
in Denver. Contact 303-770-2220.

DECEMBER

4-7 — The Ohio Turfgrass Confer-
ence and Show 2000 in Columbus. Con-
tact 888-683-3445.

JANUARY

15-18 — Michigan Turjgrass Con-
Jerencein Lansing. Contact 517-321-1660.

28-1 — 74th World Conference on
Club Management in San Diego. Contact
703-739-9500.
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and as a consultant,” said Grigg.
“Whether it be helping someone
build a maintenance facility or help-
ing someone renovate or grow in a
golf course. I have always enjoyed
that more than golf course mainte-
nance.”

As Golf Partners gets off the
ground, French rules nothing out.
“We will look at anything,” he said.
“Ownership is a possibility if it is
the right situation —none of us wants
to be tied to one piece of property.

“As far as new projects go, the
strongest market is in the North-
east. An owner that can puta project
together up there is going to have a
full golf course. We also will be
exploring our international contacts
and opportunities.” W

Periodicals postage paid at Yarmouth, Maine,
and additional mailing office. Golf Course News
(ISSN 1054-0644) is published monthly by
United Publications, Inc., 106 Llafayette St.,
P.O. Box 997, Yarmouth, ME 04096. Phone
number is 207-846-0600.

The publisher assumes no responsibility for
unsolicited material or prices quoted in the news-
paper. Contributors are responsible for proper
release of proprietary classified information. Copy-
right 2000 by United Publications Inc. All rights
reserved. Reproduction, in-whole and in part,
without the written permission from the publisher is
expressly prohibited.

Reprints may be obtained from Reprint Man
agement Services at 717-560-2001. Back is-
sues, when available, cost $7 each within the past
12 months, $12 each prior to the past 12 months.
Back issue orders must be paid in advance either
by check or charged to American Express, Visa or
MasterCard

Golf Course News is distributed in the U.S.
without charge to qualified personnel of golf
course facilities and to golf course builders,
developers and architects. Non-qualified sub-
scriptions to the U.S. and Canada cost $60. All
foreign subscriptions cost $140 annually to cover
air delivery. All payments must be made in U.S
funds drawn on a U.S. bank. For subscriber
services, please call 215-788-7112. Send
address changes to Golf Course News, P.O. Box
3047, Langhorne, Pa. 19047-3047.

OCTOBER 2000 37


mailto:info@gillmiller.com
http://www.gillmiller.com
http://www.quailvalley.com
mailto:conbridg@continentalbridge.com
http://www.continentalbridge.com
http://WWW.BIRD-X.COM
http://www.Kirbymarkers.com

