GUEST ANALYSIS (FMVSS) 100 covering “low-speed vehicles.”

When a golf cart is a golf car
Making some sense out of FMVSS No. 100

By BILL SIURU

For years, golfers have used

electric and gasoline-power golf
carts without the Washington
bureaucrats giving them any
thought. Then people living in
gated communities, largely re-
tirees in retirement communi-
ties in the sunbelt, started using
them for transportation off the
golf course and on public roads.
Somewhere along the way, the
golf cart got a new title, “Neigh-
borhood Electric Vehicle” or sim-
ply NEV.
Realizing a potentially large
market, Canada’s Bombardier
brought out its Bombardier
NV[tm] with a top speed of 25
mph that could be operated on
and off the golf course.

Seeing an increasing number
of golf carts on city streets and
recognizing better performing
NEV, states like Arizona, Cali-
fornia and Florida saw a need
for ordnances covering where
they could be driven and mini-
mum equipment required. The
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ing to Porter, Deere’s latest prod-
uct development, a spraying sys-
tem that works off global posi-
tioning systems (GPS), will be
part of the equipment mix.

“They can absolutely pinpoint
where they want to go with the
spray,” said Porter. “A lot of
pests, insects or weeds, like to
come back to the same spot ev-
ery year. This will help superin-
tendents track where they
sprayed, and in turn, they will
know where to spray the next
year because they’ll know where
and when its going to show up.
Instead of spraying for symp-
toms they’ll be able to spray in
advance of those symptoms.”

John Deere hopesto announce
the GPS spraying system in1999.

As part of the agreement, John
Deere will also be the exclusive
supplier to golf courses owned
by Jim Colbert and a preferred
equipment brand at golf courses
managed by Colbert.

Ground-breaking ceremonies
for Colbert Hills were held on
June 12 on the 1,200-acre site,
three or four miles from the foot-
ball stadium, on the northwest
corner of town.

The Jeff Brauer designed’
course will meander through
several valleys, and a few of the
holes will have trees, he said,
but “the predominant character
is konza prairie.”
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federal government, namely the
Federal Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHSTA) saw
another chanceto protect us from
danger, real or imagined. The
result is the proposed Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard

SUPPLIER BUSINESS

Contrary to comediennes on late-night
TV shows who joked about golf cart need-
ing air bags and crash testing, Standard 100
is far less dragonian. First, it calls out the
difference between a “golf car” and a “golf
cart.” Quoting from the proposed standard,
“Golf cart means a motor vehicle, whose
speed attainable in 1 mile does not exceed
15 mph, used to convey one or more per-
sons and equipment to play the game of golf
in an area designated as a golf course.”

Continued on page 54

THE PROBLEM IS COMPLEX.

The temperature rises. So does the humidity.
And you've got a problem, because conditions are
perfect for algae and turf diseases like Brown Patch
and Pythium Blight. If the health and vigor of turf
are your responsibility, you really feel the heat.

THE

The solution is Fore®. The active ingredient in Fore
creates powerful synergistic action with products
like Subdue®, Aliette®, and Banol”, to control a wide
spectrum of your worst summer challenges. Mixtures
that provide a simple solution to some tough problems.

SOLUTION IS SIMPLE.

FORE ...ALL THE RIGHT REASONS.

And there’s more. Like the way Fore controls over
a dozen fungus diseases. Easy-to-use packaging
combined with cost-effective, broad-spectrum turf
protection make Fore your best solution for
complicated problems. Call 1-800-987-0467 to get
more information.
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4 Models
GCT12
GCT15
GCT20

Easy to use
Lightweight

Adjustable
Powerful
Fast

STARTING AT
$299.95
s PRECISION

YOUR GOLF COURSE SUPERMARKET

; 1-800-345-1960
ORDER ONLINE WWW.PRECISIONUSA.COM
CIRCLE #159

Keep Your Divot Seed Mixture
Where It Is Used ...

... in Divot Seed & Soil tee
buckets next to the tee markers.
Awvailable in Cedar or Redwood
slats and with companion
Trash’M debris buckets.

Ask Your Golf Course Distributor for

INNOVATIVE MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS

From /
Master of the[inks ¢
P.O. Box 1865, Lombard, IL 60148-1865
(630) 627-1100 « Fax (630) 627-1104

CIRCLE #158

BRIDGES

LAMINATED
WOOD

PEDESTRIAN & VEHICULAR
Order Direct From The Leading Manufacturer in U.S.
» Complete Prefabricated Packages « Ready for Fast Erection

« Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S. e Custom Design & Engineering

CALL 800-777-8648

P.O. Box A  Morrisville, NC 27560
Tel, 919/467-6155 ¢ FAX 919/469-2536

eacrim e
www.enwood.com
e

CIRCLE #148

LIST RENTAL

GOLF COURSE

NEWS

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY

...offers you the opportunity to reach the
decision makers at thousands of
golf facilities with an exclusive mailing list.

Call for details . . .

207-925-1099
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To reserve space in this section, call
Jean Andrews, 207-925-1099

AQUA MASTER __AQUA MASTER __ AQUA MASTER

FOUNTAIN AERATORS

e UL Listed

¢ Lighting Packages

* 3 Year Motor Warranty
¢ Interchangeable Nozzles

AQUA MASTER
H3ILSVIN VOV

AQUA MASTER
HILSYW YNDV

i, : o
Mesteo),
SOUNTAINS AND AERATORS
. Superior Aquatic Management Systems
16024 CTH X, Kiel, WI 53042
PH. 920 693-3121
FAX 920 693-3634
8 www.aquamasterfountains.com

AQUA MASTER
H3LSVYIN VOOV

693-3

AQUA MASTER

CIRCLE #142

FAST, EFFICIENT & SAFE

AQUA MASTER __ AQUA MASTER

Tuof Tocs

THE BIODEGRADABL
TURF STAPLE SYSTEM

Secures turf effortlessly

NO MORE back breaking labor
NO MORE mower damage
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

€EcoTurf. Inc. 888-TurfTac

300 N. ELIZABETH ST., DEPT. GCN, CHICAGO, IL 60607
312-226-0099 o FAX 312-226-2480

CIRCLE #147
You’ll want to play |

barefoot on our
certified grasses.

Foatvring:
= Tifton 419 « Sprig Planting Service e Lay and Play Fairway
* Midlawn * Laying Machinery Cuts (warm season)

» El Toro Zoysia Rentals * Pads
* Meyer Z-52 Zoysia * Row Planting Service * Big Rolis

P.O. BOX 56440 - LITTLE ROCK. AR 72215

1-800-666-0007 501-280:07;33 www.quailvalley.com
QuailValley GRASSES

SPORTS » GOLF » COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL - SOD PRODUCERS

T

) \

barefoot walkin’ thick
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o

E HARCO DUCTILE IRON 5

FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations
including "knock-on" repair couplings.
High Strength, high corrosion
resistance.

The Harrington Corporation
P.O. Box 10335

Lynchburg, Va 24506 N\,
804-845-7094
- Fax 845-8562 =
CIRCLE #154

3
When is a cart a car?
Continued from page 47

In contrast,”Golf car means a motor
vehicle, whose speed attainable in 1 mile
exceeds 15 mph but does not exceed 25
mph, used to convey one or more persons
and equipment to play the game of golfin
an area designated as a golf course.”

Also defined is a “Low-speed vehicle
means a motor vehicle, other than a mo-
torcycle, whose speed attainable in 1 mile
does not exceed 25 mph.”

Most important the standard applies to
golf cars and low-speed vehicles, namely
NEVs, operated on the public streets, roads,
and highways. It does NOT apply to golf
carts which cannot go faster than 15 mph.

The standard requires the following
equipment on golf cars and LSVs -
headlamp, front and rear turn signal
lamps, taillamps, stop lamps and one red
reflex reflector on each side as far to the
rear as practicable and located not less
than 15 inches nor more than 60 inches
above the road surface.

They must also have an exterior mirror
mounted on the driver’s side of the ve-
hicle and either an exterior mirror
mounted on the passenger’s side of the
vehicle or an interior mirror, parking
brake and a windshield marked “AS 1” by
its prime glazing material manufacturer.

Also required are Type 1 or Type 2 seat
belts conforming to Sec. 571.209 Motor
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 209, Seat
belt assemblies, installed at each desig-
nated seating position. Finally, there must
be a label permanently affixed, visible to
the operator when seated, which reads:
“WARNING: This vehicle must not be
operated on the public roads at a speed
more than 25 mph.” There is neither re-
quirements for air bags or crash testing.

Note there are are some NEVs on the
market such as the Gizmo, Sparrow, Twike
and City-elthat are not governed by the
standards. That is because they have only
three wheel and qualify as motorcycles.

Are safety requirements required on
golf cars? Probably not. During hearings
during formulation of the new standard,
only one instance of an accident with a
golf cart was reported. A teenager joy
riding in a stolen golf cart lost control and
rolled it. However, one plus is that there
will be a national standard for low-speed
vehicles rather than a hodge-podge of
regulations issued by states and even
individual communities.
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