SUPPL

BUSINESS

Asian market perspective: E-Z-GO's Dan Boling weighs in

an Boling is manager ofAsian sales
Jor E-Z-GO. Based in Singapore,
Boling recently oversaw equipment con-
tracls with two courses in China and a
Jurther two in India. As an insider of the
Asian golf market, Boling was recently in
conversation with Golf Course News’s
Trevor Ledger.
GCN: What is your perception of the
state of golf in Asia right now?
BOLING: This economic crisis has
affected all sectors in the golf industry

regardless of whether it's ma-
chinery, irrigation, golf carts, de-
signers — it's had an effect on
everybody.

I don’t think this is something
that will change in the next three
to six months, this is going to take some
time to sort out but it’s a cycle and we feel
that it will only be a short period of time
before it starts to turn around.

GCN: Do you have a timeframe in mind?

BOLING: My opinion is that we haven’t

Qa

really hit bottom yet in some of the
countries. I think that may happen
around the first part of next year,
and that will be a period of what I
consider “flat line.”

After that point, it should start to
work its way back up and I would hope
that would happen some time around the
end of 1999.

GCN: You have just closed two deals in
India and two in China. Are these the
major markets in Asia right now?

"

.

-~~To.-Dormant Or:
<¢Discolored Turf!;

7 5

2

ey

s o

4

BECKER
UNDERWOOD .

Green Lawnger™ Turf Paint from Becker-
Underwood is the fastest way to restore the
natural green color to turf which is dormant,

discolored or damaged.

Ideal for golf courses and sports turf!
Green Lawnger helps keep fairways, tees and
greens looking healthy and lush. Revitalizes
worn areas of stadium turf and brightens up

stressed or overplayed fields.

Easily applied with many types of sprayers,
Green Lawnger blends in beautifully with
most grasses. Won't wash or wear off.
Call or write for more information!

Toll-Free 1-800-232-5907

801 Dayton Avenue
Ames, lowa 50010 U.S.A.
515-232-5907
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Mfg. in Datton, OH

Performance, value and versatility:
All par for the course.

As a mowing machine, the front-
wheel drive Steiner 230 offers superb
performance, durability, traction and
stability. But that’s only half the story.

In less than five minutes, a wide
range of Quick-Hitch™ attachments

Model 230
with Reel Mower

StEINER TURF EQUIPMENT, INC.

289 N. Kurzen Rd. + PO.Box 504 + Dalton, OH 44618 - Phone: 330/828-0200 + www:steinerturf.com

enable your 230 to become nearly any
kind of maintenance machine you can
imagine. You can sweep, blow, grade,
aerate and more. And, every Steiner
attachment is exceptionally easy to
use, designed for maximum produc-
tivity and built to last.

On fairways, nothing cuts like a
Steiner. And, when the going gets
rough, nothing works harder. For the
ultimate in quality, versatility,
performance and long-term value,
take a closer look at an all-
around champion. Visit your

Steiner dealer today.

A turf tractor with a different twist

Rotary Sweeper
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Rotary Mower
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BOLING: India, of course, is just com-
ing on board. China did so a couple of
years ago. China is now only second to
Japan as a market for golf cars in Asia.

GCN: What happens next for E-Z-GO
in Asia?

BOLING: We know this crisis is part
ofacycle. We arein it for the long run and
have developed new models which have
considered specific designs for the Asian
market.

I think that with
the overall eco-
nomic situation, the
customers will re-
member who contin-
ued to service them
instead of abandon-
ing the region.

GCN: What effect
has the formation of Textron Turfcare
and Specialty Products had on E-Z-GO
in Asia?

BOLING: They are still undergoing
their changes and we are not directly
affected as yet. There is a turf side to
Textron and a golf car side.

GCN: Do you foresee the success of E-
Z-GO in Asia being used as a springboard
for other members of the group such as
Ransomes or Jacobsen?

BOLING: Already my office here is
combined with different divisions of
Textron. Although we are in different
parts of the industry we are able, due to
sharing an office, to look at each other’s
different types of business.

GCN: With the devaluation of many
currencies in Asia, are the management
companies taking advantage of cheaper
property prices?

BOLING: It seems as though they
might well be waiting for the market to
hit rock bottom. A lot of people are look-
ing and I would say, yes, there will be
some purchases by foreign investors but
I don’t think the market has flat-lined yet.

GCN: When that low point is reached
how do you see the new market emerging?

BOLING: I think that it will be a more
cautious and mature market, but Asians
love golf.

As a matter of fact, what most people
aren’t talking about is the fact that the
golf courses are getting more play than
they ever have.

Obviously the rates are cheaper now
and, although we are not seeing much
construction, there are enough golf
courses in Thailand, for example, to
allow people to get on a golf course
quite easily.

Although the market is being hit by
the economic situation, I think everyone
agrees that golf is actually growing.
There is still very positive growth in
people playing.

GCN: So the crash has, in effect, al-
lowed the market the opportunity to
emerge in a much healthier state?

BOLING: Exactly, I believe so. The
amount of people playing right now is
proof that the sport is going to continue
to grow and the reduction of green fees
has lead the managers to realize that
they need to keep them within the grasp
of the average person.

When the tournaments are played —
the Johnnie Walker Classic in Thailand,
for example — I am sure you will see a
very large crowd because the interest is
still there.

Dan Boling
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