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This pack-
age of stories
is one of an ongoing series covering new
initiatives and projects developed to
bring new golfers into the game, par-
ticularly youths and minorities. People
wishing to submit projects, or stories
for consideration should contact the
editorial department of Golf Course News
at 106 Lafayette St., P.O. Box 997,
Yarmouth, ME 04096; telephone 207-
846-0600; Fax 207-846-0657; e-mail:
mleslie@golfcoursenews.com.

Gateway National is so close to the inner city that the Gateway Arch is within sight throughout most of
the course.

Wes Powers at his Lanark Links Par-3.

Gateway National eyes inner city
PitChing the By MARK LESLIE available to inner-city youths who other-

ST. LOUIS — When Gateway National wise wouldn’t be available because they
Golf Links opens May 1, this once-flat, can’t travel 15 to 20 miles to the county

g(]me tO KldS featureless, desolate land will be “like course to participate.”

faith: reclamation of a lost soul. This is Walters Golf will “try to carry on the
AL A e reclamation of lost property.” concept that The First Tee is laying the
ALMOND, Wis. — Three days So said Keith Foster, who designed the groundwork for,” said Smith, referring to
after opening Lanark Links on April 18-hole daily-fee course in Madison, Ill., the program which is reaching out to B ; lit
4, Wes Powers and his wife Jan had five miles from downtown St. Louis, fea- youths and others through golf facilities JiErYeA Mowing GUANEYE
already donated 2,000 free passes turing a links style he calls “a major de- around the country. = #Verydarkgreencolor
to coaches and athletic directors in parture from golf in the Midwest.” At the same time, superintendent Scott g terversus brown Patd
the area, and had committed Tues- In addition to reclaiming the property, Reynolds, who recently worked at Z
day afternoons to Amherst High which in the early 1900 h 2 i i - r’mble uinder traffic=Sey
y swasahugestock- Muirfield Village and New Albany Coun : 5
School’s fledgling golf team. yard, Walters Golf Management intends try Club, is investigating working with g *Establishes new Pe"fom‘a )
“It's our way of giving back to the reclamation of human proportionsaswell. Sunshine Mission in St. Louis to develop :
community,” as well as attracting Working with Madison Mayor John a program with inner-city men who are
clients, Wes Powers said. A ma- Hamm and Urban League President Jim trying to rebuild their lives.
chine operator since 1990 at Sentry Buford in St. Louis, the company will Walters Golf will even reclaim caddy-
World’s Stevens Point course, Pow- offer events exposing urban youth to golf, ing by implementing a caddie program,
ers said: “They were charging $60 a according to Vice President Jeff Smith.  Smith said.
round and I thought there was a Walters Golf Management, whose Meanwhile, Foster has designed a track
niche for a real affordable short President Dennis Walters is a past PGA  he said “is very much a departure from
course, which would be appealing of America vice president, owns or oper-  golf in the Midwest.”
to families and new people to the ates eight golf courses in the St. Louis Beginning with a dead-flat 200 acres,
game.” metropolitan area and “has always had a he moved about 600,000 cubic yards of
Filling that niche is Powers’ pitch- good working relationship with John earthand “created an environment thatis
and-putt layout that can be played Hamm and Jim Buford,” said Smith. verylinks-like. Here is St. Louis most golf
for $5 for adults and $3 for students “Through them, we will make programs Continued on page 48

and senior citizens. Its 18 holes
vary in length from 67 to 120 yards,
with two sets of tees and complete
with 20 sand bunkers and the coup
de grace: bentgrass greens.

“The high school team loved our
greens. They came through the
winter very well,” said Powers, add-
ing: “My focal point in building the
course was country club-quality
greens.”

The course is fully irrigated and
has a practice putting green.

Now the builder/owner/super-
intendent, Powers said he and his
wife are “making a strong effort to
bring new golfers into the game.

“We will continue our efforts and

bring a lot of new kids and families s Greater Management Productivity'
into the sport,” said Powers. “We O Ascis :

are attempting to get some help o High-Level of Expertise

from The First Tee to build a range » Caretul Fandling of Labor Tssuek

and practice holes, but we realize = g
being a little course in the middle ¢ Assure Quality Maintenance

business decision you ever made. Chew on th
and don’t wait until the morning to call us.

¢ Control Maintenance Costs

of Wisconsin will make any grants ® Outstanding Employee Training
unlikely. A range would give the ® Consistent Course Conditioning
chance for kids to take full swings, Gol Course Mainienance Specialists e Access To Specialty Equipment
and it would give us a better cus- e Environmental Protection

tomer base.”

Powers said he built a lot of min- 331 South Florida Avenue. s Sits 41
iature golf-type features into the Lakeland, Florida 33801 -
course. “We just want families to (941) 686-2376 * Fax (941) 683-0455 :
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ALLAS — Calling it one
of the most innovative

“win-win” alliance’s cre-
ated between a local developer
and a city government, aterView
Development, Inc. has chosen
the city of Rowlett as the loca-
tion for the next golf course to
be designed for the firm by Gra-
ham & Panks International. It is
normally incumbent upon devel-
opers to finance such projects.
But, here the city took an ag-
gressive role to ensure the
course’s site selection by issu-
ing bonds to finance the venture
and establishing a public im-
provement district (PID) to fa-
cilitate the course until the bonds
are repaid.

WaterView Development and

Gateway Nat'l

Continued from previous page
a retention lake.

Foster mimicked the old-style
bunkers of Scotland and Ireland
with have high fescue faces.

“The scale of the golf course is
magnificent,” Foster said. “You
can see great distances. On 13
or 14 holes you can see the Gate-
way Arch.”

“Keith has done a fabulous
job,” said Smith, who is looking
forward to a May 1 opening.

Gateway National will be the
only public golf course in St.
Louis with bentgrass from tee to
green, he said.

The par-71 layout stretches
from 5,187 to 7,168 yards.

The signature hole, Smith
said, is the 10th, a 317-yard par-
4 with a large wood-faced bun-
ker square in the middle of the
fairway and a tie-walled burn that
runs directly in front of the green.

“You either drive over the
trouble or lay up short,” he said.
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Meanwhile, the Foster-de-
signed Persimmon Woods in St.
Louis is expected to open June
15 with a sold-out membership.

“There are so many daily-fee
golf courses in St. Louis, this
bucks the system,” Foster said.
“It's private, but affordable pri-
vate for average folks who love
golf. For most private clubs, it’s
a social scene, tennis, pool, etc.
This one, every member loves
golf.”

The stand-alone golf club was
developed by a group of inves-
tors led by Gregg Eisenberg.

Lanark Links

Continued from page 47
have fun and not feel the
pressure of a large
course,” he said.
How has the response
from the community been?
“It's early and a lot of
people are doing yard
work, but those who have
come out have liked it,”
Powers said.
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City issues bonds, creates public
improvement district to attract course

Graham & Panks see the mutu-
ally beneficial aspects of the ar-
rangement. “It’s a real win-win
situation for all the entities in-
volved,” said David Graham, Se-
nior Tour golfer and president of
Graham & Panks.

Rowlett Mayor Buddy Wall

agreed, saying: “As residential
developers, WaterView will en-
joy the advantage of adding a
golf course to their list of mar-
ketable amenities; future home
owners get the inherent values
of buying in a golf course com-
munity; the city and its retailers

will enjoyincreased revenues from
the new homes built and the fami-
lies that will live and shop locally;
and the public in general and the
city of Rowlett in particular get a
world-class golf course.”
Currently under construction,
the WaterView Golf Course will

ANY DAY... ANY SEASON

Attach any tow type chipper and do all your
winter clean up in a fraction of the time and cost.

Material handling is a long term proposition...
with exceptional versatility the MH-400 is your
best long term solution.

WORK EVERY DAY...

YOU CAN MOVE MOUNTHINS..

Load small topdressers and work vehicles in only 7
to 10 seconds, no wasted travel, no labor.

be an 18-hole, 7,050-yard course
with bentgrass greens and white
sand bunkers. Scheduled to open
to the public in the fall of 1999,
the 220-acre course will also
boast a three-hole junior-level
course, clubhouse, pro-shop,
food/beverage facility, driving
range, and putting and chipping
practice area. Approximately
1,560 homes will be built over
the life of the surrounding resi-
dential community.
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disrupting play.
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walls...
Perfect for
construction
and renovation
tasks. Reach
over 15 feet
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of the unit.

Backfill ditchlines, build cart
paths, or place wood chips
and compost around trees,
plants and in flower beds.
The cross conveyor can
move in any direction.
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expectations for performance and

reliability since 1978.
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