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Simplot patents zoysia, bent varieties 

Simplot's Doug Brede and Susan Samudio have new zoysia and bentgrass patents. 
— 

POST FALLS, Idaho — Scien-
tists at Simplot Turf & Horticul-
ture have announced the patent-
ing of two novel turfgrass 
species. Dr. Doug Brede and 
Susan Samudio cooperated in the 
identification, breeding and pat-
enting of Seashore zoysiagrass 
{Zoysia sinica) and Idaho 
bentgrass (Agrostis idahoensis), 

two obscure grasses that had 
never been used for turf pur-
poses before. These patents rep-
resent the first time an entire 
species of grass has been devel-
oped from nature and patented 
for turf use. 

Brede believes Idaho 
bentgrass has a dual purpose. 
"When we were first developing 
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The tiny, uncoated 
NOVEX particles 
readily penetrate the 
turf canopy. They 
resist mower pickup 
even when applied 
to extremely dense, 
low-cut putting 
surfaces. And that's 
a real advantage in 
more ways than 
one. 
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greens-grade particle size. 
Try it. You'll see. This 
is a great fertilizer not 
only for what it does, but 
also for what it doesn't 
do.. .get thrown away with 
the clippings. Contact your 
LESCO Professional or call 
800.321.5325. 
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Idaho bent, we were targeting it 
as an alternative to Poa trivialis 
for winter overseeding of dor-
mant Bermudagrass putting 
greens," he said. Simplot har-
vested its first commercial crop 
of the variety, GolfStar Idaho 
bentgrass, in 1999. 

Salt-tolerant Seashore 
zoysiagrass was discovered by 
Brede during trips to the shores 
of Eastern China. He found it grow-
ing along the beach, often with 
saltwater washing over its roots. 
Samudio, a Simplot plant breeder, 
developed the germplasm into the 
variety J-14, which is currently 
ranked in the zoysia national test. 
It is set for commercial seed re-
lease in 2001. 

Toro, Ransomes 
settle patent suit 

B L O O M I N G T O N , 
Minn. — The Toro Co. an-
nounced that Exmark 
Manufacturing Co. Inc., a 
subsidiary of Toro based 
in Beatrice, Neb., has 
settled patent infringement 
claims it alleged against 
Ransomes Inc., a subsid-
iary of Textron Inc. 

Exmark filed the suit 
last September, claiming 
the mowing deck lift fea-
ture of certain of Bob-Cat 
branded zero-turn riding 
rotary mowers produced 
by Ransomes Inc. in-
fringed on U.S. Patent No. 
5,816,033. 

However, at the time 
the suit was filed, 
Ransomes had already re-
designed the lift mecha-
nism and is currently 
manufacturing these Bob-
Cat mowers with this non-
infringing lift. 

Both parties have agreed 
to settle the matter for 
$125,600. 

VAN WATERS AND ROGERS 
ACQUIRES TURF INDUSTRIES 

AUSTIN, Texas — Van Wa-
ters and Rogers Inc. has acquired 
Turf Industries, Inc. of Dallas 
and Houston. Turf Industries 
joins Van Waters and Rogers' 
Professional Products and Ser-
vices (PPS) business unit, which 
services the turf and specialty 
agricultural markets. 

Turf Industries/Van Waters & 
Rogers Inc. will retain its current 
staff and locations that serve the 
golf course and professional 
turfgrass management markets in 
Texas, Louisiana and Oklahoma. 

According to John Bolanos, 
vice president of Van Waters & 
Rogers' PP&S, the acquisition of 
Turf Industries sets the pace for 
its growth as a national distribu-
tor to the professional turf and 
ornamental marketplace. 




