Beard's Turfax
now available

By MARK LESLIE

CHELSEA, Mich. —
There should be a saying,
“University professors
don’t retire, they just stop
going to class.”

In Dr. James B. Beard’s
case, when he “retired”
from Texas A&M, he just
increased his workload in
other areas. Consultant.
Conference speaker.
Writer/editor.

Subscribers to his
Turfax are thankful Beard
is continuing — and im-
proving upon — his “inter-
national newsletter about
current developments in
turfgrass.” Publisher Skip
DeWall of Ann Arbor Press
here, who published Beard
and Toshikazu Tani's Color
Atlas of Turfgrass Diseases,
talked Beard into making
the newsletter available to
the general public — not
just his clients,

So, with alittle help from
hisfriends, Beard has com-
plied. Those friends are
worthy of mention:

¢ Contributing Editors
Dr. Peter H. Dernoeden of
the University of Mary-
land, Dr. Daniel A. Potter
of the University of Ken-
tucky and Dr. Fred
Yelverton of North Caro-
lina State University; and

e Advisory Committee
members Gary Grigg of
Royal Poinciana Golf Club
in North Naples, Fla., Bruce
Williams of Los Angeles
Country Club, Dan Quast
of Medinah Country Club
in Chicago, Don Tolson of
Stock Farm in Hamilton,
Mont., and Gordon Witte-
veen of Toronto’s Board of
Trade Country Club.

This, folks, is an all-star
cast. Two editions of the
eight-page Turfax have
been published. One of my
copies in hand includes ar-
ticles by Potter on manag-
ing earthworm problems;
by Dernoeden stating that
summer bentgrass decline
complex may be more
physiological than patho-
logical; by Yelverton spell-
ing out the potential prob-
lems that may occur with
continuous use of the same
herbicide; and by Beard
on the cultural changes de-
manded by fast putting sur-
faces.

Ann Arbor Press will
mail a free copy of the latest
issue to interested people,
who may call 800-858-
5299. The yearly subscrip-
tion rate 1s $69.95.

MAINTENANCE

Potter reveals earthworm ‘fix’ in Turfax feature article

By DR. DANIEL POTTER

Earthworms have been called
the “intestines of the earth” be-
cause of their importance in
breaking down plant litter, recy-
cling nutrients and enriching the
topsoil. But on golf fairways, an
abundance of earthworms can
be too much of a good thing.

Generally, you’ll have much

healthier turfgrass where earth-
worms are abundant. Their bur-
rowing reduces soil compaction
and improves air and water infil-
tration. Earthworm tunnels may
account for two-thirds of the to-
tal pore space in soils. Earth-
worms enrich the soil with their
fecal matter, called castings.
Their feeding breaks down

thatch while mixing topsoil into
the thatch layer, enhancing its
suitability for turfgrass growth.
Thus, earthworms perform a
function much like mechanical
topdressing. Their activity en-
courages microbes that further
decompose thatch and enhance
soil fertility. Conservation of
earthwormsisimportantinlawns

and other turf sites where thatch
is a concern.

However, on golf courses, mud
mounds abound where earth-
worms have pushed up castings
through close-mowed grass. Golf
cars and mower tires compact
these mounds, smothering
patches of grass. Golfers’ drives
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HERITAGE is a highly flexible fungicide that

o Improves turf quality

¢ Controls brown patch, Pythium, take-all patch,
summer patch, anthracnose and snow mold

e Reduced risk to environmental resources
¢ Low risk toxicological profile
o Low rates, extended spray intervals

e Novel mode of action

exhibits both preventative and curative activity against
most turfgrass diseases, plus the following advantages:

HERITAGE'—An Ounce of Prevention...

Once you learn about the powerful,
preventative protection and its fit with your
best management practices, you'll agree
that it’s time to change the course of your
turfgrass disease management program,
with HERITAGE.

For more information, contact your
authorized Zeneca Distributor, or call
Zeneca Professional Products Toll Free
at 1-888-617-7690.
www.zenecaprofprod.com

Anthracnose! (Colletotrichum graminicola)on 80% Annual Bluegrass, 20% Perennial Ryegrass

Brown Patch (Rhizoctonia solani) on Colonial Bentgrass
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HERITAGE HERITAGE HERITAGE Sentinel Rubigan Cleary's
50WG 50WG 50WG 40WG 1AS 3336 50WP
02./1,000 sq. ft. 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.25 15 20
Number of Applications 2 2 1 1 2 2
Application Interval (days) 14 14 — — 14 14
Final Reading 17DAA2 17DAA2 31 DAA1 31 DAA1 17 DAA 2 17 DAA 2
Dr. Don Scott, Purdue University, 1995 US 67-95-P354

1 Also isolated from plots: 2 species Rhizoctonia; 3 species Pythium; and several species Curvularia.

Percent Control

HERITAGE HERITAGE Prostar Sentinel  Banner EC” Eagle  Aliette 80WP'
50WG 50WG 50WP 40WG y 40WP &
DACONIL 2787 Fore 80WG!
0z./1,000 sq. ft. 0.4 0.2 30 0.25 10" 40" 0.6 40t gom
Number of Applications 2 4 2 2 4 4 4
Application Interval (days) 28 14 21 28 14 14 14
Final Reading 12DAA2 8DAA4 19DAA 2 12DAA2 8DAAY4 8DAA4 8DAA 4

Dr. Pat Sanders, Penn State University, 1994
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