MAINTENANC

IGM adds West Bay Club
to its maintenance lineup

ESTERO, Fla.—The West Bay
Golf Club here has contracted
with International Golf Mainte-
nance (IGM) to help the course
achieve Signature certification
with the Audubon International
Cooperative Sanctuary Program.

IGM is a leading golf course
maintenance company, with ev-
ery one of its 40 courses enrolled
in the certification program.
“We strongly believes in work-
ing in concert with the environ-
ment,” said Scott Zakany, execu-

The fourth hole at West Bay Club, designed by Pete and P.B. Dye

removing built-up material as well as

clippings. Of course there are plenty of other reasons why a B Series

Mower should be working for you: heavy-duty reel drives for increased

power; improved yoke and ball joints for better grass collecting;

dispersing any leftover

OR DOWNRIGHT OBSESSIVE?

and an electric fan drive for improved noise levels and engine cooling
are just a few of the features that make this generation of lightweights
our best yet. For a demonstration, call your local John Deere Golf &

Turf Distributor or 1-800-537-8233. Nothing Runs Like a Deere”
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tive vice president of IGM. “We
realize that sound agronomic
programs have far-reaching ben-
efits for the golf course owners
and the community.”

The West Bay course is the
first in Florida designed by the
architectural firm Pete and P.B.
Dye. With varied elevations as
high as 30 feet, natural vistas of
mangroves and water on 12 of
the holes, the 6,800-yard, par-72
private course offers a country
estate setting that requires con-
fidence and aggressive play.

As the leading provider of golf
course maintenance and agro-
nomic services, IGM offers per-
sonnel, materials, supplies, and
equipment through an annual
maintenance program designed
for each individual course.

“We wanted a maintenance
company with expertise in main-
taining fine facilities,” said Frank
Weed, president of West Bay.
“In addition, we feel that IGM
has a good understanding of the
needs of the course.” The West
Bay course will host the 2000
College Golf Foundation’s na-
tional match play championship
this month.

IGM is a subsidiary of the
Meadowbrook Golf Group, Inc.
based in Lakeland, Fla. Re-
sources and equipment are
shared with all facilities served
by Meadowbrook, which owns
and operates courses through-
out the country.
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six months or so there was a
drought. Following that, we had
downpours of rain — about twice
the normal amount. It made
things challenging, but we had
some students helping out. They
put down erosion-control mat-
ting, did seed-bed preparation
and helped repair washout areas
during rainy periods.”

Despite those tough condi-
tions, there’s nothing second-
rate about the golf course here.
Weed said the course is in the
great parkland tradition, wander-
ing over rolling terrain and
through mature hardwoods. Lay-
ered-sod bunkers, like those on
the Old Course at St. Andrews,
can be found throughout the
course. Several streams and
plenty of elevation changes add
to the character of the layout.

Weed is well aware of the
uniqueness of the training pro-
gram. “So far as we know, it is
the only facility of its kind — for
golf, this is really an industry
first. I started my career in golf
as a superintendent, went on to
be the chiefarchitect for the PGA
Tour and then opened my own
firm. I think that shows these
young men that there are oppor-
tunities for them in golf.”

Continued on page 35
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