
Nicklaus takes on preservation challenge on Rocky Gap project 
CUMBERLAND, Md. — The 

developers of one of the East 
Coast's newest destination re-
sorts were faced with a formi-
dable task: to design a golf 
course of the caliber and quality 
of a competition course in a 
mountain setting, while preserv-
ing the site's natural beauty and 
distinctive environment. 

The result is the 18-hole Jack 
Nicklaus Signature Golf Course, 
the cornerstone of the soon-to-
be-opened Rocky Gap Lodge & 
Golf Resort in the mountains of 
western Maryland near Cum-
berland. With the front nine 
holes scheduled to open in late 
summer, and the back nine in 
the fall of 1998, the Rocky Gap 

course promises to be a moun-
tain marvel combining modern 
engineering with Mother 
Nature's handiwork. 

"Jack Nicklaus is very excited 
about this course," said Troy 
Vincent, design coordinator with 
Nicklaus Design, who is over-
seeing construction of the 
course. "Rocky Gap presents a 

unique site, with multiple ter-
rains. By preserving as much as 
possible of the natural mountain 
landscape and foliage, the course 
provides more challenges to 
player than other courses." 

The front nine holes will pro-
vide wide open spaces and gen-
tly sloping holes, similar to golf 
courses found in the Southwest. 

G-Plex II™ 
I Quieter, easy-to-maintain tandem pump assembly directly 
driven from the engine 

I Lower center of gravity for improved traction 

I Two new CARB-approved engine choices-an 18-hp air-cooled 
gas or 18.8-hp liquid-cooled diesel 

I Dependable hydraulic linkages with electric solenoid valves 
which require no lubrication and less service than traditional 
designs 

I Stabilizer linkage levels all cutting units parallel to the ground 
before and after use for a superior-quality cut over all terrains 

E-Plex II™ 
I New lift out battery pack and a true 48-volt system delivers an 

efficient use of power and longer battery life for mowing up to 
18 greens on one charge, depending on terrain 

I Sure-footed stability on undulating terrain thanks to a Cushman 
worm gear differential, closed-loop electronic traction control 
and regenerative braking 

I Consistent speed and cut both up and down hills is provided by 
a new speed regulator 

I Easy steering via a new cable design or with electric power steering 

I Stabilizer linkage levels all cutting units parallel to the ground 
before and after use for a superior-quality cut over all terrains 

innovation begins 
simple motion. 

Drive the innovation. Don't worry about cutting into the greens collar. A new automatic center delay 
compensates for ground speed when raising or lowering the reels so that they all begin and end cutting 
in the same location on your green. 

Choose the innovation. Select from the gas or diesel powered G-Plex II or the low-maintenance, 
all-electric E-Plex II for quiet, pollution-free mowing around sound-sensitive areas. 

The next generation of greens care has arrived, and only the G-Plex II and E-Plex II can take you 
there. Call 1-800-228-4444 to arrange a demo or for the name of the dealer nearest you. 

The back nine will climb the 
area's natural rugged mountain 
terrain, with woods surrounding 
the fairway. 

Greens are being planted with 
bentgrass. Formations of natu-
ral stone are scattered through-
out the periphery of the course, 
and grass and foliage native to 
the region will be planted. Many 
natural springs and wetlands, 
carefully preserved, are on site. 

Natural methods and materi-
als will be extensively employed 
in maintaining the course. Pest 
control will use organisms found 
in nature and introduced into the 
irrigation system to prevent 
weed and insect infestation. 
Once the course is open, organic 
fertilizers will be used to nour-
ish the greens. 

Water run-off from the course 
has been minimized. Water used 
for irrigation will filter through a 
turf canopy, thatch layer and into 
underwater aquifers to remove 
contaminants. 

A "wash down" area for golf 
carts and maintenance equip-
ment has been designed spe-
cially for Rocky Gap. Water used 
to wash equipment drains into a 
unique "weir" system, where 
wooden barriers trap solid waste. 
The newly cleaned water flows 
into underground separators and 
runs back into the lake as pure 
as when it was removed. 

An average of 250,000 gallons 
of water will be used to irrigate 
the course each day. A system 
using more than 18 miles of pipe 
and 139 miles of wiring will de-
liver water to approximately 900 
sprinkler heads throughout the 
site. 

A hi-tech satellite control al-
lows operation of the sprinkler 
system from several points 
around the green, rather than 
just one. 

Computers will manage each 
of the aspects involved in the 
course's upkeep, including irri-
gation, labor analysis, chemical 
inventory, equipment and project 
management. 

Players will be able to practice 
their swings from a 2-tier, half 
moon-shaped driving range with 
a putting and chipping green 
nearby. 

A PGA professional will pro-
vide expert instruction in the 
game, and golfers can visit the 
lodge's pro shop, offering first-
rate golf clothing, shoes and 
equipment. 

For after-golf celebrating, duf-
fers can visit the 54-seat Signa-
tures Bar and Grill, overlooking 
the lake. Plans call for the estab-
lishment of a professional golf 
academy at the resort in the near 
future. 

The resort is managed by 
Florida-based Buena Vista Hos-
pitality Group. 


