UFFALO, N.Y. — On

March 9, the New York

State Turfgrass Associa-
tion (NYSTA) will present its
Western Regional Conference, a
one-day seminar designed to
share with grounds managers
the latest information, research,
and techniques.
In addition to the educational
sessions, this one-day confer-
ence will include a trade show
with vendors representing vari-
ous interests.

Seminars will include:

* General Session —
Weather or Not, Stan Levine,
National Weather Service Fore-
caster; Using Weather Condi-
tions to Predict Pest Outbreaks,

Native, niche turf

Continued from previous page
hards, creeping reds and sheeps.
They are also low-maintenance/
low-fertility grasses.

“You can do just about any-
thing with fine fescues that you
can do with Kentucky blue-
grass,” Lynch said. “They are
excellentin shade and blend well
with bents.

“A mixture of five pounds of
chewings fescue with a pound
of bent can re-establish an area
in six weeks. As you lower the
mowing heights, the chewings
fescues mow out and give way
to the creeping bentgrasses
that are starting to establish
themselves. They can also be
used in conjunction with na-
tives.”

NATIVE GRASSES

Besides requiring little main-
tenance, native grasses are
prized for their aesthetic quali-
ties, Lynch said. Their seed
heads, fall color and diverse tex-
ture make them attractive.

Natives are best used in out-
of-play areas and as accents
around tee boxes, specimen
gardens and slope stabilization
areas.

There are several keys to es-
tablishing native grasses,
Lynch said.

“Don’t cultivate too deeply,
otherwise you'll bring weeds
to the surface, especially in
areas that were formerly pas-
ture,” he explained. “Don’t
prep the soil down more than 2
inches.

“Minimize pre-planting fer-
tility regimes to less than half
of what is used in in-play areas
because natives will suck up
the nutrients as quickly as they
can find them.

“Keep seeding rates low. The
idea is to give each individual
plant enough room to estab-
lish itself.

“And finally, be patient. It takes
three to five years to establish a
mature-appearing area. If you're
expecting resultsin ayear, you'll
spend a lot of money and be very
disappointed.”
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Dr. Michael Raupp, University
of Maryland.

¢ Build Your Skills — Basic
Turf Soil Management, Joann
Gruttadaurio, Cornell Univer-
sity; Turfgrass IPM, Kevin
Trotta, North Rockland
CSD; Weed Identification and
Control, Joann Gruttadaurion,
Cornell University.
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Turf and Horticulture

e Lawn & Landscape —
Advancesin Integrating Biologi-
cal Controls Into Plant Health

Care, Dr. Michael Raupp, Uni-
versity of Maryland.

* Golf — Turfgrass Disease
Review (Including New Diseases
Such a Gray Leaf Spot), Dr. Pe-
ter Landschoot, Pennsylvania
State University.

¢ Environmental Issues —
The Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary System & Steward-
ship Where You Live, Work,
and Play, Joellen Zeh,
Audubon International; DEC
Certification Regulation
Changes, Ed Hanbach, NYS
DEC; Dow Does 48-Hours No-
tification Affect Your Business,

Bob Ottley, One Step
Lawncare; Legislative Pro-
cess/Current Legislation, Pat
Hooker, New York.
Farm Bureau; 48-Hour Notifi-
cation: Working With Your
Legislator, Michael Maffei,
CGCS, Back O'Beyond, Inc.
Conference hours are from 8
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., with registra-
tion beginning at 7 a.m. For
more information, call NYSTA
at 800-873-8873, 518-783-1229.
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Now it’s easy to know whether you have the best
turfgrass mixtures and blends available. Just look for
the Jacklin Genetics label.

The Jacklin Genetics label on the bag says you're
planting turf seed varieties with:
e the industry’s leading private research and
breeding program behind them
* a wealth of innovation that has led the world in
turfgrass development for nearly seven decades
* proven performance that combines unsurpassed
color, turf quality and disease resistance with

higher seed yields

You never have to wonder if the best is in the
bag when the Jacklin name is on it. So ask for
Jacklin Seed. And if you don't see the Jacklin Genetics
label on the blends and mixes you're considering,

ask “why not?”
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