
Heat, drought tax Texas and the South; humidity adds to Ga. woes 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

GRIFFIN, Ga. — Extensive 
fires have avoided states outside 
Florida, but drought, triple-digit 
temperatures and high humid-
ity are plaguing golf courses 
across the South. 

"Excessive high temperatures 
and high humidity are the threats 
in Georgia," Patrick O'Brien, di-
rector of the Southeast Region 
of the U.S. Golf Association 
(USGA) Green Section. 

In Texas, where it has been 
hot and dry, the USGA's Jim 
Moore said: "What everybody is 
so worried about is that the heat 
started so early. We usually have 
a hot stretch of weather, but usu-
ally not until August. The big-
gest concern is that we have 60 
days of it left." 

Green Section South Central 
Region agronomist Brian Malloy 
even nighttime and soil tempera-
tures are staying above 80 de-
grees, not allowing the turf 
canopy to cool. 

Poa annua greens were "the 
first to check out" in Texas, 
Malloy said. And O'Brien said 
from Georgia that bentgrass 
greens, especially on courses 
without heat-tolerant cultivars, 
are in trouble in many areas. 

"Our water tables are in good 
shape for the most part," O'Brien 
said. "But we have many areas 
that have already had 15 to 20 
days over 100 degrees." 

To remedy the situation, 
O'Brien said, superintendents 
are installing fans at sites with 
poor air circulation. 

"I'm seeing clubs pulling lots 
of electric wire onto sites now if 
they don't already have fans up. 
They might have been able to 
survive the last two summers 
with those [non-heat-tolerant] 
bents, but not this year." 

"Tree-pocked sites have the 
most problems," he said. "We 
have so much humidity that sy-
ringing is not done. What cools 
the grass is keeping évapotrans-
piration working." 

Malloy said many Texas su-
perintendents are installing fans 
as well—the 5-horsepower mod-
els that move a far greater vol-
ume of air than the 1-hp fans. He 
pointed out that research indi-
cates that canopy temperatures 
can be decreased 15 degrees 
with a 4-mile-per-hour breeze. 

Push-up-style greens are the 
first to show stress, Malloy said. 
"If they have inadequate surface 
drainage, they are the first to go. 
And also the ones with no sub-
surface drainage, or internal 
drainage." 

Moore pointed to the impor-
tance of water. Irrigation sys-
tems are designed according to 
the average annual rainfall, he 
said. "When we get this far away 
from that average, you will see 
deficiencies in the coverage. To 
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compensate for that it means a 
lot more daytime watering and 
golfers have to put up with that. 

"Agronomically, you will see a 
real split between how bentgrass 
greens survive." 

For superintendents who have 
good water quality, a drought 
puts the superintendent in total 
control of how much water the 

greens receive. 
For superintendents who have 

poor-quality water, this drought 
is a serious problem, and in some 
towns nobody has decent water 
quality, Moore said. 'They need 
the flushing rains of good pure 
water. When you don't get that 
to flush the salts out, it is a real 
tough deal." 

All those superintendents can 
do is repeatedly flush the greens 
as best they can. 

"The heat's tough, but water 
management is a bigger issue 
on grass in the South," Moore 
said. 

"Combine poor water with the 
temperatures we're having, and 
now you have some problems," 

he said. "Depending on green 
construction and the amount of 
play, a lot of times the greens 
will fade on them no matter how 
hard they try. 

"It gets so hot in the root zone 
that no matter what you do, the 
bentgrass roots die off." 

On the fairways, he said, the 
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A C Q U I R E L E A S E R E F I N A N C E R E N O V A T E 
Whatever your financial needs, let FMAC help you 
achieve your goal. FMAC Golf Finance Group is staffed 
by experienced professionals who really understand 
your business. We offer fixed rate loans with terms of up 
to 20 years. Our floating rate loans feature interest 
ceilings that protect you from runaway inflation and 
interest rates. We lend and lease to all types of golf 
course facilities, from daily-fee courses to member-
owned clubs and long-term leaseholders. When we 

arrange a loan, it's based on the cash flow of your 
business-personal guarantees are often not required. 
Our legal and appraisal process keeps our fees far 
below those of other lenders. Simply provide us with 
the financial data for your facility and we'll provide an 
estimate of its value and the equity available to you. 

Call Doug Brodie in Sonoma; Ralph Little in Noank or 
Doug Schoerke in Greensboro and find out how we take 
the hazards out of golf financing. 

Ill FMAC 
G O L F F I N A N C E G R O U P 

AMERICA'S BUSINESS LENDER™ 
Sonoma, CA 888-681-3622 • Noank, CT 888-511-3622 • Greensboro, NC 888-683-3622 

FMAC is listed on NASDAQ as FMAX. Visit our website at www.fmax.com 
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For many years now, RegalStar® has been 
recognized as the best and most effective 
pre-emerge herbicide available for 
professional turf managers. But now, it's 
even better than before. 

SUPERIOR WEED CONTROL - THE BEST TURF QUALITY. 

EUROPEAN BIRD WATCHING OPEN REAPS REWARDS 
DORKING, Surrey, England — The public image of golf 

courses as environmental showcases received a boost May 17 
with the European Golf Association's Birdwatching Open. The 
EGA'a Ecology Unit staged a similar event last year, The 
Birdwatching Ryder Cup, with 12 courses on either side of the 
Atlantic making up two teams. The lighthearted competition saw 
European courses scoring 217 different species of birds against 
238 from the United States. Because of the percentage of species 
on the respective continents, Europe won the competition. This 
year the format changed. All courses in Europe were invited to 
participate, with the aim of logging valuable ecological data. 

MAINTENANCE 

North American Birdwatching Open proves point 
Audubon with information on the 
importance of well-managed golf 
course habitats for wildlife. 

"We hope that the true win-
ners of the Golf Course 
Birdwatching Open will be all 
wildlife and, in particular, mi-
gratory birds," said Jean Mackay, 
education director for Audubon 
International. "The Golf Course 
Birdwatching Open will illustrate 
the potential that various types 
of land have as wildlife habitat in 
North America." 

At the Club at Seabrook Is-
land, 77 species were spotted, 
while at Summerlea 75 were 
sighted and at Rum Pointe there 
were 70 different species. 

"We could have had a lot more 
species, maybe even another 20 
or 25 that we normally see on the 
course," said David Ciekot, envi-
ronmental coordinator for Rum 
Pointe, "but the weather was so 
bad. We had a Northeaster blow 
in that day, with heavy rain and 
30-knot winds, so I'm still very 
pleased with the numbers." 

"Certainly our site on the coastal 
bay near Assateague Island helped 
our sightings," said Ciekot. "We 
had a great number of gulls, wa-
terfowl, and wading birds, like 
willets and several species of sand-
pipers. It was pleasantly surpris-
ing, though, that as a newer course 
still initiating habitat management 
plans, we sighted such a diversity 
of forest, upland, and meadow fa-
voring species. Wood thrushes, 
towhees, and various sparrows 
and finches really helped our 
count." 

Across North America the 
Birdwatching Open produced a 
wide range of results, from the top 
count of 77 all the way down to a 
low count of 14 species. Audubon 
International attributed the wide 
spread to a number of factors, in-
cluding weather, diversity of habi-
tats and the skill levels of the 
people conducting the counts. 

"Everyone here at Rum Pointe 
is excited about our Best Birds 
award in the Birdwatching 
Open," said superintendent 
Chuck Poole. "This shows that 
not only can golf courses be good 
for a few types of birds, but that 
they can be quality habitat for a 
wide diversity of species as well." 

Southern dought 
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damage at first is thin and dry 
turf. But that leads to other prob-
lems later on. 

Soil as well as water quality 
has made a big difference from 
course to course, Moore said. 
"Some soils hold three times as 
much water as others. Obviously 
those survive a lot better." 

"It promises to be a really long 
summer for superintendents 
when it comes to greens man-
agement," Moore added. 

sponsored by the Audubon Coop-
erative Sanctuary System, those 
courses finished first through 
third, respectively, for most birds 
sighted, while Rum Pointe won 
the award for best birds. 

Volunteers at 36 Audubon-reg-
istered courses across North 
America spent May 9 counting 
birds. The effort provided 

OCEAN CITY, Md. — The 
Club at Seabrook Island in South 
Carolina, Summerlea Golf & 
Country Club in Quebec, Canada 
and Rum Pointe Seaside Golf 
Links won the honors at an inter-
national birding competition 
held during early May. 

In the North American Golf 
Course Birdwatching Open, 
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Regal Chemical Company • P.O. Box 900 / Alpharetta, GA 30009 • Phone 800-621-5208 

We've improved the formulation to increase the 
synergistic action, making it even more 
effective. Patents are pending for synergistic 
activity. 
RegalStar® II will deliver superior results at 
lower rates compared to earlier 
formulations. 
Additional label uses: home lawns, 
ornamental beds and nurseries. 
Research proven: Excellent results on cool 
and warm-season turf; even on newly 
sprigged bermudagrass. 


