BRIEFS

DPC NAMES DEVELOPMENT CHIEF

ORLANDO, Fla. — Bob DiMar-
cantonio has joined Diamond Players
Club (DPC), an Orlando-based golf
management company, as vice presi-
dent, strategic planning and develop-
ment. DPC is headed by Arizona Dia-
mondbacks pitcher Todd Stottlemyre.

= Stottlemyre said
’ DiMarcantonio, a
former Walt
Disney World
business develop-
ment executive,
“will play a key
role in the expan-
sion of Diamond
Players Club into
aninternationally recognized provider
of affordable golf facilities, golf and
travel programs and branded clothing
and equipment. His extensive experi-
ence in development, leasing and op-
eration of golf, resort and theme prop-
erties adds a management dimension
vital to our growth.” DPC operates
Sweetwater Country Club and Diamond
Players Club Wekiva, both in Longwood,
Fla., and is building a new course, Dia-
mond Players Club Clermont, scheduled
to open in September.

MATRIX ADDS TWO

CRANBURY, N.J. — Matrix Golf &
Hospitalityis continuingits expansion with
the purchase of Jumping Brook Country
Club in Neptune and Ashbourne Country
Club in Cheltenham, Pa. Matrix teamed
with Senior Tour Players Inc. of Boston on
the Jumping Brook acquisition. Matrix,
which leased Ashbourne for the past four
years, plans to take the semi-private club
private over the next three years.

......................................................

RDC COMPLETES FORSGATE PURCHASE

PARSIPPANY, N.J. — An affiliate of
RDC Golf Group, now owns 100 percent of
Forsgate Country Clubin Jamesburg, hav-
ing purchased the 49-percent interest of
its former partner in the property, Na-
tional Fairways Inc. The two originally
bought the property in September 1997
for $24.4 million. Since the 1997 purchase,
RDC has invested more than $3.5 million
in capital improvements.

Bob DiMarcantonio

CMAA'’S SINGERLING HONORED

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — James
Singerling, executive vice president of the
Club Managers Association of America,
has been nominated to serve on the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Association Com-
mittee of 100. The committee is a presti-
gious group of chief staff executives in the
association community.
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Missouri Bluffs Golf Club, a Walters Management layout in Missouri.

Walters strikes gold in

St. Louis golf market

Management firm content to stay put — for now

By PETER BLAIS

Dennis Walters is bullish on the St. Louis marketplace.

“Twelve years ago it was probably on the endangered species
list, according to the National Golf Foundation,” said Walters,
president of St. Louis-based Walters Golf Management. “Since
then we've opened a number of new facilities. It's become avery
competitive market.”

Walters entered the golf business in 1962 when his father
bought Bogey Hills Golf & Country Club, a Wayne Clark-
designed layout in St. Charles, Mo. The course had laid dor-
mant for 25 years. Walters, who was in high school at the time,
did some redesign work with his dad (an optometrist), and the
course re-opened as a nine-hole layout later that year. Bogey
Hills expanded to 18 holes a decade later and went private in
1980. Walters became the club pro.

In the early 1980s, Walters decided to follow in his father’s
entrepreneurial footsteps and developed Whitmoor Country
Club, a private, 36-hole, Karl Litten design in St. Charles that
opened in 1988. That was followed by:

e Missouri Bluffs Golf Club, an 18-hole Tom Fazio layout in
St. Charles that opened in 1995 and Golf Digest later ranked the
No. 1 public golf course in the state.

¢ The Links at Dardenne, an 18-hole public course in O’Fallon,
and Gateway National Golf Links, an 18-hole Keith Foster
design with bentgrass fairways in Madison, Ill., both came on
line in 1998.

* The Golf Club of Wentzville (Mo.), an 18-hole public facility

Continued on page 34

Palmer receives
additional $50m :
from Olympus

SAN FRANCISCO — Arnold
Palmer Golf Management LLC
and Olympus Real Estate Corp., a
Dallas-based private real-estate in-
vestment firm affiliated with
Hicks, Muse, Tate & Furst Inc.,
have announced that Olympus has
committed an additional $50 mil-
lion to expand their partnership
to consolidate the golf course in-
dustry in a branded chain format.

“The relationship with Olympus
and Hicks, Muse has been very
successful so far,” said Palmer
Management founder Arnold
Palmer. “Their capital and real-
estate expertise have enabled us
to greatly accelerate the growth

Continued on page 36 Muskoka.

HEARIN’ THE RATTLE IN TORONTO

ClubLink Corporation-managed RattleSnake Point Golf Club in Milton, Ontario, opened
recently. Thomas McBroom designed the 45-hole private club, which spreads over 685 acres with
views of the Niagara Escarpment landmark that is its namesake. RattleSnake Point represents
ClubLink’s second development initiative, following on the heels of The Lake Joseph Club in

Tim O’Connor photo

The Links at RiverLakes Ranch, an Environmental Golf facility under
construction in Bakersfield, Calif.

Environmnetal Golf busy in Calif.

CALABASAS, Calif. — Environmental Golf has been busy
building several Southern California courses over the past few
months.

Westridge Golf Club in La Habra and The Links at RiverLakes
Ranch in Bakersfield are expected to open in early fall. Both
are 18-hole, daily-fee courses and will be operated by Environ-
mental Golf.

The Links at RiverLakes Ranch, a Ronald Fream/GolfPlan-
designed layout, is in the “grow-and-mow” stage with all holes
complete and all of its 12 lakes filled. Construction of the 8,000-
square-foot clubhouse is underway with opening scheduled for
September.

The back nine at Westridge Golf Club in La Habra is com-
plete. The construction crew is concentrating its efforts on the

Continued on page 35
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Friedlander joins Kohler as new general manager

KOHLER, Wis. — Stephen R.
Friedlander has joined Kohler
Co. in the newly created posi-
tion of general manager and di-
rector of golf. His responsibili-
ties include management of
overall operations at both
Blackwolf Run and Whistling
Straits golf courses, the two
championship venues that are

components of the Kohler re-
sort complex in Wisconsin.
Friedlander will direct golf, re-
tail, food-and-beverage, and turf
management.

Prior to joining Kohler Co.,
Friedlander worked for the golf
management firm KSL, most re-
cently as director of golf at Doral
Golf Resort and Spa in Miami,

Fla. At Doral, he supervised 99
holes of golf as well as tourna-
ment arrangements for the Doral-
Ryder Open on the PGA Tour.
Simultaneously, he directed 54
holes of golf at Grand Traverse
Resort (Traverse City, Mich).
Friedlander previously worked
for Ventana Canyon (Tucson,
Ariz.) and several private clubs in

his home state of Minnesota. A
PGA Class A-4 member, he has
been a golf professional since 1975
but considers that he actually be-
gan his golf career as a caddie at
age 10. He holds a master’s of
science degree in exercise physi-
ology from Arizona State Univer-
sity in Tempe, and a bachelor’s of
arts degree in physical education
from the College of St. Thomas in
St. Paul, Minn.

The Original and

a We've improved the formulation to increase the
synergistic action, making it even more
effective. Patents are pending for synergistic

activity.

e RegalStar® I1 will deliver superior results at
lower rates compared to earlier

formulations.

e Additional label uses: home lawns,
ornamental beds and nurseries.

e Research proven: Excellent results on cool
and warm-season turf; even on newly

sprigged bermudagrass.
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For many years now, RegalStar® has been
recognized as the best and most effective
pre-emerge herbicide available for
professional turf managers. But now, it's
even better than before.
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“SUPERIOR WEED CONTROL - THE BEST TURF QUALITY.”
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Kemper signs
on at former
naval base

NORTHBROOK, Ill.—
The Village of Glenview,
I1l., selected Kemper
Sports Management to
build and operate a daily-
fee facility at the former
Glenview Naval Air Station,
al,121-acreformer military
base being converted to a
mixed-use development.

Glenview village trust-
ees approved the sale of
approximately 180 acres of
land at the air base to
Kemper Sports for use in
building a course and club-
house that will include a
golf museum, restaurant
and banquet facilities.

Kemper Sports’ vision
for the planned $20 mil-
lion project is to create a
world-class course and
practice facility. As part
of its bid, Kemper Sports
formed an alliance with
the Illinois Section of the
PGA (IPGA) enabling the
IPGA to move its head-
quarters to the Glenview
site. Upon opening, the
new facility will also house
the Illinois Golf Hall of
Fame, an interactive mu-
seum celebrating the his-
tory of golf in Illinois and
those who have made con-
tributions to the game.

Plans are to start con-
struction this falland open
the course by spring 2001.

In other news, Kemper,
in association with a group.
oflocal investors, has pur-
chased Shady Lawn Golf
Course in Beecher.
Kemper will manage the
property. Shady Lawn, lo-
cated 40 minutes from
downtown Chicago, is a
27-hole, public facility
consisting of three, par-
36, nine-hole courses.

Palmer/Olympus

Continued from page 33
of our courses and Golf Academies.
Peter J. Nanula, president and
chief executive officer of Palmer
Golf, said: “Our partnership with
Olympus facilitated the acquisi-
tion of $85 million of golf proper-
ties and three new brands dur-
ing the last 12 months alone.
Olympus has been particularly
instrumental in the development
of our joint ventures with TOUR
18 and University Clubs of
America. This new equity com-
mitment gives us some $150 mil-
lion in purchasing power at a
time when purchase multiples
have contracted.”
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