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Champions ugly stepchild undergoing metamorphosis 
B y F R A N C E S G. T R I M B L E 

The conversation between golf course 
architect Tom Fazio and Jack Burke of 
Houston about the remodeling of Champi-
ons Golf Club's Jackrabbit course began in 
1986 when Fazio was working on a layout at 
Barton Creek Club in Austin. In the ensu-
ing period problems with the course, which 
was originally designed by Fazio's uncle 
George and opened for play in July 1964, 
only got worse. Everyone agreed Jackrab-
bit became an "ugly stepchild." 

The course, which according to a Cham-
pions Golf Club history was designed 
with "an Eastern look," has always re-
warded length off the tee and an ability to 
turn the ball. It became particularly diffi-
cult when played in a north wind and 
Jackrabbit's greens, elevated and much 
smaller than the expansive surfaces found 
on the Champions' Cypress Creek, were 
difficult to hit. Other differences between 
Jackrabbit and Cypress Creek include hous-
ing along most holes and street crossings. 

By the late 1970s, the course had mod-
erately severe drainage problems, owing 
primarily to naturally flat terrain and a 
construction explosion that took place in 
the FM 1960 area north of Houston. What 
was a rural area in the early 1960s with 
one development, one service station, and 
one grocery market ,had become an ant-
hill criss-crossed by major thoroughfares 
and dotted with subdivisions and malls. 

On-course housing also affected Jack-
rabbit. Once dwellings were built, there 

was an added problem with real-estate prop-
erty7 lines and out-of-bounds situations cre-
ated by those lines. The atmosphere was 
claustrophobic once cart paths were built, 
although, for many years, Jackrabbit re-
mained the only Champions layout with 
trails. When rains came, which they invari-
ably do in Houston, play shifted to the 
course with paths, making a difficult main-
tenance situation nearly impossible. 

Jackrabbit, which plays at 7,000 yards 
and some think is a more difficult test 
than Cypress Creek, became an after-
thought. Several fairways were used for 
parking during tournaments. Members 
grumbled about conditioning. Yet, there 
never seemed to be a good time for a facelift. 

Jackrabbit's moment has arrived. Phase 
I of remodeling will begin soon, according 
to course superintendent Charles Joachim, 
"in the first quarter of 2000." 

The back nine of Jackrabbit will be remod-
eled and completed in late fall 2000 and work 
on the front nine will commence in early2001. 
Joachim said nothing is being done to Jack-
rabbit "that isn't absolutely beneficial." 

The superintendent, who has been at 
Champions since 1985, said: "Primary play 
areas will be moved away from out-of-
bounds as much as possible. A drainage 
system will be established and the irriga-
tion water storage capacity will be doubled. 
All-weather putting surfaces will be con-
structed; a modern irrigation system will 
be installed. Concrete service roads/paths 
will be connected. The best turfgrass will 
be planted on all primary playing areas." 

Andy Banfield, the point man for Fazio 
Golf Course Designers, Inc., agreesd that 
all changes are improvements and that 
the overall plan is basic — fundamental. 

"Deepening the lakes will create more 
topographical relief and more dramatic 
looking golf holes," Banfield said. 

He is confident that visual separation of 
real-estate and golf areas can be achieved 
and that the changes to holes will encour-
age better golfers to use more strategy. 

For instance, the 18th hole, now a shortish 
par-5, will become a long par-4. The green 
will be moved forward, allowing a lake on 
the golfer's right to be more of a threat. 

The teeing ground for the 10th hole will 
be placed where the 18th green is now, and 
No. 10, a par-5 that doglegs to the left, will 
become somewhat longer. A lake that now 
sits rather inconspicuously behind the 10th 
green will be more apparent — not only on 
the 10th hole, but also on the par-4 12th. 

Joachim agreed that the 12th, which was 
never long, became a "nothing" hole with 
the loss of a pine tree which threatened the 
right side of the landing area. The lake 
greenside left was little or no threat. 

"After renovation," said Joachim, "the 
water will definitely be in play. At least half 
the pin placements will be behind the lake 
which will toughen the hole considerably." 

Banfield and Joachim agree a dry creek 
that once crossed the property and drained 
the housing development west of Champi-
ons Drive, had become more of an eyesore 
than a water feature. 

"When George Fazio came," said 
Joachim, "he wanted that creek to mean-
der, to be like a bayou you might find in 
Louisiana that filled after rain and emp-
tied in dry weather." 

What was once a creek, has become, 
over time, a wide, grass-covered swale 
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It's your course, and season 
after season, you have the 

responsibility to make sure it's 
nothing less than perfect. 

So are you going to let crabgrass, 
spurge and oxalis invade 

your fairways and tee boxes? 

Not with Tee Time 
micro-granular course care 

products f rom The Andersons. 

With just a single, economical 
application, Tee Time 

combination products put 
green, healthy tee boxes and 

fairways easily within your grasp. 

The Andersons offers a 
lineup of Tee Time fertilizer 
formulations incorporating 

industry leader Dimension 
herbicide. Some also incorporate 

triple action Nutralene 
controlled release nitrogen fertilizer. 

Tee Time. Your consistent, 
reliable and economical source 

for powerful course care. 

Call The Andersons for more 
information or the name of your 

nearest distributor. Get your hands on 
superior Tee Time products today. 

1.800.225. ANDY 
(2639) 

DIMENSION 
TURF HERBICIDE 

Dimension is a premium formulation widely recognized as one of the most 
effective crabgrass, spurge and oxalis pre-emergence herbicides available today. 
Season long control is attainable without concerns about turfgrass safety due to 
excessive herbicide rates in overlap areas. Plus, it features lower environmental 
loading, no staining or obnoxious odors. 

Nutralene delivers triple action release performance for quick medium and 
long-term results: 

1 Urea nitrogen quickly releases to provide good immediate response during 
the first four weeks after each feeding. 

2 Short chained methylene urea (MU) polymers provide sustained feeding 
required from week 4 through week 10 after application. 

3 Long chained methylene urea (MU) polymers deliver sustained release 
needed for a truly "extended" feeding period. 

To give you m a x i m u m versatility with the care of your course, specify one of these great Tee Time products: 
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Berlin course gains nine-hole 
BERLIN, Germany — Essen-based golf 

course architects Deutsche Golf Consult 
(DGC) are relishing the opportunity to 
create a unique extension at Berliner Golf 
Club Gatow. The existing nine-hole lay-
out was built by the Royal Air Force in the 
late 1960s and has developed into a parkland 
layout typical of central -outhern England. 

DGC was awarded the contract to ex-
tend the course to 18 holes and build 
more suitable practice facilities. Seven 
hectares of new land, in the shape of 
quarries and former open-cast mines, 
were made available. While offering ver-
satile terrain, the quarries posed a prob-
lem of continuity for DGC architect Rainer 
Preiftmann said: "If the former coal mine 
is to be used as a topographic world to 
experience, the design of the old golf 
course can only be conditionally inte-
grated into the extension. 

"By integrating the old golf course into 
both half rounds, the familiar golfing en-
vironment will suddenly throw up totally 
new challenges and turn the game of golf 
(on the entire grounds) into a distinctive 
experience." 

Ugly stepchild 
Continued from previous page 

that is as straight as a yardstick. 
The swale will revert to the feature that 

George Fazio once envisioned. 
In the 30 years since the course opened, 

governmental agencies have been added 
to watchdog the area's water situation. 
One of those is the Houston-Galveston 
Subsidence District. Joachim said the 
district controls the amount of water 
Champions can use and attaches a sur-
charge when the amount is exceeded. 

"That is why the state-of-the-art irriga-
tion system is going in and why the lakes 
are being deepened," he said. 

Model RM $560 plus Freight 
TORO REELMASTER OWNERS 

AND PURCHASERS 
Alarm sounds with only 8-12 oz. loss of oil! 

Safeguard your fairways from those long yellow 
lines. Here is an external unit that mounts onto 
any 5000 Series Reelmaster and ours works! We 
have now been selling this unit for eight years. 
It is the same system that Toro has used on its 
Greensmaster triplex greensmowers for nine years. 

Mounted onto fender, easy to reach, but out 
of operators way. INEXPENSIVE! Only $560 & can 
be mounted in less than one hour. 

CONTACT B.H. SALES 
(707) 823-2107 • Fax (707) 823-6899 

*Sub|«ct to availability 

Result?... Surgical precision. 
Better working mower. Greener healthier grass. 

Ask the man who owns one or try it yourself. 

For a FREE demonstration* call Toll Free on 
1-888 GRINDIT (1-888 474 6348) 

Visit our website at - WWW.bernhard.CO.uk email: info@bernhard.co.uk 
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addition 
It is the dramatic contouring of the former 

coal reserve ground that will be immedi-
ately recognizable, Preiftmann said. 

"The pit will be particularly attractive 
from an aesthetic point of view and will, at 
the same time, have an explosive sport-
ing effect once integrated into the fair-
way concept," he added. 'This situation is 
certainly unique in Germany and can, there-
fore, become a trademark for the golf course 
of the Berliner Golf Club Gatow." 

Work is due to start this spring. Berlin Golf Club Gatow. 

Faster 
Floor-to-Floor 

No contest... It's the fastest grinder around. 
Easier than backlapping. Faster too. No mess. 

Minutes floor-to-floor to grind a walking greens mower. 
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