SUPPLTER BUSINESS

Q&A: STNI’s Roberts considers turf market boom

77’8 turf business has been
thriving of late along with
the boom in golf course construc-
tion world wide. GCN recently
caught up with Don Roberts, vice
president and managing director
of Southern Turf Nurseries Inc.

(STNI) to talk about the rea-
sons for the increase in the
amount of turf grass sod on golf

courses and to see how STNI
was meeting the demand.

Golf Course News: What as-
pects of today’s market have lead
toincreased demand of turfgrasses
and what role has STNI had during
this growth period?

Don Roberts: Southern Turf
was one of the first companies

that focused primarily on warm
season grasses and tif-hybrids
and we have developed turf va-
rieties that have become the
standard for the industry. And
since warm season grasses au-
tomatically require either sod-
ding or sprigging for grow in,
turf sales have increased.
However, back in the early to

mid-80’s you were
looking at mostly
sprigging for grow-in,
and with the right plan-
ning it worked pretty
well. But in the last
decade there has been
a huge increase in the

amount of sod being Don Roberts

used on the typical golf
course project because owners
want to speed up the opening
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means is not usually efficient or effective in
treating the calcium deficiency of turfgrass. Once
applied, the common forms of liming materials
can rapidly change to compounds that are
insoluble in water and not readily available to the
plant. Continuous applications over long time
periods are necessary to effect even modest
improvements in calcium uptake.

Quelant*Ca is a newly available amino acid
chelated calcium product that corrects calcium
deficiencies in turfgrass upon application.
Quelant*Ca provides readily available calcium
chelated with amino acids so that it is easily
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Addition of calcium to the soil by traditional

absorbed by the leaves and/or the roots of the plant

regardless of most soil and water conditions. The unique
formulation of amino acids used for chelation was

developed not only to facilitate absorption by the
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leaves and roots, but to increase mobility of the
calcium within the plant as well.

Quelant™Ca is normally applied as a foliar spray
and may also be applied through fertigation,
Either way, it is tank-mix compatible with
herbicides, soluble fertilizers, insecticides,
fungicides and plant growth regulators. It will even
help improve the efficiency of most of these
treatments by increasing their absorption and
translocation within the plant.

Best of all, Quelant™Ca is economical to use and
it protects theé environment.

Quelant™-Ca — a true systemic. It's new...i's unique...

date, they want to pro-
tect the environment
by controlling erosion
and they want to limit
the costly effects of
washouts. More
people realize that us-
ing more sod saves
time and money in
the long run.

GCN: How much more sod is
being used these days?

Roberts: The total amount of
sod being used on a golf course
today has risen. Ten acres of sod
used to be the design standard
for a warm weather course, but
now that number is closer to 40
acres, and the number of courses
that are going with total sod has
increased as well.

GCN: What are some of the
projects that have gone total sod
this year?

Roberts: Greyhawk in Canton,
Ga. was a total sod course and we
are seeing one to two ayearin the
Atlanta area choose to go all the
way. We also just upped the
amount of sod for Twin Eagles in
Naples, Fla. because they wanted
to speed up their grow in time,
which is great for business.

But it also scares us a bit be-
cause anticipating demand is so
hard to plan for. With the sheer
volume of turf needed, we've
started to automatically figure 10
to 15 percent more per order since
the client always needs extra turf.
As we near the end of the season
this year we are scrambling to
get the extra turf needed.

GCN: What is going on with
the overseas markets?

Roberts: I just returned from
the Hong Kong/China golf show
in Shenzen and that was very
positive. There are a number of
things going on over there and
the business potential is great.
Also in Asia, the Philippines has
remained very stable. Europe is
strong as well and we just opened
a turf farm in Chile to grow cool
season grasses.

GCN: Are you looking to start
up more farms overseas?

Roberts: Having farms inter-
nationally will help tremendously
because it gives our clients more
value for their money—they don’t
have to pay for freight, customs,
etc. It also means that we don’t
have to go through the exporta-
tion process on our side—totally
cleaning the turfand making sure
that it is free of all insects and
soil. The only challenge is get-
ting the registered-class turfover
to the specific country and grow-

and nothing else works quite like it! ing it in to make sure that we

have a certified variety.

GCN: Do you think the
turfgrass market will continue
to expand?

PSS NI RGN NENONASRIRREENETRRERRRS

For more information about Quelant™Ca call
Nutramax Laboratories’ at: 800-925-5187
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Roberts: Certainly. This year
AR LABORATORIES, INC., has been greatand we anticipate
AGRICULTURE DIVISION a better year next year. I don’t
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