BRIEFS

PALM SPRINGS, Calif. —
Cimarron Golf Resort has opened for
play. The 36-hole complex consists of
executive-length and regulation-length
18-hole layouts. John Fought designed
the courses, which are owned and op-
erated by O.B. Sports.

MARIN COUNTY, Calif. —
StoneTree Golf Club is on schedule to
open in June. Located in the northern
part of the county near the Sonoma
and Napavalleys, the 18-hole, daily-fee
facility was designed by the team of
Sandy Tatum, Johnny Miller, Jim Sum-
mers and Fred Bliss. Western Golf
Properties will operate the facility.
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NAPLES, Fla. — The Naples
Grande Golf Club has opened for play.
The private, 18-hole Rees Jones de-
sign was developed by Boca Resorts
Inc., owners of The Registry Resort
and Edgewater Beach Hotel. Boca Re-
sorts Inc. also operates Grande Oaks
Golf Club in Fort Lauderdale and the
3oca Hotel and Resort in Boca Raton.
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BRADENTON, Fla. — Waterlefe
Golf & River Club has opened for play.
Ted McAnlis designed the 18-hole
course.

NEWS

Grip-it-and-rip-it fun on the way at PTl's Farmlinks

By ANDREW OVERBECK

SYLACAUGA, Ala. — Many fertilizer companies build one or
two “model” golf holes to use in research and development and
to showcase wares to superintendents and end users. While
Pursell Technologies, Inc. (PTI) intends to use its facility as a
testing site, the company is upping the ante by constructing
FarmLinks, an 18-hole course that will include a First Tee
component.

“We will use the course to showcase our fertilizer technol-
ogy, entertain guests and offer area golfers and corporations an
opportunity to experience the game of golf in a truly pastoral
setting,” said David Pursell, chief executive officer of PTI.

Hurdzan/Fry Design Group had full reign over 2,700 acres of
the Pursell family’s land which is nestled into the southern
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. It has taken Michael
Hurdzan, Dana Fry and associate David Welchel more than
nine months and several visits to route the course over a 200-
acre area.

“It is awesome land. Even if you just had a portion of it, you
would go, ‘Oh wow!” When they say, ‘Take what you need and
we’ll make everything else work,’ that is pretty rare,” said
Hurdzan. “It speaks to the fact that the Pursells have been
around golf and they understand what it takes to make a great
golf course.”

As aresult of the design freedom, there will be minimal earth-
moving and land-clearing. A central lake will provide the fill and
Hurdzan expects to clear only 20 to 25 acres as opposed to the
usual 90 acres.

“One of the things we want to do is enhance what is already
there,” he said. “We want to show that golf courses can be great
diverse recreation and habitat areas. Our intent is to make the
land better.”

Pursell Technologies CEO, David Pursell tees it up on what will become
the 18th tee.

While his list of special holes at FarmLinks is constantly
evolving, Hurdzan already has a few favorites.

“The 9th hole is going to be tremendous. It sits down below
the clubhouse with a creek that winds through the fairway,” he
said. The 18th hole makes the short list as well, and was,
according to Hurdzan, “almost just sitting there.”

Holes four, five and six wind up into the hills on the property,
featuring tremendous views of the surrounding mountains and
river valley. The par-3, 5th hole was added to the design after

Continued on page 9

FINALLY, THE ONLY WATER
SYSTEM NETWORK THAT
COMMUNICATES WITH EVERYONE,
REGARDLESS OF RACE, CREED,

COLOR OR MANUFACTURER.

GOLF COURSE NEWS

Imagine a future that enables you to monitor
and communicate with vital components of
your course’s water system network, anywhere
and anytime. The future has arrived.
Introducing PumpLog 2000. The premier
product that connects your pump station,
irrigation system, weather station and service

teams, all together for seamless communica-
tion! It’s never been done before today. But
really, we have a long history of doing things
that have never been done. Find out more
about PumpLog 2000 and how it can
dramatically manage your resources better,
faster and easier.

Call us toll-free at

1-800-786-7480

“TM

www.flowtronex.com
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NEWS

Colin Montgomerie to design Zhuhai Golden Gulf in China

Colin Montgomerie has
signed on to design the golf
course at the Zhuhai Golden Gulf
project in Zhuhai, China. Lo-
cated ashort ferry ride away from
Hong Kong, and just across the
border from Macau, the 27 holes
of golf at Zhuhai Golden Gulf
will be part of a larger destina-
tionresort and real estate project

being developed by Zhuhai
Providence Real Estate Co. Ltd.

Zhuhai Golden Gulfwill be the
first golf course project on main-
land China for Colin
Montgomerie Design. He is de-
signing the Haikou Meishi In-
ternational Golf Club which is
currently under construction on
Hainan Island just off the main-

land. Colin Montgomerie De-
sign also is involved in golf
course projectsin Korea, UAE.,
Lanzarote and Ireland.
“Following my first ever visit
to China last November, I am
very pleased that my next de-
sign project will be at Zhuhai
Golden Gulf.” commented
Montgomerie. “I have been very

impressed with the vision of the
developer, Zhuhai Providence,
for the overall resort project and
am convinced Zhuhai Golden
Gulf can become one of the best
courses in all of China and we
are designing it as a potential
future venue of world-class golf
tournaments.”

Guo Zhi Hang, managing di-

No two golf courses are the same. Likewise, no two
Superintendents' needs are the same.

The best solution to those needs is one that can be
customized to fit the specific requirements of each
course. Introducing Golfsat, the source for industry
products, services, and information.

At Golfsat, our goal was to create the ultimate reference
for Golf Course Superintendents. A single, detailed, and
accurate treasure house of information. One that didn't

require hours of wading through the Internet looking for

answers only to come up empty handed.

We also wanted to make it simple. So simple in fact,
that you wouldn’t need any Internet experience at all.

The result? The communication network of Golf Course
Superintendents — an easy to use resource that contains
more stuff than you can shake a stick at:

Equipment Manufacturers and Items
- Product Manufacturers
- Turfgrass Growers, Species, and Cultivars
- Weeds
- Insects
- University Research
- Diseases (Including Diagnosis and Management)

Plus we added the ability for you to conduct config-
urable chats with your peers online, check DTN weather

satellite and radar data, and send e-mail using your very
own, personalized Golfsat e-mail account.

NO CHARGE

SECURE
E-COMMERCE

NO INTERNET
EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY

Buy Direct From Your
Favorite Djstributors On-Line
(Available summer 2000)

ELCOME TO YOUR GOLFSAT.

And, since there is tons and tons of great information
here, we give you the option to set precise parameters
for the items that you receive as a result of your search.

But the search engine is not only easy to customize, it's
also smart. If you look up a specific disease, and then
click on "controls", only control methods for that
particular disease would be shown. From there, you can
visit local or regional chat areas to discuss the topic
with your peers.

Finally, once you've weighed your options and decided
on an item, you'll be able to purchase it directly from the
distributor on-line. (Available summer 2000).

The beauty is that Golfsat members can use any
computer with an Internet connection to access all of
this free. (No asterisks)

You read it right — free.

Okay, so maybe you're saying, that's great, but what if |
don't have a computer? Well, then take one of ours.
Members can get a brand new computer with the latest
bells and whistles, 19" monitor, and broad band, high
speed Internet access for just $29.95 per month.

Registering for membership is easy, just visit
www.Golfsat.com or call 1-800-771-0088 today.

Best of all, it's absolutely free. (Now that is different).

STEAL

NO COMPUTER?
NO PROBLEM.

Golfs%’r

Get a New Computer, 19" Monitor,

and Broad Bandwidth
High Speed Internet Connection
For Just $29.95 Per Mo.

(Available summer 2000) www.qolfsat.com

1-800-771-0088

rector of Zhuhai Providence Real
Estate Development Co. Ltd.,
commented, “As our aim is to
develop Zhuhai Golden Gulfasa
world-class project in all aspects,
we are very proud to announce
our association with Colin
Montgomerie and his design
company to help us create a
world-class golf course. Colin’s
dedication to perfection is re-
flected in his results as a profes-
sional golfer and we have also
been impressed with his work to
date as a golf course designer.”
While initial earthworks have
already begun on site, the actual
golf course construction is ex-
pected to begin in the second half
of 2000. The anticipated opening
of the first 18 holes for play is
expected by the end of 2001.

Pursell

Continued from page 3

Jim Pursell, PTT’s chairman of
the board, showed Fry and
Welchel a rocky outcropping.
“Once we saw those rocks, we
decided to integrate the rocks
into the hole,” said Hurdzan.

FarmLinks will be awide-open,
parkland-style layout. There will
not be any nasty white stakes
unnecessarily constraining the
big hitters. “There is no reason
to have out-of-bounds,” said
Hurdzan. “Half the fun of the
game of golf is to take a good
whack at the ball. We want it to
play fast and fun.”

The lack of out-of-bounds mark-
ers should make it easier for
youngsters learning about golf
through the First Tee program to
take their first whack at golf. The
First Tee component will include
a driving range, practice area,
short-game area with hazards and
a five-hole practice course.

According to David Pursell,
once they pass the certification
program, First Tee participants
will be able to play the FarmLinks
course for a nominal fee.

“Irecognize that many kids do
not have access to golf and we'd
like to provide an opportunity
for others to enjoy a game that
we love,” said Pursell.

Integrated into the FarmLinks
First Tee program will be an
environmental education center.
Several environmental monitor-
ing stations will be spaced
throughout the site, allowing stu-
dents to, for example, test the
water quality of a stream as it
enters and exits the property.

The course will also be used
as a demonstration and testing
area for PTI products and for the
recreation of the company’s
guests. As a result, the course
will not be open to the public at
all times and Pursell plans to use
price to control play.

Earthworks have already begun
and Hurdzan expects that con-
struction will be going full speed
ahead come spring. FarmLinks is
expected to open in mid-2002.
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