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Pure Seed attacked 
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with a butterfly." 
Pure Seed Testing is owned by Bill 

Rose, who also owns Turf-Seed Inc. He 
said his company will have to absorb the 
loss because insurance covered only seed 
and seed stock, not experimental plants. 

E-MAIL COMMUNIQUE 
In an e-mail communique to the com-

pany and media outlets, the Anarchist 
Golfing Association wrote that "the 
biotech industry usually hides behind the 
racist aura of feeding the Third World. 
But as you can see, these crops are grown 
for profit and the pleasure of the rich and 
have no social value." 

The message continued: "Grass, like 
industrial culture, is invasive and per-
meates every aspect of our lives. While 
the golf trade journals claim that golf 
courses provide suitable habitat for 
wildlife, we see them as a destroyer of 
all things wild." 

The anarchist group apparently be-
lieved that Pure Seed was conducting 
genetic engineering work on grasses, 
Fricker said. "The irony of it is that 
those were all naturally bred grasses 
they destroyed, having nothing at all to 
do with genetic work," she said. 

"We were doing one risk-assessment 
project to determine if it's wise or safe to 
introduce genetically altered grasses into 
the environment," she added. "And in 
fact, our data were showing that we should 
not have open-pollenated transgenic 
bentgrass, and that we need to go to-
wards something like male sterility, so 
that the gene won't be carried in the 
pollen. That's what they attacked - the 
research that would have proven their 
point, and maybe stopped some of this. 

"We were the only company doing that 
sort of research," Fricker said. "There 
are some companies producing geneti-
cally altered products without doing the 
research. In our opinion, she said, "they 
hit the wrong place and shut down some-
thing I think they might have supported." 

Fricker seemed particularly disheart-
ened by the loss of her research work on 
experimental varieties of grasses. The 
vandals destroyed a strain of tall fescue 
that survives a low pH factor, she said. 
They hit another tall fescue that is resis-
tant to brown-patch disease - a major 
disease in the Southeast and even in Cali-
fornia. They also ruined a salt-tolerant 
perennial rye grass and a creeping fescue 
that was naturally tolerant to Roundup. 

"We'd been working on some of these 
things for six years," Fricker said. 

Researcher follows anti-golf groups 
Barry Clausen, a specialist in eco-

terrorism, said there are several groups 
in the country that see golf courses as 
"an evil." Clausen, of Redding, Calif., 
has written a book, soon to be released, 
called "Burning Rage - The Growing 
Anger Within My Country." He said the 
movement is led by people 
"who think all mining is bad, 
all logging is bad, all golfing is 
bad. They recruit high school 
and college kids, who get brain-
washed, and the result is the 
kind of destruction you see at 
Pure Seed." 

A golf enthusiast himself, Clausen said 
the attackers "probably didn't care that 
no genetic research was going on. It's 
about sabotaging golf courses. They hate 
golf courses, because in order to build 
them you have to tear up natural areas." 

According to Clausen, golf courses 
have been on the eco-terrorism hit list 
since 1995, when the Earth First ¡Jour-
nal advocated sabotaging courses and 
described how to do it. 

"There are numerous courses across 
the country where they have blown up 
the greens," he said. "At one resort in 

Washington state, they tore up nine 
greens and then put a stink bomb in 
the ventilation system during a con-
vention. There was also a bombing on 
the PGA Tour, in Akron, Ohio, where 
a bomb went off in a trash can and two 
people were injured. PGA officials said 

a kid had thrown an M-80 in 
there, but it was a bomb. I 

J f i got the reports from Bureau 
0 of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-

arms. 
In the 1995 Earth First! 

Journalarticle, entitled "Golf 
Course Maintenance," read-

ers were told that golf "is the sport of 
the aristocrat and the poser aristo-
crat." Among the "tips" offered by the 
anonymous author were these: 

• "Forget all that you've heard about 
pouring gasoline or Roundup on the 
greens. Don't even bother carving up 
the tees or stealing golf carts. Just cut 
off that IV from the aquifer." It de-
tailed exactly how to destroy irriga-
tion systems. 

• "Hit the greens first, and repeat-
edly. " 

— J a y F i n e g a n 

IT'S IN THE BAG! 
Stress Relief for Your Turf 

Heat stress, drought stress, salt stress, insect and 

disease pressure all take their toll on your turf. 

VigaROOT is a NEW turfgrass management tool 

designed to help reduce stress and stimulate root 

growth through enhanced water and nutrient uptake. 

VigaROOT's dry formulation combines humic acid, 

seaweed and yucca extracts, beneficial bacteria, 

and fully chelated iron, zinc and manganese. 

VigaROOT is packaged in a pre-measured foil bag 

to provide easy use and ensure longer shelf life and 

stability. This means no settling or "bowling balls" 

and the fully chelated micronutrients guarantee 

outstanding tank mix flexibility. 

So relax. There's no need for stress; a schedule of 

quick, cost-effective applications of VigaROOT can 

return turf to peak performance perfection! 
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: : : : : THE COLOR OF INNOVATION™ 

NATIONAL* is a Registered,Trademark oí National Mower Company • ¡ • I 

21" of reel outside the wheel. That's a 
claim the others can't make. With a 
National's flexible design, sand 
bunkers, curbs, or any trimming 
tasks are well within reach. 

Contact us for a test drive: 
1-888-907-3463 
www.nationalmower.com 

NATIONAL MOWER COMPANY 
700 Raymond Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
Fax (651)646-2887 

Email sales@nationalmower.com 

Outreaches The 
Pretty Boys 
That's The Beauty Of A National. 

http://www.nationalmower.com
mailto:sales@nationalmower.com

