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FESTUS, Mo. — Mike Murphy has
proposed building a golf course on city-
owned property near the water-treat-
ment plant. Murphy worked with Hale
Irwin on the Quail Creek golf course in
south St. Louis County and on others.
Murphy said he would like to start the
course next year and open in May 2001.
It would be privately operated on prop-
erty leased from Festus.

STOWE, Vt. — The Stowe Moun-
tain Resort is finishing its revised ap-
plication for an Act 250 land-use per-
mit for a golf course development.
Stowe filed for an Act 250 master plan
permit earlier this year for an 18-hole
course, 486-unit residential develop-
ment, eight-mile snowmaking pipeline
to Waterbury reservoir, and anew base
lodge at Spruce Peak. Act 250 is
Vermont's land use development law.
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HALLANDALE, Fla. — The new
Diplomat Resort and Country Club has
broken ground. The resort, and its 18-
hole Joe Lee-redesigned course, is
scheduled to be completed for a gala
opening celebration on Dec. 31. Devel-
oped and built by Driscoll Development,
the project is designed to complement
the new 1,000-room Diplomat Hotel.
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EWS
New survey shows growth in Canadian golf

Western provinces show
highest participation rates

OAKVILLE, Ontario, Canada — Cana-
dians embrace the game of golf more
than any other country in the world, based
on a report released by the Royal Cana-
dian Golf Association (RCGA).

In 1998, 5.2 million Canadians — 20.5
percent of the population—played golf,
representing an 8-percent increase in the
golf population in this country since 1996.
These figures put Canada at the forefront
of international golf participation, based
on “The 1999 Golf Participation in Canada
Survey Report” and the most recent inter-
national golf participation data.

In the United States, 26.4 million people
golf, representing 11.9 percent of the
American population, according to the
mostrecentresults. The participation rate
in New Zealand — the nation ranked sec-
ond to Canada in this regard — is 12.6
percent (480,000 golfers) and in Japan, the
third-ranked nation, the rate is 12.5 per-
cent, representing 15.7 million golfers.

“For years, we have felt that golf in
Canada has been growing,” said RCGA
Executive Director Stephen Ross. “These
results quantify that feeling. The Cana-
dian golf industry can pat itself on the
back for helping to boost the game’s popu-
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larity. It is now our responsibility to pro-
vide Canadian golfers with all the re-
sources and services they need to play
this game of a lifetime.”

A significant part of the new growth is
in the female and junior golfer segments

of the population. For the first time this
decade, it appears that female golf is on
the rise, experiencing a 12-percent in-
crease in two years, from 1,307,000 in

1996 to 1,469,000 last year. Of the 387,000
Continued on page 4
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Bell receives NGF’s Graffis award

JUPITER, Fla.— Judy Bell, the first female
president of the United States Golf Association
(USGA), has been named to receive the Na-
tional Golf Foundation’s (NGF) Graffis Award.

The annual award recognizes outstanding
contributions to the game in the tradition of
Herb and Joe Graffis, who co-founded the NGF
in 1936 and worked diligently to promote the
ideals and growth of the game.

An outstanding amateur golfer and U.S. Curtis
Cup Team member, Bell's involvement with the
USGA began in 1961 when she was named to the
first of four terms as a member of the U.S. Junior
Girls Committee. She left her first mark on golf
historyin 1987 when she became the first woman
to be named to the USGA’s 16-member Execu-
tive Committee. She became the association’s
president nine years later.
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additional golfers in Canada
since 1996, 42 percent are fe-
male, and the number of female
junior golfers increased 60 per-
cent in that same time — from
58,000 to 93,000.

“When we compare the 1996
and 1998 data, there is reason to
be optimistic about this growth,”
said Paul MacDonald, RCGA di-

rector of membership develop-
ment. “As a point-in-time study,
this survey indicates that 1998
was simply a good year for golf.
However, we believe there ismore
to it than this. The participation
rate is up. The total number of
golfers is up and the total number
of rounds is up. These are the
three key indicators of growth.”

Additionally, the total number
of junior golfers jumped 18.4 per-
centin the two-year period, from
359,000 to 425,000 young golf-
ers, translating into a junior par-
ticipation rate of 18 percent, up
from 15 percent two years ago.
We're thrilled junior golf is fi-
nally showing signs of growth,”
said MacDonald.

“I think it validates the efforts
of the RCGA, the Canadian Pro-
fessional Golfers’ Association
and the provincial golf associa-
tions with respect to our Future
Links junior program in the last
four years. Perhaps our efforts
are starting to bear fruit, which
bodes well for the future health
of the game.”

DETAILED FINDINGS

e Saskatchewan enjoys the
highest golf participation rate in
the country, at 32 percent.
Ontario has the largest number
of golfers, with more than 2 mil-
lion. Quebec was the only prov-
ince to experience a decrease in
total number of golfers, which
fell 2 percent.

e The number of rounds
played per season has increased
from 67 million in 1996 to 72
million in 1998.

¢ The number of core golfers
(those paying eight or more
rounds per season) reached 2.1
million in 1998, up 16 percent
from 1.8 million in 1996.

e The number of beginner
golfers increased 20.5 percent
from 1996 to 1998, from 347,000
to 418,000. The average begin-
ner tees up for the first time at 30
years old.

e In 1998, 72 percent of the
golf population was male, nearly
tripling the 28 percent of females
who participated in the game.

e The typical Canadian golfer
is a40-year-old'male with a white-
collar job, earning more than
$50,000 a year.

The marketing and research
firm of Jarvis, Sherman and
Jarvis was commissioned to man-
age and report on the survey —
conducted by Market Facts of
Canada. More than 8,000 house-
holds responded to the three-
month survey earlier this year,
representing more than 15,700
individuals.

Information about all RCGA
events and programs — includ-
ing an executive summary of the
survey and information on how
the full 60-page report can be
purchased — can be found at
www.rcga.org on the Internet or
by call 800-263-0009.
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