BASF closes
American
Cyanamid
acquisition

By ANDREW OVERBECK

RALEIGH, N.C. — The con-
solidation trend in the agro-
chemical industry continues to
march forward as BASF an-
nounced July 1, a mere three
and a half months after signing
an initial contract, that it has
closed its acquisition of Ameri-
can Cyanamid. The two compa-
nies are now on the integration
fast track to sort out the product
lines that will be handled by
BASF’s TopPro subsidiary and
which ones will be handled by
BASF Specialty Products.

“As we look forward we are
going to try to draw the line that
BASF Specialty Products will
continue to sell and handle the
proprietary products that service
our markets. TopPro will tend to
handle the generic or commod-
ity type products, although that
line gets fuzzy and we are trying
to figure out which shop some
products belong in,” said Steve
Briggs, the former head of
American Cyanamid’s Specialty
Products Division and now vice
president of Memphis, Tenn.-
based TopPro.

Bill Baxter is the new head of
the turf and ornamental group of
Raleigh-based BASF Specialty
Products.

While BASF has set a target
date of Oct. 1 to have both compa-
nies operating as one, in the short
term products will still be avail-
able through normal channels.

“We are going to run both busi-
nesses ‘as is’ to satisfy customer
needs and demands,” said Briggs.
“By early 2001 we will figure out
what’s best for both the custom-
ers and the organization.”

Briggs expects to have 90 per-
cent of the product line deter-
mined this fall, but the other 10
percent may take until 2001.

PENDULUM

“Pendimethalin (Pendulum) is
an example of one that we are
struggling with right now,” he
said. “We use a lot of the field
people in BASF Specialty Prod-
ucts to help service that prod-
uct. But since it is older and has
some possible pending generic
competition, it may be best to
keep it in TopPro. We have to
decide whether to change the
business philosophy and hire
more people in the field or do
something different on the dis-
tribution end to make it work.”

MACH 2

Another product that is up in
the air is MACH 2, the popular
insecticide that was developed
jointly by American Cyanamid

Continued on page 29
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Cagle wins Master Greenkeeper degi&r{‘&igy "5 BARCELONA, Spain —

20 06 Barcelona European Golf Show

Stuart Cagle, superintendent at Old Oakland program. The MG program is Si to the (BEGS), a new exhibition orga-
Golf Club, in Indianapolis, has been named a certification program run by th 54»&& nized by International Manage-
Master Greenkeeper (MG). He is the sixth MG~ Superintendents Association of Ame 9 y ment Group (IMG) hasbeeninked
in the United States and the 23rd in the world. ~the examination is more in-depth, consisting of |/ Jor a debut Feb. 16-18, 2001 here
The presentation of his blazer, plaque and badge  two three-hour essay exams and a thorough in Barcelona. Show organizers cite
will take place in January in Harrogate, North review of the applicant’s golf course, including the current lack of exhibition in
Yorkshire, England, at the annual show of the everything from playing conditions and Southern Europe and the status of
British and International Golf Greenkeeper As- maintence facilities to safety records and staff Spainas the current European golf
sociation (BIGGA), which administers the MG  uniforms. tourism “hotspot” as the main rea-
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Concorde ssT

fNy Super Stick Technology For All
Seasons...All Major Diseases

New Concorde SST offers proven disease control with maximum staying power. This
formulation includes new Super Stick Technology (SST™), with adhesion properties
that are bound to set an industry standard for tenacity. A contact fungicide you can
use all season, Concorde SST will control 14 turf diseases, including algae, brown
patch, dollar spot, leaf spot, melting out, anthracnose, rust and red thread. Its multi-
site mode-of-action helps prevent fungicide resistance and is ideal for all turf disease
programs. Use it now and all year long. Find it at www.griffinllc.com

When you purchase Concorde SST, Griffin. Griffin L.L.C.
you support The GCSAA Foundation's 1-800-237-1854
“Investing in the Beauty of Golf” Campaign.

Always read and follow label directions. ©2000 Griffin L.L.C. Concorde ™, SST ™ Griffin L.L.C. 6025-01-7/00


http://www.griffinllc.com

Golf Course Marketplace
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A Visible Marking System
You Can Mow Right Over

& Speeds up play - Reduces playing
time up to 30 minutes per round

o Costeffective - Paysforitself in
months - Lasts for years

+ More enjoyment - No pacing and
hunting for sprinkler heads

& Available inall colors

« Proven at thousands of courses around the world :
www: Kirbymarkers.com

e-mail: Kirbymarkr@aol.com

The Kirby Marker System
760-931-2624 « 800-925-4729 o Fax 760-931-1753

FORE!

as the FUTU RF of

- Join us
iéolf course irrigai

We welcome inquiries: 909.949.62 10 or www.soltisgolf.com

AMNATED BRIDGES

Order Direct From The Leading Manufacturer in U.S.
« Complete Prefabricated Packages » Ready for Fast Erection
o Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S. e Custom Design & Engineering

(\m CALL 800-777-8648

P.O. Box A e Morrisville, NC 27560
oot i Tel. 919/467-6155 « FAX 919/469-2536
——r

PEDESTRIAN & VEHICULAR

HARCO DUCTILE IRON
FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations
including "knock-on" repair couplings.
High Strength, high corrosion
resistance.

The Harrington Corporation
P.O. Box 10335

Lynchburg, Va 24506 s

k 804-845-7094 Fax 845-8562 Y,

= GILL
MILLERE

Golf Course Architects

122 North 2nd Street * River Falls, WI 54022
715-425-9511 * e-mail: info@gillmiller.com
visit our website www gillmiller.com

Design ® Renovation
Master Planning ¢ Practice Centers

Member: American Society of Golf Course Architects
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You’ll want to play 4
barefoot on our
certified grasses.

£ o Tifton 419 « Sprig Planting Service * layand Play
A« Midlawn « Laying Machinery Fairway Cuts (seasonal)
de El Toro Zoysia Rentals * Pads
Lie Meyer Z-52 Zoysia » Row Planting Service « Big Rolls
G * Cavalier Zoysia

P.O. BOX 56440 « LITTLE ROCK, AR 72215

\ t/ / 1-800-666-0007 501-975-6238‘1 www.quailvalley.com

Quail Valley GRASSES

SPORTS *» GOLF » COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL - SOD PRODUCERS

barefoot walkin' thick _f

Repel Geese and Ducks
from Grass!
Eliminate mess and
property damage!
Food-grade, biodegradable

taste-aversion agent.
Renders food sources
unpalatable and inedible
so geese leave. Easy to
use — just spray onto grass.

1 gallon (per acre) $95

THE BIRD CONTROL “X-PERTS”

BIRD-K)S
300 N. ELIZABETH ST. DEPT. GCN

CHICAGO IL 60607 WWW.BIRD-X.COM
312-BAN-BIRD  312-226-2480 FAX

GOOSECHASE

800-662-5021

s . CONTINENTAL"
—=———BRIDGE =

Where Leadership is Expected
8301 State Highway 29 N, Alexandria, MN 56308 USA « Phone: 320-852-7500 Fax: 320-852-7067
E-Mail: conbridg@continentalbridge.com Website: www.continentalbridge.com

CALENDAR

AUGUST
9-10 — Penn State Turfgrass Field Days.
Contact 814-863-3475

SEPTEMBER

7-8 — Southwest Horticultural Trade
Show & Conference. Contact 480-966-1610

12 — Clemson University Turfgrass Re-
search and Education Field Day. Contact
864-656-2565

12-13 — University of California,
Riverside’s Annual Turfgrass and Land-
scape Research Conferences and Field Day.
Contact 909-787-3575

NOVEMBER
14-16 — New York Turf and Grounds
Exposition in Syracuse. Contact 800-873-
8873.
14-16 — Penn State Golf Turf Confer-
ence. Contact 814-863-3475.

BASF sorting out
product lines

Continued from page 3

and Rohm and Haas Co. The con-
tract between the two companies
stipulates that if one of the partners
is involved in a merger or acquisi-
tion with another company, the re-
maining partner has the first op-
tion to retain the company (RohMid
LLC), sell it to the other party or
continue the joint venture with the
new company.

“It resides more on the legal side
at this point,” said Briggs. “But
Rohm and Haas is in the driver’s
seat—it is up to them to buy, to
pass or to renegotiate [the joint
venture].”

Once the product lines are sorted,
BASF Specialty Products and TopPro
will run as parallel businesses servic-
ing a similar customer base with dif-
ferent products. “Being a commod-
ity company we will concentrate on
the distributor side and BASF Spe-
cialty Products will use more sales
representatives to focus on the end-
user,” said Briggs.
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