
SUPPLIER BUSINESS 

The Andersons wrap 
up Scotts Co. acquisition 

B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 
MAUMEE, Ohio — Just five months 

after signing a letter of intent to ac-
quire the Scotts Co.'s U.S. professional 
turf business, Andersons, Inc. an-
nounced June 1 that the transaction 
has been completed. The 
company has now entered 
into a transition strategy to 
get its new sales team up to 
speed. 

"For the size of the deal and 
number of people involved, it 
[the acquisition] went very 
smoothly," said General Man-
ager Tom Handel. "We are now 
working on getting our sales 
people lined up and aimed in the right 
direction." 

The Andersons are also working to 
quell rumors and communicate what 
this acquisition means to the golf course 
industry. 

"There was a lot of speculation from a 
variety of sources that there was going to 
be some huge difference in Scotts prod-
ucts after June 1," said John Henson, 

Tom Handel 

marketing manager for the Anderson's 
Processing Group. 

"The product in the bag will remain the 
same," said Handel. "Down the road the 
bag may look slightly different, but the 
contents will be the same." 

Andersons acquired the 
ProTurf, Contec and PolyS 
brand names from Scotts but 
will only be able to use the 
Scotts logo, the green oval, 
during the transition period. 
Andersons also signed a long-
term supply agreement with 
Scotts. 

In order to ease through the 
transition process, said 

Henson, Andersons will spend the next 
several months visiting superintendents 
and distributors to evaluate their needs, 
concerns and expectations. 

The company will also be working on 
bringing new products to market. 

"We have a lot of innovative energy and 
we have some things in the hopper that we 
think will be exciting to the future of our 
business and the industry," said Handel. 

Mid-Course 
Restrooms 

Romtec pre-engineered 
restrooms are a 
perfect match 
for your 
course. 

Many styles & f loor plans 

C o m p l e t e building kits. Y o u install o r w e install 

P l u m b e d facilities include top-quality f ixtures 

Self-contained odor-free vault toilets -

n o w a t e r o r s e w e r needed 

Call today for Free Video & Catalogs 

541-496-3541 
w w w . r o m t e c - i n c . c o m 

Email: romtec@rosenet.net 
© 2000, Romtec, Inc. 

Restroom Design & Engineering Specialists 

EPA reduces 
Dursban rates 

B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 
WASHINGTON — The Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) re-
leased its revised risk assessment 
for chlorpyrifos (Dursban) June 8 
and has signed an agreement with 
Dow AgroSciences and other regis-
trants to eliminate and phase out cer-
tain uses of the popular insecticide. 

While Dursban use has been can-
celed in home and garden applica-
tions, agricultural and golf course 
uses are remain relatively intact. On 
golf courses, the EPA has reduced 
the application rate from four pounds 
per acre to one pound per acre. 

Of the 35 insects on the Dursban 
Pro label, only six will be effected 
by the reduced rate ruling said 
Dow's Mike Melichar, customer 
agronomist for turf, ornamental and 
technical products. 

"Control of annual bluegrass wee-
vil, black turfgrass ataenius, mole 

Continued on page 28 

Zeneca targets 
owners, managers 

WILMINGTON, Del. — Zeneca Pro-
fessional Products has taken a new ap-
proach to marketing its products by di-
rectly targeting golf course management 
companies and owners. 

"There is consolidation on every level," 
said National Accounts Manager, David 
Ross. "Management companies are pur-
chasing other courses and smaller man-
agement firms and local courses are form-
ing buying groups." 

At the same time courses are under 
increasing pressure to keep costs down 
and one way to do that is by reducing 
inputs, said Ross. "Instead of having our 
prices driven down we are going to the 
source to learn more about what they do 
and how they make decisions," he said. 

So far, Ross has found that the superin-
tendent often has the final call in purchas-
ing decisions, but the owner has some 
influence as well. "We are trying to give the 
owners more information so that when he 
has a conversation with the superintendent 
he is on a more even footing," said Ross. 

— A n d r e w O v e r b e c k 

Golf Course News STOCK REPORT (6/16)' 
Company Symbol Stock %Change %Change P/E 52-week Proj.5-yr 

Price 1/1/00 5/15/00 Range Earn. Growth 

Astrazeneca AZN 42.375 1.50 -3.14 65.04 31-47.88 9.3% 
Deere & Co. DE 41.125 -2.95 -7.58 35.4 30.31-49.32 9.5% 
Dow Chemical Co. DOW 108.675 -18.06 -7.36 17.25 92-141.5 8.1% 
Family Golf Centers FGCIQ 0.3125 -77.78 0.00 N/A 0.25-9.5 N/A 
Golf T rust of Amer. GTA 15.8125 -6.64 -6.30 12.96 14.5-25.75 8.5% 
Ingersoll-Rand IR 43.8125 -20.43 -7.15 12.55 34.25-69.875 12.2% 
Leseo Inc. LSCO 14.25 -16.18 -8.06 10.14 12.25-19.5 17.5% 
Nat'l Golf Prop. TEE 21.8675 9.81 9.81 16.52 18.38-27.75 9.3% 
Toro Co. TTC 34.3125 -8.04 11.13 11.89 29-39.5 12.0% 
Textron Inc. TXT 56.5 -26.32 -14.15 12.65 51-91.75 14.2% 

•DATA PROVIDED BY VALUE TREND LINKS, LINKS FUND UP 11.14% IN m WWW.GOLFMUTUALFUND.COM 

New Technology 
for Turf Irrigation 

TÑ20 
Soil Moisture Meter 

• Portable 
• Accurate+/-2% 

Quick survey 
Soil moisture Control Chart 
included 

TMLC 
Moisture Level Control 

• Automatic zone control 
by soil moisture 

• Accurate % water set point 
• Adapts to any controller 
• Buried sensor ^ l o ^ 

Toll Free: t-800-896-7108 
Fax: 281-564-5200 

email: sales@dynamax.com 
10808 Fallstone • Suite 350 • Houston, TX 77099 
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e-industry 
Continued from page 25 

"I am not going to go to everyone's 
individual web site," he said. "That is 
going in the wrong direction, we need a 
one-stop-shop." 

Randy Nichols, superintendent at Chero-
kee Town and Country Club in Dunwoody, 
Ga., and a Greentrac.com user has been 
impressed with the cost and time savings 
available on-line. "Every time I have placed 
an eRFP I have saved the club money, 
anywhere from 10 to 35 percent," he said. 

Exactly how the Internet will alter ex-
isting vendor relationships is still unclear, 
although some companies are envision-
ing a new sales model. 

Linde Sorensen, managing director of 
Internet services for Toro Co., believes that 
the Internet will not replace face-to-face 
customer support, but will enhance it. 

"It may get salespeople out providing 
training and product support and help them 
spend less time pushing paper," she said. 

Casey Pearson, director of e-business 
for Textron Golf and Turf, looks to take it 
one step further. 

"I see customers using [on-line] 
'configurators' to put together specific com-
binations of accessories that they are look-
ing for in a piece of equipment," he said. 

However, companies are approaching 
the young e-commerce industry with 
guarded optimism. 

"We are taking the conservative ap-
proach," said Sorensen. "We are looking at 
all the sites. There is not one solution." t 

— A n d r e w O v e r b e c k 

Dursban rates 
Continued from page 24 

crickets and three types of grubs require 
greater than one pound rates," said 
Melichar. "Insects such as ants, army 
worms, cutworms, chinch bugs, chiggers, 
tics and crickets will all be controlled at the 
one pound rate. The rate will still control 85 
percent of the insects listed." 

Dow will have to change the Dursban 
Pro label to reflect the new rates by Decem-
ber, but Melichar said that all product with 
the current label, including stock purchased 
between now and December can be legally 
applied until Dec. 1, 2001. f* 

Periodicals postage paid at Yarmouth, Maine, 
and additional mailing office. Golf Course News 
(ISSN 1054-0644) is published monthly by United 
Publications, Inc., 106 Lafayette St., P.O. Box 
997, Yarmouth, ME 04096 . Phone number is 
207-846-0600. 

The publisher assumes no responsibility for unso-
licited material or prices quoted in the newspaper. 
Contributors are responsible for proper release of 
proprietary classified information. Copyright 2000 
by United Publications Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction, in whole and in part, without the 
written permission from the publisher is expressly 
prohibited. 

Reprints may be obtained from Reprint Man-
agement Services at 71 7-560-2001. Back issues, 
when available, cost $7 each within the past 12 
months, $ 1 2 each prior to the past 12 months. Back 
issue orders must be paid in advance either by 
check or charged to American Express, Visa or 
MasterCard. 

Golf Course News is distributed in the U.S. 
without charge to qualified personnel of golf 
course facilities and to golf course builders, 
developers and architects. Non-qualified sub-
scriptions to the U.S. and Canada cost $60. All 
foreign subscriptions cost $140 annually to cover 
air delivery. All payments must be made in U.S. 
funds drawn on a U.S. bank. For subscriber 
services, please call 215-788-7112 S e n d 
address changes to Golf Course News, P.O. Box 
3047, Langhorne, Pa. 19047-3047. 

BRIDGE ^ ^ ^ ^ 
8301 State Highway 29 N, Alexandria, MN 56308 USA 

Phone: 320-852-7500 Fax: 320-852-7067 
E-Mail: conbridg@contlnentalbridge.com • www.continentalbridge.com 

New#l Rated 
Sportsturf! 
Rated # l in national trials -
Cavalier Zoysia is excellent for golf 
course fairways, tee boxes, sports 
fields, and home lawns. Let us show 
you a look you haven't seen before. 
It's like playing on carpet! 

Cavalier Zoysia features: can be 
established from sprigs or sod • 
fine leaf texture • high shoot 
density • long slenderleaves • cold 
hardy • good shade • tolerance • 
good salt tolerance • low water 
use • resistance to insects 

HARCO DUCTILE IRON 
FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations 
including "knock-on" repair couplings. 
High Strength, high corrosion 
resistance. 
The Harrington Corporation 

P.O. Box 10335 
Lynchburg, Va 24506 

804-845-7094 Fax 845-8562 

m GILL 
I M I L L E R I 
by Golf Course Architects 

122 North 2nd Street • River Falls, WI 54022 
715-425-9511 • e-mail: info@gillmiller.com 

visit our website www.gillmiller.com 

Design • Renovation 
Master Planning • Practice Centers 

Member: American Society of Golf Course Architects 

PEDESTRIAN & VEHICULAR Order Direct From The Leading Manufacturer in U.S. 
• Complete Prefabricated Packages • Ready for Fast Erection 
• Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S. • Custom Design & Engineering 

CALL 800-777-8648 
P.O. Box A • Morrisville, NC 27560 

Tel. 919/467-6155 • FAX 919/469-2536 

Repel Geese and Ducks 
from Grass! 

Eliminate mess and 
property damage! 

Food-grade, biodegradable 
taste-aversion agent. 
Renders food sources 
unpalatable and inedible 
so geese leave. Easy to 
use - just spray onto grass. 
1 gallon (per acre) $95 

THE BIRD CONTROL "X-PERTS" 

GooffC/Mf£ 
800-662-5021 

1 800-345-1960 w w w . p r e c i s i o n u s a . c o m 

Sub-Surface Aeration, Fans & Blowers 

Breeze Master 

Quiet! 

T H M £ M A D M R S Í N A / M M O V M M M N T Above and Below Ground 
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